
THE BULLETIN

CHURCH SERVICES IN APRIL

THE UNITARIAN CHURCH OF VANCOUVER APRIL 2008
949 West 49 Ave., Vancouver BC, V5Z 2T1 Tel:604-261-7204  Fax: 604-261-7205
Editor: Gerry Hayle  Unitarian Church Website: http://vancouver.unitarians.ca  Email:ucv@telus.net

Relationships:
The Dance that Never Ends

Sunday, April 6, 11 AM
Jeannie Corsi and Alastair Mont

In music and words we explore the
fascinating subject of relationships.
Jeannie Corsi will tell us about six
generations of relationships in her
family, a continuity of over 250 years.
Alastair Mont, a member of the First
Unitarian Church of Victoria and CUC
networker for Vancouver Island, will
share theories and experiences he has
had as a social worker and family
therapist.

The Tree of Life
Sunday, April 13, 10:45 AM

Rev. Dr. Phillip Hewett
The current splendid exhibition at

the Vancouver Art Gallery on "The
Tree" (continuing until April 20) is
announced as(a subject that inspires
awe and instills reverence!, through its
(association with the spiritual and
sublime!. It has obvious symbolic
values for us in BC, and over the years
has had particular meanings for me as a
guide to life, cutting deep below all
theological conflicts.
Please join us at 10:45 for ingathering
singing with Joyce Poley.

Sacrificing Science on
the Altar of Religion:

Intelligent Design and
!Theistic Science"

Sunday, April 27, 11 AM
Peter McKnight

This service sees the return of Peter
McKnight of the Vancouver Sun for the
second in his four-part series of
services on the relationship between
Science and Religion. Creationists and
Intelligent Design theorists claim that
they are not anti-science, but are
merely trying to counter the atheistic
and unscientific biases of modern
science. But their stated aim of
replacing modern science with what
they call "theistic science# is a thinly
veiled attempt to substitute religion for
the most reliable method we have for
discovering the truth about the natural
world.

Relationship
with Creation

Sunday April 20, 11 AM
Gordon Price

For our Earth Day Service this year
we welcome Gordon Price. His name is
familiar to most of us. He was born on

Vancouver Island, and spent 6 years as
a City Councillor in Vancouver. He is
Director of the City Program at Simon
Fraser University and is also an
Adjunct Professor at the University of
British Columbia for the School of
Community and Regional Planning.

From Thomas Homer-Dixon to
Doug Todd, those who came of age in
our time found their world view shaped
by the power of this place. Not
surprising, then, that we in the upper
left hand corner of North America,
more than most, care passionately
about environmental issues, and
struggle with our fears that our species
may not survive its own handiwork.

Labyrinths are symbolic forms of
pilgrimage. Labyrinths are used by
modern mystics to help achieve a
contemplative state. Walking among
the turnings, one loses track of
direction and of the outside world, and
thus quiets one!s mind. We walk the
path, ascending toward enlightenment,
then return to the world.

!Louise Bunn

The UCV Pagan and
Labyrinth Committees present

A Labyrinth Walk
and Meditation

7:30 PM, Wednesday, April 9,
in Hewett Centre

2009 Is Our Centenary Year
from January 1 till December 31!
We Are Readying the Celebrations!

Diana Ellis and Patience Towler
have been appointed Co-chairs of
the Committee which will oversee
and coord ina te the 100 th
Anniversary Celebrations. Jeannie
Corsi is the Board Liaison to the
Committee.

A wide-ranging and helpful
discussion about the celebrations
took place with our Minister, Rev.
Dr. Steven Epperson, before he left
to continue his sabbatical. We will
soon make contacts with staff,
members and adherents, groups
and committees to invite all of you
to participate in planning for this
very special year.

