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!John Voth, 604-738-8983

Bring clippers and decorative baubles, if you have any, plus
your creative impulses, and join Lesia and JohnVoth for theAnnual
Wreath-Making Extravaganza. We supply holly, cedar, wreath
bases, coffee & muffins.

Friday, December 7, at  9 AM
Lindsey-Priestly

Wreath-Making Extravaganza

Come celebrate the last service of 2007 . We will join
together in this powerful intergenerational communal service.
Come ready to let go of the negative from the past year, and to bring
in wishes and intentions for the year to come. We will offer a ritual
for doing this, using fire to transform. As the year ends and is
reborn, this communion gives us an opportunity to connect in depth
and power.

with us

Sunday, December 30, 11 AM
The Worship Services Committee

A Fire Communion
Endings Beginnings:and

Sunday, December 16, 11 AM
Written by Caroline Farley

Mary, Billy and Ishtar want to make a difference this holiday
season. They recruit Mary!s mom and dad and embark on a journey
to discover the true meaning of the holiday season. Join the CRE
andYRE programs for this wonderful morning.

Downtown Christmas
Intergenerational  Holiday Pageant

REJOICE!
CORONATION ANTHEMS 1,2&3

AND SEASONAL FAVOURITES

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF VANCOUVER
949 W 49 AVE (AT OAK ST)

HANDEL!S

CHALICE CHOIRWITH THE
VANCOUVER CHAMBER PLAYERS

SUNDAY,DECEMBER 9, 7:30 PM

ADULTS $ , STUDENTS/SENIORS $15 12
TICKETS FROM CHOIR MEMBERS OR AT THE DOOR

Services:
December 2

9 To be announcedDecember
December 23
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Covenant of Healthy Relations
Unitarian Church of Vancouver
Covenant of Healthy Relations:

Many of you will recall attending meetings and working on a
Covenant of Healthy Relations throughout 2005. The culmination
of this effort was congregational approval of a new

, at our AGM on November 27, 2005. This work
was spearheaded by the Peacemaking Sub-Committee of the
Board (Steven Epperson, Leslie Kemp, Diane MacQueen and
Betty Sherwood). This work took into account previous efforts at
peacemaking within the congregation including documents that
had been generated in the past. One example of this was the
"Peace-Making Covenant" referenced in the October 2007

. However, the Covenant of Healthy Relations (below)
reflects the input of many people in the congregation and was
approved after a lively debate at ourAGM and thus is our collective
agreement about how we ought to treat one another.

Covenant of
Healthy Relations

Bulletin

This is a covenant to guide how we behave towards each other and
to groups and individuals within the congregation. The objective is
to enhance a safe climate that is courteous, friendly, supportive,
respectful of others, open and honest.

Because I believe in the inherent worth and dignity
of each person, I will endeavour to:
" Be compassionate and supportive in my relationships with
others, assume their best intentions and be curious rather than
judgmental.
" Communicate with active listening and consideration. Explain
concerns to the person directly and share differences
respectfully. Focus on the current problem - not the person.
" Balance being open to new ideas with respect for our
traditions.
" Be attentive to our community!s needs, generous with my
talents and careful with the church!s resources.
" Keep the big picture in mind, be patient with myself and others
and stay engaged in the process of change; participate in the
decision-making and respect the decisions that are made.
" Discuss conflicts in our church in a way that respects the
privacy and dignity of those involved.
" Recognize and praise others and myself for the work we do in
the church and be forgiving when we make mistakes.
" Support, in a constructive way, the work of the minister, staff
and congregants.
" Deepen our connections by getting to know and understand
people of all ages and points of view within the congregation.
" Nurture my own spiritual needs in this community and support
others in their search for truth and meaning.

!Leslie Kemp

Agape Centre for Spiritual Living
The Agape Centre for Spiritual Living, led by Rev. Carrie

Hunter, held its inaugural services at UVC Sunday, November 4
with a well-attended family service at 5:30 PM and a jazz
vespers/meditation service at 7:30 PM. Local jazz musician Don
Stewart and his combo played at both services and will continue to
do the music program forAgape.

#We!re a Church of Religious Science,$Rev. Carrie said.#We
consider ourselves to be trans-denominational and welcome
people of all cultures and religions. We!re very liberal in our beliefs
and I think that makes us a good fit with UVC.#We are delighted to
be able to rent UVC!s facilities,#she continued.#Not only are they
beautiful, they are so functional for our use.$

Rev. Carrie is joined by Rev. Wendy Yacboski, who does an
outreach ministry; Rev. Doni GeRain, youth minister; and Rev.
Dorothy Blandford, her virtual assistant.