Diana and Patience look forward to
working with everyone to make our
Centenary joyful and exciting,

! Patience Towler
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By Virginia Crabill, Social Justice Committee Liaison,
Sabbatical Coordinating Committee

I came to our church during a hailstorm one evening in February, and,
even though Steven was not on Sabbatical at that time, what I saw was
representative of the months when he has been. There was a meeting being
held in the Board Room. Lights spilled warmly into the courtyard. Amnesty
International was writing letters in the Hall of Hewett Centre, the War
Resisters were in Budny, and women mystics were being dis-cussed in the
Fireside Room, to the patter of rain on the skylights. I could hear laughter in
Lindsey-Priestley, glimpse lights and activity downstairs.

What a vibrant hub of activity! We are not simply holding our community
together while our minister Steven Epperson is on Sabbatical, we are
actively thriving and living our community! I am on the Sabbatical
Coordinating Committee (SCC), which serves as a resource to the
Congregation and the Board during our minister's absence. It is the SCC!s
main function to offer planning, communication and coordination links
among UCV's many programs that will be directly affected during the
Sabbatical period. All of UCV wants to participate in maintaining a
cohesive, interactive, viable core during Steven's Sabbatical. From what I
saw that cold February night, we are doing so, splendidly!

On the SCC I am the liaison with the Social Justice Committee.We, on the
SJC, are fortunate to have Leslie Kemp as our Chair. Since the summer, we
have had several planning meetings, while making sure we are open to the
interests and priorities of our congregants. Input from both the Committee
and our congregation maps out our priorities. From these planning sessions
have arisen five action groups: the Campaign Against Homelessness;
Diversity Focus; the Social Charter Campaign; Political Action/Strategy;
and Peace/Solidarity. We made the decision to emphasize local issues but all
members have interests in various national/international issues and will
continue their activities and advocacy on topics of their concerns.

Since September, we have held several Forums, among which are:
Electoral Reform for a Proportional Electoral System;Advocacy for Mental
Patients; Disability Rights Advocacy; Viet Nam and Iraqi War Resisters;
B.C. Health Care Workers; Privatization of Power: Selling B.C.'s Rivers;
and Affordable Housing. With Jews for a Just Peace, we co-sponsored two
reports from the West Bank on back-to-back Friday and Saturday evenings.
We aim to hold two Forums every month and we hope to bring back our
popular Friday Night Movies, featuring films themed on social activism.

We know many people come to Unitarianism trusting in its proud history
of social justice, and we hope to fulfill this trust. Let us know how we're
doing!

R E Update for April
RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION

Well, the flowers are blooming and there is
definitely the smell and feel of spring in the air. All of
our RE programs are running along smoothly.

In our children!s program, is ahit! Watch
for the Order-of-Service for notices on when the next
mock classroom is scheduled so that you can
experience this new religious education model. This
spring, our grades 4 to7 class will be tackling the Web
of Life after a module on "Children Like Me# which
looked at issues facing children around the world.
They have also had two very successful "sock and
sandwich# Sundays. Our next sock and sandwich
making supply collection day is March 30 and then
again onApril 20.

Join us on the third Wednesday of the month for
"Spaghetti Night# community dinners. Because
Spring Break this year will fall on our regular family
spaghetti dinner evening, it will be happening on the
4 Wednesday which is March 26. If you would like to
help prepare, come at 5 PM; dinner is served at 6 PM.
We are asking that attendees bring a potluck dessert
or contribute to a communal Caesar salad (ie.
romaine lettuce, Caesar dressing, croutons,
parmesan). All are welcome! We ask that dinner
guests give a suggested donation of $5 per family.

NewARE classes are coming to UCV! Beginning in
April, look for (with Dolores Bate),

(with Debra Thorne) and
(with Harold Rosen).

Planning is now underway for our fall slate of
programs which will include a second offering of

, , some interfaith
classes and much more. If you have an idea for a fall
program please contact Caroline at the office or Fritz
Muntean.

Spirit Play

Golden Dreams A
Deepening Path Evolution:
Unfolding Life, Culture and Spirit

Spirit
of Life Building Your Own Theology

th

Lifespan Religious Exploration
Caroline Farley, Director,
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Voting in Committee
In order to vote on motions in
committee meetings, a person must be
a member of the Unitarian Church of
Vancouver, except for where spe-
cifically approved by the Board.

The following clause has been added to
our and
applies to members holding functions
in church facilities as well.

If you are planning to serve alcohol at
your event, you will need to acquire
either a private or public Special
Occasion License. Please fax a copy of
your license to the church office two (2)
weeks prior to your event. The license
must be posted where alcohol is served.
No alcohol is permitted outside the
facility.

Use of Premises Agreement

!Michael Aze
Administrative Director

,

michaelaze@telus.net

The Circle Dinner program is off
and running! We have about 65 people
registered, including three families.

The next date for a circle dinner is
April 18, then May 16 and June 20. If
you would like to join us, please call
me.

I would like to introduce to you
these new members who have joined us
this winter: Steve Merrett, Catherine
Hembling, Julie Cowie, Theresa
Marion, Paul Wright, Ronald de Haan,
Renée Robert, Patrick Dubois, Fritz
Durst, Lily Ha, John and Amy Napier-
Hemy, Toni Piwonka-Corle, Timothy
Piwonka-Corle, and Lindsay Undem.

Please look for them at coffee
hour. Wear your name tag and invite
them to join you for lunch.

!Joan Armstrong, 604-731-8786
joanarm@shaw.ca

Circle Dinners
On the 19 of February, I received a

letter requesting information about
UCV!s and Unitarian beliefs and
philosophy. After sending out UCV,
CUC and UUA brochures to Elizabeth
Keller, who lives out in Chilliwack, I
received this following letter in the
mail. With it, she included a donation
of $100. This community makes a
difference!

th

!Ruth McIntosh, Minister's Secretary

To: [Ms] Ruth McIntosh
20 Feb. 2008

Thank you so very much for the
brochures about your church. I do not
have a car and will likely never be in a
position to visit any of the locations
mentioned. But I confess I am more
than happy to know there are people
who do not have braces on their brain. I
support people who are able to do their
own thinking and reasoning. God bless
you all. Now I do not feel alone in my
beliefs. Shalom, Love and Peace

Elizabeth Keller
P.S. I do not have a computer and do
not intend to get one.

Yes, We Do Make
a Difference

Renowned Israeli Historian
Dr. Ilan Pappe will speak on
the ethnic cleansing of
Palestine on Saturday, March
29, 7 pm, at the Vancouver
Public Library, Central
Branch.

Dr. Pappe is here on a cross-
Canada tour, and will only be
in Vancouver one day. This is
thus a rare opportunity to
hear from one of the experts
on the Middle East.

Important
Opportunity

If you are ever going to love me,
Love me now, while I can know
The sweet and tender feelings
Which from true affection flow.
Love me now
While I am living,
Do not wait until I!m gone
And then have it chiseled in marble,
Sweet words on ice-cold stone.
If you have tender thoughts of me,
Please, tell me now,
If you wait until I am sleeping,
Never to awaken,
There will be death between us,
And I won!t hear you then.
So, if you love me, even a little bit,
Let me know it while I am living
So I can treasure it.

If you are ever going to love me,
Love me now, while I can know
The sweet and tender feelings
Which from true affection flow.
Love me now
While I am living,
Do not wait until I!m gone
And then have it chiseled in marble,
Sweet words on ice-cold stone.
If you have tender thoughts of me,
Please, tell me now,
If you wait until I am sleeping,
Never to awaken,
There will be death between us,
And I won!t hear you then.
So, if you love me, even a little bit,
Let me know it while I am living
So I can treasure it.
Poet unknown

Courtesy Robert Kirby

If You Are Ever
Going to Love Me

Courtesy Roberta Kirby
Poet unknown
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Submission Guidelines for The Bulletin

In order to make editing a less onerous task, we
will periodically run these official Submission
Guidelines. We must ask you to follow them as
the scheduling for keyboarding, editing,
proofing, doing layout, graphics, production
and printing is very tight. If materials are
submitted without regard for these standards,
they will be returned to the author for revision. It
is not possible for the editors to do secretarial
work for the authors.