Agape has launched its first humanitarian project:
, which sends durable boxes the size of a shoe box, filled with

th,

Shoebox
Kidz

toiletries, pencils, notebooks, crayons to Angkor Children!s
Hospital in Cambodia. It is an ongoing project and the group
intends to send 100,000 boxes to Southeast Asian countries in the
coming year.

Rev. Carrie is also eager to work with UCV on outreach
programs. #We!re looking forward to a long and happy
relationship with UCV and to working collaboratively in any way
that we can.$
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How Are We Doing?
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

In The Works: a Proposed Member Phone Survey:

Welcoming, Engaging and Retaining Followup on the
Art Brewer (CUC) Community Building Workshop

(January 13th, 2007)

The Membership Committee of UCV met twice this fall to
discuss the implementation of many of Art Brewer and our
workshop's suggestions from last January. Several of the
Membership Committee members themselves have#moved on$to
other committees and projects, so we are interested in gleaning
input from current and prospective members to see how well we all
are succeeding in Welcoming, Engaging and Retaining new (and
old!) members. Jane Sutherland's article in last month's
encouraging us to communicate our needs and act compassionately
towards one another through the Services Committee assists us in
our Shared Ministry, but everyone engaging consistently with each
other on Sundays, in committees, events and covenant groups in a
welcoming example of kindness and caring will help, too.

Joan Armstrong chose ten of Art's suggested community-
building tools, which are listed below, and Wyndy Knox Carr will
have posted our SWOT analysis of our UCV Welcoming Skills
from the workshop, (plus Mr. Brewer's CUC suggestions for
Engaging and Retaining Members) on the bulletin board by the
time you read this article.

Statistician John Smith and the Membership Committee have
been working up a brief phone interview to fulfil our Terms of
Reference requirement that we:

1. Prepare forms to be used to be used to interview new members
and ensure that in-depth interviews are conducted with new
members.

2. Ensure that information from these interviews is provided to the
appropriate persons or committees.

3. Place members according to their interests.

4.Act as a clearinghouse for members!and adherents! ideas.

5. Contact members and adherents other than just at canvass time to
ensure that their needs are well understood and acknowledged.

Bulletin

Judy Villette and Michael Scales have continued coordinating
volunteers to welcome newcomers in the Sanctuary foyer and
ask if newcomers want to receive three months of our
or be contacted, and Dianne Crosbie has been coordinating the
New U sessions and our table in Hewett Hall on Sundays.

Gerry Hayle has continued to edit and publish this newsletter,
the Website Communications Committee will be publishing the
new site as soon as the Board approves it and the Program
Committee learns how to submit materials to it. An ad for
#Unitarian Congregations of BC$ appears on page 42 of the
recent magazine, and numerous volunteers
keep turning up for tasks, meetings and classes every day of the
week, as well as contributing financially every Sunday and every
year.

Yay, Team, every single one of us! Now check and see if
can try some of these welcoming communications and#public
relations$behaviours, too!

2.  Join the Greeters team in the Sanctuary.
3. Take a visitor on a tour of our facilities.

Bulletin

Common Ground

you

Ten Simple Ways to Help People Feel Welcome at UCV

4. Watch for people lurking at the bulletin boards and start a
conversation.
5. Wear your name tag. Make it a point to talk to someone you
haven!t met before and invite them to join you for coffee.
6. Invite new members to become involved in a church activity
or committee that you are interested in.
7. Suggest that serving coffee, ushering, and helping at the
Information table are good ways to get to know names and
faces.
8. Call a member you haven!t seen for a while and ask them
how they are.
9. Organize, or help to organize, fun events at the church
(concerts, dances, film nights, family hikes or parties).
10. Invite people (through ) to a  pot-luck supper
or coffee house in your home.

The Bulletin

1. Wear your name tag during the Sunday service.

!Joan Armstrong, 604-731-8786,
Chair, Membership Committee

It is hard to believe that we have come to the end of the first
semester of this school year! Campus Ministry has had a successful
semester. As well as our regular meetings on the UBC campus,
members of the Campus Ministry group cooked and served a lunch
at the church in November to help raise money for our program.
Thank you to those who supported this event.