The deadline for submissions is strictly
enforced. It is the first Tuesday of each month
before the month of publication. It is better to
send it in early for better presentation, graphics
and layout.

Include your full name and phone number on
the submitted work itself, and where possible
include your email address. If you don!t want
these printed, say so, but we need them. State
the issue you are submitting it for, and state the
group or committee for whom the piece is
created.

Send each submission separately, fully
identified as above. Do not format: Do not hit
$enter! except to indicate the end of a
paragraph. Use caps where indicated: do
not SHOUT. Hard copies should be on letter-
size paper, double-spaced, one-sided.
If you have absolutely no means of
keyboarding, you may use hand-printing as
above. Script is acceptable.

1. DEADLINE

2. IDENTIFICATION

3. LEGIBILITY

only

not

4.ACCURACY
Check your facts! Check the spelling of proper
names and titles, and the accuracy of phone
numbers and numeric data. Be clear about the
use of quotations etc. and indicate the use of
diacritical marks

5. DELIVERY OPTIONS

ghayle@telus.net

Email is preferred. Using copy-and-paste into
the body of the letter is often more reliable than
using attachments, which sometime will not
open. Please do not use .pdf!s as they cannot
be edited.
Send to: which is always
found on page 2 of .
Hard copies can be mailed or brought to the
office, or can be faxed. Be sure they have the
identifying info as described above.

6. Please do not submit the same material
more than once as that means doing a word-
by-word comparison to find out if they are
identical or not. If there are changes, resubmit
the entire report as soon as possible and state
that it is to replace the first report. Coordinate
with your committee so that duplication of
submissions does not occur.

The editors do not compose or rewrite text,
guess at instructions, do research, struggle
with illegible script or hunt up phone numbers.
Editors edit. If you do not abide by the Guide-
lines, out work load could be doubled, and that
is unacceptable.

Thank you! Your help will make our task easier
and a better publication.

The Bulletin

The Bulletin

!Gerry Hayle, Editor, The Bulletin
604-322-1644 ghayle@telus.net
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Blossoming plum and flowering
cherry trees on our city's streets have
given us all a dose of spring fever,
changing topics here and delving into
current mysteries there. Daytimers
continue to enjoy getting together for
discussions, histories, lunch and
information in response to old and new
questions. If you've the time to join us,
please do on the Thursdays and times
designated below. Don't forget to bring
your own bag lunch and we'll see you
in the Fireside Room in the Hewett
Centre.
Thursday, April 3rd, 11 AM:

1 PM

John
Church will speak of his family and
their origins; when and where they
arrived and settled in Canada. After a
break for lunch, at , the afternoon
topic, "The Shift from the Morals of
Civil Governance to Market Ethics#.
"Is it possible or a good idea to reverse
the shift, and if so, how?# will be the
subject of a round group discussion
until 2 PM.
Thursday,April 17th, 11AM: Martin
Toren, political science teacher from
Langara College, will attempt to
untangle the mysteries of the U.S.
Electoral System to the group.
Quest ions and conversat ions
following will no doubt flow through
the lunch hour.
From 1 to 2 PM: Provincial and
Federal Priorities will be the subjects
of the second discussion arising from
Rev. Dr. Steven Epperson's January
meeting with Daytimers.

!Wanda Justice, 604-327-1851
cljlah@shaw.ca

DAYTIMERS

The Book Club

Doris Lessing

meets in Budney at
12:30 PM on the first Sunday of each
month. We welcome all comers. OnApril 6
we will discuss Nobel Prize winning
author , and her writings,
primarily (novel) or
her autobiographical material.

Doris Lessing was born Doris May
Tayler in Persia (Iran) on October 22, 1919,
to British parents. In 1925, lured by the
promise of riches through maize farming,
the family moved to the British colony of
Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), but were
unsuccessful as farmers. Lessing has
described her childhood as an uneven mix
of some pleasure and much pain
("miserable childhood#). The natural
world, which she explored with her
brother, was her place of retreat.

Lessing, a self-educated intellectual,
did not graduate from high school and
commented that unhappy childhoods seem
to produce fiction writers. She fought
against the biological and cultural
imperatives of her generation that fated her
to sink without a murmur into marriage and
motherhood, and was criticized for being
too much like a man. "There is a whole
generation of women," (speaking of her
mother) "$ it was as if their lives came to a
stop when they had children$ most got
pretty neurotic". Lessing believes writing
freed her%" writing is setting at a distance,
taking the raw, the individual, the
uncriticized, the unexamined, into the
realm of the general."

Lessing broke new ground with
(1962), a daring

narrative experiment, in which the multiple
selves of a contemporary woman are
rendered in depth and detail. Anna Wulf,
like Lessing herself, strives for ruthless
honesty as she aims to free herself from the
chaos, emotional numbness, and hypocrisy
afflicting her generation.

Although Lessing at one time espoused
communism, she became disenchanted.
She went to England in 1949 and has lived
there ever since. She has written more than
30 books%novels, stories, reportage,
autobiographies, poems and plays%and
has won numerous prizes and accolades.
Please join us.

The Golden Notebook

The
Golden Notebook

BOOK CLUB

!Roberta Kirby, 604-271-1270

Lunches scheduled for the month of April
are as follows:

Partner Church

Refugee Committee

Youth Group

Men's Group

If your group would like to serve a lunch,
please contact me to schedule a date.

April 6:

April 13:

April 20:

April 27:

SUNDAY LUNCHES
This Month%s Menu...

!Doris Lowe, 604-435-6183

Your Spring
Activity

This Will Interest You
The next meeting of the Unitarian

Music Club will be held on Monday,
April 28 at 7:30, in the sanctuary. The
evening will consist of a short informal
concert with performances by Noel
Armstrong, Jeannie Corsi, Ted Kuchta,
Renée Ortil, Gerard Satamian, and
Masako St. James.

The Music Club welcomes all styles
of acoustic music. Performances are
arranged in advance. If you would like to
perform, come and we will set a date.
Everyone is welcome. When you come,
please bring a contribution to re-
freshments.

Because of the church's financial
difficulties, we now put out a donation
basket each month so people who do not
make contributions to the church and are
not low-income can make a contribution.

Dates for the rest of the 2007-2008
season are: May 26 and June 23.
More information? Jeannie Corsi at 604-
224-1040 (
or David Donaldson at 604-224-6010 or

nichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca)

dvdd@telus.net

MUSIC CLUB

#And There Shall Be Music

Latest Additions to the Esteemed
Harvard Dictionary of Music:

Allegretto:

APatella:
Bar Line:

Cacophany:

Dill Piccolini:

Frugalhorn:

Espressivo:

Flute Flies:

Opera Buffa:

Placebo Domingo:
Spritzicato:

Vibrato:

When you're 16 measures into
the piece and realize you took too fast a
tempo

Accompanied by knee-slap-ping
What singers form after the

concert
A performance incorporat-ing

many people with chest colds
An exceedingly small wind

instrument that plays only sour notes
A sensible and inexpensive

brass instrument
Indicates permission to take a

coffee break
Those tiny mosquitos that

bother musicians on outdoor gigs
A musical stage produc-tion

by nudists
A faux tenor

An indication to string
instruments to produce a bright and bubbly
sound

A technique to assist singers who
get confused when the music is marked
"con espressivo"
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Draw big red circles and stars around Sunday April 6th,
the day of the Refugee Committee Fundraiser, featuring the

! It will be in our Sanctuary, at 2
PM. We will also have Afghan jewellery and crafts and
African-themed CD!s for sale in Hewett Centre.
Refreshments will be offered.

So many donations were made to the Sheilah Thompson
Refugee Fund in memory of Sean Smith, Roberta and Chad
Kirby's grandson who was killed in an industrial accident in
Alberta in December last year, that we are now in a position
to help resettle more refugees. We are thinking of another
refugee in theWomen-at-Risk program.