This coming month we will be hosting a holiday potluck at the
church. UCV members interested in getting involved with our
program are welcome to join us for this seasonal celebration.
Please check out the weekly announcements in the December
Orders-of-Service for more information on this event. Those
interested in visiting one of our meetings next semester, as a guest
speaker, should contact Samantha Taylor at 250-539-3580 or by
email: . Happy holidays and New Year
from the Campus Ministry crew!

sambreanne@yahoo.ca

You can no more win a war than you can win an earthquake.
%Jeannette Rankin

Campus Ministry Update

!Samantha Taylor

Networking for Singles over 35
The rebuilding of a networking system for singles has

developed into our First Friday Fellowship, which meets on the
first Friday of each month in Hewett Hall from 7 PM until about
9:30. For the first Friday in December there will be a discussion
from 7:10 until 8:15, a short break, then we will shift our attention
to the Ungame. Please bring some suitable snack food to share.

It is possible that a person might not attend First Friday evenings
but still want to be in the network because during the year we will
organize small groups to participate in the community. If we are
attending a movie, theatre, concert, philosophers' café, walking or
writing letters for Amnesty International or doing something else,
we can meet before or after the event for a meal or for coffee.

If you are involved, it would be nice if you would join to make
up a group of three and go out at least once a year as a threesome to
something, inviting other singles to join in. Each week check the
Order-of-Service, and for more information, phone theHappy
Rabbit (Robert Schultz) at 604-943-6419.
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What are UCV's
Social Justice Priorities?

By Leslie Kemp, Acting Chair, Social Justice Committee

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

UCV members have been participating in a planning process to
establish priorities for UCV!s work in social justice. We!ve held
two planning sessions for UCV members and held a forum to
provide feedback on our work to date and to hear about the
interests and priorities of congregants. While this is a#work in
progress$, here!s a brief overview of what!s been accomplished till
now.
We crafted a provisional statement of commitment:"We
acknowledge and respect the traditional territories of the Coast
Salish people. Our ancestors have come from many faiths and
places. As a spiritual, ethical and rational community, we stand on
our Unitarian history, principles and values as we engage with
others as individuals and groups, moving ourselves, our
congregation and our community towards a more just, equitable
and compassionate society.#

A further planning and brainstorming session generated
the following priority action areas:

1. Strengthen Social Justice Committee process;
2. Understand issues and connections;
3. Educate and involve UCV congregation;
4. Organize educational activities;
5. Engage with faith groups;
6. Address poverty issues;
7. Advocate for affordable housing;
8. Advocate for peace;
9. Support diversity and inclusion;
10. Agitate politically, and
11. Respond to emerging and priority issues.

Our next step is to form working groups around these themes
that would develop specific action plans for each of these priority
areas. A session is planned for Saturday, January 12 from 12 noon
to 4 PM in the Fireside Room (bring lunch to share). We welcome
all UCV members interested in UCV!s work in social justice. For
further information, please contact Leslie at 604-877-1720 or

.lkemp@telus.net

Last year, all UCV sailors dug very deep into their dirty
dungarees and reduced our budget deficit by half!

While our Captain is exploring far off lands, the Good Ship UCV
is visiting many wonderfully inspiring ports, thanks to the solid
stores in our ship!s hold, the great navigation skills and efforts of
the Worship Committee, and many sailors! stepping up to the helm
(podium). We are in good shape spiritually and financially, and we
plan to return to shore to "restock" in February (i.e. launch the 2008
Canvass) to allow Captain Epperson to lead us through it. Please
mark your calendars:

Questions (and offers to join
our merry crew) can be directed to David Marmorek (604-874-
1153) orAnne Niklewicz (604-221-6631).

Canvass 2008 will take place from
February 10th to February 28th.

CANVASS COMMITTEE

All Aboard, Me Hearties!

Archives Open  House and Display
Coming Up January 13

ARCHIVES

Archives Committee Chair Diana Ellis will be doing a worship
service January 13, utilizing the CUC Historical Society paper she
presented this spring on several women at UCV who were active
and co-ministers. This seems to be a potentially good date to have
an open house to show UCV members the new secure storage for
the Archives in Biddle, and for members to talk to us about the
conservation, record-keeping and preservation systems we are
using to keep the archival materials intact and in good order. We'll
have a Forum in January in concert with the worship service to
explain what materials we have in the UCVArchives that might be
useful to member and committee researchers and historians
preparing for upcoming events: The UCV Anniversary-Centenary
Year is coming up January through December of 2009, and the IIP
Canadian Unitarian and Universalist Women's History Project
presentation in Ottawa will be May 15-19, with the presentations
published the following year.

Both submitting and viewing archival materials will be an
intricate and supervised process, since archives house original
materials that we do not want misplaced or damaged, but our
bulletin board area and Forum will be presenting some of the
humanity, humour, copies of photographs, inspiring Church
activities and quaint language which characterize some of our
archival history.