You all know our youngAfrican friend...we are beginning
inquiries into the process that might resettle her family in
Canada. She has not seen them in 7 years. We will certainly
keep you posted. None of this could have come about without
your compassionate generosity!

OurAfghan family has moved to Port Coquitlam. Thanks
to those who offered furniture, helped with the move, and
visited.We wish them well in their new home !

Our lunch this month is April 13 . Thank you so much for
coming to our lunches in March ! Our next meeting is April
27th, at 12:30, in the Board Room. All are welcome! We are
planning the Mother's Day/Flower Communion Service on
May 11th.

Refugee claimants in Canada are eligible for basic social
assistance and emergency health care. However, under
current law, refugee claimants are entitled to only the bare
minimum; they do not, for example, receive full health
coverage or child tax benefits. Most claimants do not want to
rely on social assistance, they try and find work as soon as
they can. They pay taxes, which go towards services for
Canadians to which they themselves are not entitled.

Arefugee claimant is not an " illegal immigrant", a term
that is in any case demeaning as it transfers the illegality to
the person and no one is illegal. There is no such category as
"economic refugee".

For more information on us, contact either of the Co-
Chairs; Fiona Graham, 604-886-4810, or Virginia Crabill,
604-731-9393. If you wish to help the Refugee Committee,
you can donate by writing your name, address and "For
Sheilah Thompson Refugee Fund" on the envelope bearing
your gift. Make cheques payable to "Unitarian Church of
Vancouver" with the memo "For Sheilah Thompson Refugee
Fund".

Universal Gospel Choir

th

!Virginia Crabill, 604-731-9393
Refugee/Social Justice Liaison

REFUGEE COMMITTEE

Are you a senior who wants some extra help around
the house? bring together seniors in
the community who need a hand around the house with
students able to help. The program aims to offer casual
work opportunities for college and university students.
Seniors can arrange to have any number of light tasks
taken care of ranging from house cleaning to yard
work, computer help to shopping. Call us to let us know
what kind of service you need, when you need it and
how often. We will provide you a small list of students
for you to interview. You hire whomever you choose
and pay the student $10 per hour directly. There is a 2
hour minimum. For more information please contact
Emily, 604-736-3588 ext. 33, or
.

The is a
free Senior Peer Counselling program available to all
Seniors living in the Westside. If you are experiencing
depression, loneliness, bereavement or are coping
with the life changes associated with aging, we can
help. Our Peer Counsellors have completed a 50-hour
training course, and all services are completely
confidential. Interested in becoming a Senior Peer
Counsellor? Our next training session starts in April.
Please contact Claudine Claridge at 604-736-3688 ext
46 or for further information.

Seniors' Links

Westside Seniors Peer Support Program

emily@kitshouse.org .

claudine@kitshouse.org

Kits House Offers Services
and Support to SeniorsWe Can Take On Other

Refugee Claimant(s)

Speaking of the maligned pig, in Roviana, Western
Province of Solomon Islands, I heard from my in-laws a
delightful story of how the early missionaries had the native
people totally perplexed when they spoke about putting
pearls before swine. This was because to the Melanesians,
the pig was a highly regarded and extremely valued animal,
while pearls had little or no value, not even as useful, for
example, as mother of pearl from the trochus shell, which
was used for the beautiful inlay work for which the area is
still famous.

Understanding was achieved when the missionaries
switched to speaking of putting holy things (hopena) before
dogs (siki). The dog was considered the lowest of beasts. To
call someone a dog was the gravest insult. The only thing
some might consider worse is to call them a crayfish-head
(batu hikama) because the head of the crayfish is said to be
full of faeces.