Do you have

Take a moment to look them over during or after the
Holidays and talk to us after the Forum in January! Watch for more
information in the Orders-of-Service in December, and on the
Archives Committee section of the Hewett Hall bulletin board.

recognizable, preferably dated photos
of UCV events and people you'd like to donate to the UCV
archives?

at home

!Wyndy Knox Carr, for the Archives Committee,
Diana Ellis, Chair, 733-1058

Philosophers'
Fireside Café

7 - 9 PM, Third Friday of Each Month
Unitarian Centre, 949 West 49th Ave (at Oak St.)
Everyone welcome. Pre-registration not required.

Admission is $5.
The evenings are as warm as our fireside, as welcoming as our

carpet, as comfortable as our new chairs and as interesting as the
diverse, intelligent people we attract. The supportive, friendly
atmosphere will encourage you to participate actively and share
your unique and interesting thoughts and perspective. Moderator:

has a Masters in Social Policy and Planning
and is an#IDEASage$ with , a service
consultancy.

Randall MacKinnnon
MackINNOVATION

Next Café:  Friday, December 21st

!Randall MacKinnon, 604-582-4651
Moderator, Philosophers' Fireside Café

"we dialogue therefore we are....."

! Is there a universal gift or greeting" that will not get lost or
devalued in the transaction or translation?
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Our Book Bash on October 14th
brought in $ 461. The money will be used
to purchase new books and magazines for
the library. Special thanks to Barbara
Schafer for organizing the sale, and thanks
to all who contributed books and to all who
came to buy.

We purchased two new books by Karen
Armstrong,

. Arthur Hughes
donated

by Paul
Grieve, and also

by Michael Onfray. From
Harold Brown we have
by James LutherAdams.

The Bible: A Biography and
The Great Transformation

Islam: History, Faith and Politics:
The Complete Introduction

In Defense of Atheism:
The Case Against Christianity, Judaism
and Islam

An Examined Faith

Two books that we thought were too
important to be put into the Book Bash
Sale:

by Vandana Shiva; and

by Milan Rai, with a chapter by Noam
Chomsky.

And finally, by our
own Dorothy Goresky. Happy Reading!
The Library subscribes to the following
magazines:

(from the University of
California),

, and . All
books and magazines can be borrowed for
three weeks.

Staying Alive: Women, Ecology and
Development War
Plan Iraq: Ten Reasons Against War With
Iraq

Passions In Poetry

The Economist, GEIST
Magazine, Consumer Reports, Berkeley
Wellness Letter

Humanist Canada, Yes! A
Journal of Positive Futures, Horizons, The
Guardian Weekly Utne Reader

! Lucy Stewart, Chair,
604-739-7725

Good News!
LIBRARY

Daytimers are putting together, in
research and stories, the quilt of people
who make up the fabric of Canada,
meeting as usual on the Thursdays
designated, in the Fireside Room of
Hewett Centre.

In December, one meeting will be
dedicated to this purpose, the other, to
celebration of our community of interests
and the season. Gay Kuchta and friends
have generously offered to do the cooking
and preparation for the Christmas
luncheon for Daytimers and church staff
on the thirdThursday of December.

John
Church will describe the beginnings and
development of Canada's Francophone
population. Following a bring-your-own
bag lunch, we will reconvene at 1 PM to
hear Pat McEwan and Kay Lannon talk
about the historical paths to Canada taken
by their families.

Daytimers, church staff and friends
will gather for conversation, tales of
Christmases past and a turkey and potluck
luncheon in Hewett Centre.

Thursday, December 6, 11 AM:

Thursday, December 20, 11 AM to 2
PM:

! Wanda Justice, 604-327-1851
cljlah@shaw.ca

DAYTIMERS

Composition
of Canada

Sunday Lunches
Lunches booked for December are:
December 9: Refugee Committee
December 16 Youth Group
December 23: Men's Group

To schedule a date for your group to serve
lunch, please contactDoris Lowe, 604-
435-6183.

New Books and
Mary MacDonald

Several new books have been acquired by
the UCV Library:
* Maude Barlow's

is a gift of Barb
Taylor. Barlow is the head of the Council of
Canadians and recently spoke on the global
right to water and what Canadians can do to
stop the sale, corporate use and pollution of
Canadian and B.C. water. (For example:
Drink and promote the purity of public
access to tap water and reject plastic-
bottled water, the Gateway container-port
project and the privatization of the 5 Rivers
by B.C. Hydro, which may also quadruple
our electric power rates.)
* Peter Drucker's interviews with many
church, hospital and educational
organization managers

1990, a gift of Wyndy Knox
Carr.
* Irshad Marji,

2003, a gift fromArthur Hughes.
* Silver Ravenwolf,

2003, a gift salvaged from the
Book Bash pile by Wyndy Knox Carr and
Andrea Nicki.
Read on, Unitarians!

We are also concerned about our
Literature Stall Coordinator, Mary
MacDonald, who is recovering from
surgery in St. Paul's. Please call her if you
can and network with her other friends to
help her out once she returns home! Thank
you.

Wyndy J. Knox Carr, M.F.A., M.L.I.S
Research Librarian, Copywriter, Editor

Blue Covenant: The
Global Water Crisis and the Coming Battle
for the Right to Water, 2007

Managing the
Nonprofit Organization: Principles and
Practices,

The Trouble with Islam: A
Wake-up Call for Honesty and Change,

Solitary Witch: The
Ultimate Book of Shadows for the New
Generation,

%Lucy Stewart, Chair, 739-7725/ wc

wjkc@interchange.ubc.ca
Ask Why! Says Who! Compared to What?

Annual Planning Meeting

Please join us for our 2008/09Annual
Congregational Planning Meeting.
Come help shape the church and its
activities in the coming year. Bring a
dish to share for the potluck lunch.

Saturday, January 19, 9 AM-3 PM
in Hewett Hall

! Elisabeth J. Geller
President of the Board

,

Photos for
UCV Archives

This is a call to all of you who stow things
away, to look in your old and new files and
shoe boxes of pictures to (a) locate

from the recent
and past, and (b)

Our only criteria are
that the pictures be dated (the year at least),
and the event/action and people in the
photo be named. If you've got such
goodies, collect them up and give us a call.

photos
of UCV events and people

consider giving them to
the UCV archives.

! Diana Ellis, 604-733-1058,
.di@intergate.ca

The Solidarity Notes will celebrate the
season and release their second CD at
UCV. The first half of this concert will
consist of performances by talented
members of the choir, and the second
half will feature songs from their new CD.
Refreshments and a silent auction will be
available during the intermission. Ticket
info:

The Solidarity Notes
Choir Concert

and
CD Release

Saturday, December 8th, 7 PM

UCV Sanctuary

dcrysler@hotmail.com

LIBRARY
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At the September 9 EGM we discussed the pros and cons of
selling a portion of the UCV property in order to raise funds to
offset our annual operating deficit.

In its report, the Site Redevelopment Exploration Committee
identified the parking lot and some adjacent lands that could
possibly be sold for multi-family residential development. The
Committee recommended that $3,250,000 net be the
proceeds for any sale of land. If invested at 4.5%, $3,250,000
would generate $146,250 p.a. income.

th

minimum

Comments and questions:
²

²

²

²

²

²

²

²

²

Is selling land really an appropriate strategy to deal with an
operating deficit? Shouldn!t income pay for expenditures on an
annual basis with special fund raising for capital projects?

Let!s think big and investigate the possibility of putting a
high-rise residential tower on the Hewett Centre part of our
property with the lower two floors for UCVuse.

Your report says that if we sell the parking lot and possibly the
garden site and land on Oak Street, it will be used for expensive,
privately owned townhouses. I!d much prefer housing for a
community of Unitarians with units for singles, couples and
families.

I!ve heard that as a condition of rezoning and subdividing, the
City will likely require that the remainder of the property be
legally designated#heritage$which could mean restricting any
changes we might want to make in the future. I!m not sure that
tying our hands for all time would be such a good idea.

Have a look at Cavell Gardens in Richmond. This church
allowed the redevelopment of its land for a campus style seniors
housing project and now has long term continuing income and
new facilities.

Any so-called#surplus$ land should be used for housing for
the disadvantaged in keeping with our Unitarian principles.

During the early 1960!s, the members of our church had the
tremendous foresight to purchase this property and to design an
architecturally unique complex of buildings. This is our legacy
and I think we have a responsibility to maintain and care for it. If
selling off some land will get us through a difficult financial
period, then I am for it. After all, our church is the people, not
the real estate.

If we are going to raise funds from the sale of land, wouldn!t it
make more sense to use the money to upgrade the rather
obsolete Hewett Centre and office building? We must retain the
relationship of the three buildings and the outdoor space and
grounds as envisioned by the original architect.

Is the InterSpiritual Centre Society interested in possibly
buying land and /or sharing UCV facilities? I!d be much more
comfortable with that idea than selling our land for high-end
townhouses.