A similar amusing historical anecdote about mixed
cultural messages was told to me of the time a British navy
vessel came to pacify the natives of the Roviana and
Vonavona lagoons with a demonstration of power. They
shelled the villages of some"troublemakers#(cont. on p. 7)

Cultural Differences
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$Evolution: Unfolding Life,
Culture & Spirit%

Instructor: Harold Rosen
Unitarian Church, 949 West 49 Avenue, Vancouver

9 Tuesdays, 7:30-9:30 PM, April 8 to June 3
$90 for series or $12 per drop-in session
Register: 604-261-7204 or

or

th

ucv@telus.net
carolinefarley@telus.net

Since the dawn of recorded history, humanity has shown
interest in the unfolding of life, culture and spirit. Sensitivity
to processes of emergence and development may even be
built into human consciousness itself. But in the middle of
the 19 century, (evolution! became an especially
controversial and energizing theme. It had a tremendous
impact in the fields of science, philosophy, art, history and
religion. Why and how did evolutionary thought and
aspiration arise so forcefully? What are its main varieties and
expressions?What implications might evolution hold for our
own sense of life!s meaning and purpose? In this course we
will explore the views of its main spokespersons, listening as
well to voices on the frontiers of science and new spiritual
movements.

th

1.April 8: Introduction:(Genesis!and(The Great Chain
of Being!

2.April 15: Philosophy & Evolution: Romanticism,

Comte & Spencer

3.April 22: Science & Evolution: Darwin, Huxley

& Neo-Darwinism

4.April 29: Creativity & Evolution:

Bergson &Whitehead

5. May 6: Spirit & Evolution:Teilhard &Aurobindo

6. May 13: Purpose, Design & Evolution: Paley,

Du Nouy & Dembski

Harold Rosen is a lifelong student and teacher of
philosophy and religion, with special interest in evolutionary
science. He has three Master!s degrees in Philosophy,
Religion and Education. He is active in the field of interfaith
education, and is the author of several books and curricula on
multicultural and multifaith perspectives. Currently he is
researching selected topics for a book-series on world
religions, history and evolutionary thought.

!Diana Ellis, #Sunday School Helper$
604-733-1058,di@intergate.ca

" ?# This was the question
posed to me by a 7-year-old in our Sunday school class a few
weeks ago. She was creating a booklet about feelings. "

,# I said, thinking hard on my feet for an
open-ended response. I paused, then said

And so the two of us
talked. When I commented that sometimes feeling hopeful
makes me put my hand on my heart, she exclaimed"
!# and proceeded to cut out a heart and draw a hand on it.

She also turned to me with an additional question,"
Ahh

yes, many of us do!
This child!s wonderful and universal question is one of

many that come up in UCV!s new"Spirit Play# children!s
Religious Education class, being led this year by Corina Bye,
RE Assistant (as well as mother and UCV Board member).
"Spirit Play is a Montessori Method curriculum adapted by
UU CRE teacher Nita Penfold from Jerome Berryman!s
"Godly Play#curriculum developed for other faiths. Corina
went to Seattle to be trained by Nita and while the rest of you
are in the Sanctuary every Sunday, she and her adult helpers
are in the Hewett Centre basement classroom facilitating
learning and sharing opportunities for our 4-to-9 year-olds.

Corina makes it easy for other adults to assist in the
classroom, and the schedule gives you lots of open Sundays
to attend church

Would you like to be trained as a Spirit Play
Storyteller? Would you like to participate, as an adult, in a
(mock! classroom experience led by Corina, in order to see
how and what the children are learning? Do consider
participating in the rich experience of being with our UCV
children as they learn what hope, and many other things, feel
like. Contact Corina Bye at , or 604-
594-0587.

What does hope look like

That"s
a good question

, #How about
thinking about what hope s like?$

I"ve got
it

Do you
think many other people talk about things like this?$

. This is saying that new adult helpers are
welcome!

feel

goodlemon@telus.net

What Does Hope Look Like?ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

(cont. from p. 6)but the captain of the ship came ashore to
deliver a warning in person to Kengava, the chief of the
Saikile clan. Kengava offered the captain a meal and served
him in person, seating him on a chair at a European-style
table he had obtained somewhere. Kengava stood beside the
table while the Englishman ate the food brought to him.