As you can see, there has been quite a range of comments and
questions. The Committee recommended that no formal sub-
mission be made to the City until after the adoption of new Eco-
density development guidelines. The strike has delayed this. The
Board did send a letter to the InterSpiritual Centre Society and
discussions are on-going. ! Gordon Gram

UCV Property Investigation How I Spent My Summer Vacation
I was in the West Bank town of Anata for two weeks in July,

helping to rebuild Palestinian homes demolished by Israeli
authorities. I was one of dozens of volunteers participating in the
Summer Rebuilding Experience, a work/study camp hosted by the
Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions (ICAHD,

)
The work was at once challenging and rewarding. On our third

day of building we witnessed the destruction of another home just
down the road from where we were working. We quickly resolved
to rebuild that one too, and eight days later we handed over the keys
to the beaming, appreciative family: father, mother and two
teenaged daughters, who live there.

Israel has demolished thousands of Palestinian houses since
occupying the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 1967. Will the
homes we rebuilt this summer still be standing a year, or a month, or
a day, from now? I don!t know. I do know that giving a little of my
own sweat to the cause of resisting the occupation and building for
peace was useful and exhilarating, and I plan to be back.

I!ll be speaking at the Church in January about my work with
ICAHD. Please watch for details.

www.icahd.org

The Bulletin
! Stephen Aberle

R.E. Update: Holiday Pageant
LIFESPAN RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION

Our CRE classes are going strong and preparing for this year!s
holiday pageant for the next few weeks and then celebrating the
holidays. If you are interested (adults are very welcome too) in a
pageant role, please email or phone me (Caroline). Classes will
resume on January 6 (whew, how did that happen so fast!).

Beginning November 28 , we will be having a monthly family
night at the church! Come and join us for a communal spaghetti
dinner for only $5 per family to begin the evening, and then join in
the fun for the whole family. Each month will have a different focus
and will include activities for kids, parents and/or adults with child
care for the wee ones.All are welcome!Agreat opportunity to meet
others in the community and have some fun, all at the same time!

Some of our youth group attended the Pacific Northwest
District!s Fall Conference and the BC Regional Gathering. They
had an excellent time and send out sincere thanks to Cheryl
Amundsen, Bob Ennenberg, Jane Slemon and Tony Roper for
volunteering to drive and supervise the youth on these trips. Our
youth will also be serving coffee and lunch once per month to raise
money for various causes and other conferences.

Multi-faith calendars are on sale after church each week. Get
yours before they are all gone!

ARE is running smoothly. Our many programs finish up this
month and we are collecting proposals for the winter/spring term. If
you have an idea for a program, contact either Caroline or Fritz
Muntean. Our next brochure should be out with the next .

th

th

Bulletin
Happy Holidays! ! Caroline Farley  Director,

Lifespan Religious Exploration
,

"Sing as if no one is listening, dance as if no one is
watching and LOVE like you have never been hurt." (Rumi)
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By the time you read this, we may
finally have our newAfghan family with us,
including the two little boys. Thanks so
much to all those who contributed books,
toys and clothing. More warm winter
clothing is still needed: the boys are two and
five.

We're glad you joined us for our two
lunches in November, and supported our
raffle. Our raffle draw is on December 2nd
and our next lunch is on December 9th. We
always welcome your feedback, your
questions and your ideas. Our meetings are
on the 4th Sunday of each month in the
Board Room at 12:30 and all are welcome!
For more information on us, contact one of
the

.
There has been considerable recent

media coverage about refugee claimants
arriving in Canada. The following
information is provided in order to give
more context and correct some
misinformation:

Canada is not being#inundated$ by
refugee claimants. There is neither a
#tsunami$ nor a #flood$ of refugee
claimants entering Canada. Inflammatory
and hyperbolic rhetoric like this distorts the
truth and does a disservice to those who are
fleeing human rights abuses and need
Canada's protection. In reality, the number
of claims has gone up in recent months but
this is normal: numbers always fluctuate
from month to month and from year to year.
In 2001, there were close to 45,000 claims
being made. In 2005, there were fewer than
20,000.Abus filled with 40 people wishing
to make claims is insignificant in relation to
the overall number of claims. It represents
only a small fraction of 1% of the total
number of claims likely to be made in the
year. Most claims in Canada are made from
within Canada at an immigration office
(62% in 2000). About a third of all claims
are made at the Etobicoke office (which
covers Toronto). Claims at the border
represented only one in five claims made in
2006.The number of claimants in Canada is
trivial compared with many other
countries. Syria is hosting over a million
Iraqi refugees. This is equivalent, on a per
capita basis, to Canada receiving over two
million refugees.

Some people make a claim in Canada

Co-Chairs, Fiona Graham, 604-886-
4810, orVirginia Crabill, 604-731-9393

after having been abused and exploited by
unscrupulous agents who sell false
information. Some have been told that

REFUGEE COMMITTEE

there is a special program for people of
their nationality or that they can apply for a
work permit and then proceed to permanent
residency. Having arrived in Canada and
found that the information is false, they are
in a much worse situation than before they
came to Canada. Many refugee assistance
organizations in Canada and the US are
working hard to ensure that people have
accurate information about Canada's
refugee programs
. Unfortunately, they are now feeling
threatened by the Canadian government
which has sent a strong message of
intimidation by arresting a representative
of such an organization, Janet Hinshaw-
Thomas and charging her with#aiding and
abetting$refugees (see the November 2007

). Meanwhile, people known to be
taking money in exchange for false
information about Canada's programs are

facing prosecution.
If you wish to help the Refugee

Committee financially, you can donate by
writing your name, address and#For the
Sheilah Thompson Refugee Fund$ on the
envelope containing your gift. Make
cheques payable to#Unitarian Church of
Vancouver$ with the memo#For Sheilah
Thompson Refugee Fund$.

The support of this incredible
congregation is greatly appreciated!

Bulletin

not

! Virginia Crabill,
Refugee/Social Justice Liaison

Green Mobility
for Everyone!

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Want to save money, get healthy and
protect the environment at the same time?
Join (Better Environmentally Sound
Transportation), BC!s transportation
solution specialists, on Saturday, February
2nd from 9 AM to 3 PM, at the Vancouver
Unitarian Church, for an informative and
fun training seminar on how to get around
your neighbourhood quickly and
sustainably. Open to all ages and expertise,
this event will provide case studies,
activities, and conversation on how to bring
sustainable transportation into your home
and your community. Amble 30 minutes a
day with your new walking club to burn
300 ca lo r ies a day, keep your
neighbourhood safe and social, and stop
yourself from driving the 2-km a day to the
local grocery store. Refuse to get out of
your car? Learn eco-driving tips that could
reduce your fuel bill by 50% and prevent
the emission of over a tonne of green house
gases. Contact Graham Noble at 604-669-
2860 or to register.
Don't hesitate to contact me at and I can put
in a few revisions.

BEST

graham@best.bc.ca

! Graham Noble, 604-689-2860,
BEST Program Co-ordinator, (Better

Environmentally Sound Transportation)
The Environment Committee will meet in
the Board Room, Sunday, Dec. 14, at 12:30
sharp. All welcome.

! Karl Perrin (Chair) 604-872-7326
and Lily Ha (Treasurer)

The reasons for riding the bus as much as
possible are number-less%we will cover
them in the next few months. One obvious
one is you meet people you will rarely run
into in your usual car-bound state. Most are
worth meeting. The second%many, as they
get off the bus, yell their thanks to the
driver. I have never seen an acknow-
ledgement about the passengers who
appreciate the experience day after day.
Share ideas and actions too.

all

your
! Dolores Bates

What Can Do?I
For many years people have driven
past our church not knowing or noticing
that we!re here, sometimes even
looking for us and being unable to. But
thanks to the almost single-handed
efforts and ingenuity of Hans Elfert this
will no longer be the case: Check out
our new sign at the corner of 49 and
Oak, especially after dark. Thank you,
Hans. Thank you!A magnificent effort!

th

A Sign of the Times!

!Elliott Dainow

The Task of Sorting Out Refugee Problems

United Way
Campaign 2007

In the event that you will be participating
in this year!s campaign and your donations
are directed to UCV, our charity number is
108102161rr0001. If you require any
further information, please feel free to
contact me in the office.

! %Ravina Sangara, Bookkeeper
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What a coincidence that three UCV members have recently
moved to West 11 Avenue near Granville!

did indeed#tie the knot$onAugust 25 at our
church. They!ve found a cute apartment at 1645 W. 11 . Matt
has been working in Seattle four days a week but soon will be
home full-time with Zosia, who is actively involved with her
friend in the UBC Campus Ministry
program. The Browns! new phone number is 604-628-4970.
And yes,Arthur did polish that getaway car and it never looked
better!

The Browns! new neighbours, just a block away, are
and his partner . They

recently bought a condo at 107-1551 W. 11 Avenue (V6J 2B5)
and moved in on October 10 . Bennett, a man of many talents,
could well be the new Vice President of UCV by the time you
read these lines.

Not far down the street is yet another UCV neighbour,
, who bought a co-op at 1149 W. 11 at the end of

September, having received a good price for his former place in
NewWestminster. Congratulations to all in their new digs!

By the way, Reed recently also became a great uncle, and his
mother, , a great grandmother. Her grandson
(Reed!s nephew) welcomed

into the world onAugust 13 .
It!s nice to see UCVmembers continuing to make headlines.

!s September 16 ordination, along with
her Faithful Fools and street ministry, received front page
coverage in the October 3 . That same issue also
featured UCV member and chaplain who wrote
and led the#Come Out and Celebrate$service of October 14 .
Congratulations to both Laura and Dan!

Congratulations are also in order for UCV member
, who was one of 20 writers from the Simon Fraser Writers!

Studio program to read her own entry at the International
Festival of Writers on October 21 . Her selection was#one of
her early experiences with the culture of the Findhorn
Foundation$, to the amusement of the sellout crowd.

On a more sombre note, we are saddened to hear of the
sudden passing of . More on this interesting lady
next time.

At this writing, is in St. Paul!s Hospital
recuperating from surgery. We hope she!s well on the way to
recovery by press time.

has been moved to Fellburn Care
Centre, 6050 E. Hastings St., Burnaby (V5B 1R6). Though he
is now in a wheelchair, he is alert and he welcomes visitors.

Finally, writes that she and
#are living in the micro centro of Buenos Aires. Joe!s children,
grandchildren and two sisters all live within about one hour,
north and south, by train or bus. It!s spring here now.$

Please#spring$ forward with your news! And here!s
wishing you all a pleasant, safe and peaceful Holiday Season.
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Zosia (nee Bornik)
and Matt Brown

Samantha Taylor

Bennett Mitten Orlando Frizado

Reed
Harris

Claire Buckland
Kevin Harris and his wife Jenny

JackAlexanderHarris

Rev. Laura Friedman

Dan Enright

Leslie
Hill

Paula Seaton

Mary McDonald

Harold Douglas Brown

Franci Louann Joe Martins

Courier

! Ann Foster, 604-736-2117
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New Homes: Busy Lives FORUM
December 2: International Council of Unitarians and
Universalists: Mary Bennett, CUC Executive Director,
attended ICUU (#I see you too$) in November and will give
us an update on Unitarianism around the world; and some
national information about the Canadian Unitarian Council,
too. Did you enjoy the Annual Conference & Meeting here
in Vancouver last year? Mary will also give an update on
plans for the OttawaACM this coming May.

December 9:Human Rights issues.

December16:Board Forum. Input and feedback.
December 23:
December 30:

No Forum
No Forum

New Provincial Electronics
Recycling Program

Last year, the BC Government issued an amendment to the
Recycling Regulation, requiring manufacturers, distributors, and
retailers of designated electronics (computer equipment and TVs)
in BC to be part of an industry take-back and recycling program.

Effective August 1 , 2007, consumers can drop off used
electronics equipment at the 70 collection sites across the province,
free of charge. The program is funded by the Environmental
Handling Fee (EHF) levied on the sale of new products, including
on line sales. Electronics Stewardship Association of BC
(ESABC) and Encorp Pacific (Canada), both being not-for-profit
stewardship organizations, are conducting and managing the
program.

According to the Encorp web site, recycled equipment is
processed to recover metals, glass and plastics to be reused as raw
materials, and not landfilled or shipped to developing countries.
Hazardous materials are disposed of in an environmentally sound
manner.

See for details on collection sites, items
acceptable, EHF list, large volume pick up service and Recycling
Regulations, or call Lily Ha (604-435-8710). Share this good news
with your family, friends, co-workers and groups. Most Salvation
Army stores accept your electronics for recycling.

st

www.encorp.ca

! Lily Ha (Treasurer), Karl Perrin (Chair), 604-872-7326
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We have recently received a bequest
from the estate of Paula Grasdal,

long time active member
for  whom our church
meant  a  great  deal.
We  are  grateful  for

her  enduring  sup-
port, and we thank

the family for
honouring

her bequest.

This is the month of the
, and a

celebration of the return of
light. As you ponder the
mystery of death and
rebirth, in your own
context, look at your estate
planning, and consider
leaving a legacy through
the various planned giving
options available through

winter solstice

the Unitarian Church. Contact the Legacy Committee.
! Rainer Borkenhagen, 604-221-6631

LEGACY ADVISORY