The British went away satisfied that Kengava had
demonstrated by his offering of food, and his servile attitude
that he fully understood his place in the scheme of things,
while the entire Saikile tribe marvelled at how Kengava had
greatly increased his mana by having his distinguished guest
accept food from his own hands, and even more, increased
his prestige further by having the guest actually sit before
him and eat the food while he stood by, thus demonstrating
Kangava's dominance as well as his power and generosity.
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EARTH MONTH
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

King Lear: !Blow , winds, and crack your cheeks!
rage! blow!
You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout
Till you have drench'd our steeples, drown'd the
cocks!
You sulphurous and thought-executing fires "!

For millennia, we have struggled to protect humans from
nature, to avoid death, disease, pain, discomfort, and now
through advertising, imagined discomfort, e.g., smells.

During my years in dry Afghanistan, bathing was rare,
deodorant unknown. Yet same sex hugging, walking hand in
hand, smelling $human! was normal. We are trained to fear
nature, "red in tooth and claw#to be sure. But isn!t it overkill to
have antibacterial this and deodorant that? Some flush
unused medicines and toxins down the drain. (Please return
medicines to pharmacy and paints, computers, etc. to
recycling depot.) Where do all those chemicals end up?

Thoreau wrote: "In wildness is the preservation of the
world#. Did he see Nature as divine in its beauty, humbling in
its power, leading to Schweitzer!s "Reverence for Life#?
Once, we struggled to protect ourselves from nature.

, from our "Industrial
Growth Society#. That need is acute in the Lower Mainland,
where a mighty river carved a route to the sea, dropping a
fertile delta at our doorstep. We could love it to death,
consuming farms and delta as we drive, or fly, to "unspoiled#
wilderness: higher, farther, faster.

As April, Earth Month, approaches, let!s slooow down.
The Enviro Committee is preparing a feast right here.

Now
we need to protect Nature from us

You are invited to:
Friday, April 11, 7-9 PM:

Saturday, April 12, 9 AM-4 PM:

Sunday, July 6, 2 PM:

In the Sanctuary,
("%the

Transition from the Industrial Growth Society to the Life-
sustaining Society#, Joanna Macy, .
No registration. By donation.

Fireside Room: A
workshop for 25 with exercises to develop the 5 Spiritual
Practices. Led by Toni Pieroni, RCC, who will talk on:
Gratitude, Facing Fears, Vison, Inter-being and Action.
Toni Pieroni uses exercises from her training with Joanna
Macy. $50, vegan lunch included. Email Karl Perrin at

"Pilgrimage to the Bog#
starts at Deas Island Regional Park: car-pool or bike.
Protecting the river, Sherwood Forest (home to 50-100
eagles plus barn owls galore), and Burns Bog from
devastation.

Staying
Alive and Connected During the Great Turning

Coming Back to Life)

perrink@shaw.ca

The Gateway Resolution passed 75-11 (87% in favour) at the
February 10 EGM. By April, it will be well known. Thank you
to all participants.
The Environment Committee will meet in the Board Room,
Sunday,April 13, at 12:30 sharp. All welcome.

!Karl Perrin, Chair, 604-872-7326

EARTH  HOUR
8 PM, MARCH 29

KAIROS (Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives) and
the World Wildlife Fund want you to turn off your lights for an
hour at 8 pm on Saturday, March 29.Why? Because our use
of fossil fuels, symbolized by a light bulb, is contributing to
global climate change. In 2007, the people of Sydney,
Australia, decided that they could send a powerful message
for change by turning off all their lights at the same time. More
than 2 million citizens and businesses did so. Now, the World
Wildlife Fund is taking Sydney!s history-making moment
global by encouraging people, businesses and communities
all over the world to turn off their lights and demand action on
climate change.

Visit , , ,
for more information and ideas about

how you can get involved.

www.earthhour.org wwf.ca kairoscanada.org
www.re-energize.org

!Rob Dainow

Purchase Fair Trade
Coffee and Chocolate!

Support Environment Committee Projects!

foods tend to be those"essential luxuries#that
we can!t grow ourselves, like coffee, and cacao beans for
chocolate. Through fair trade we can now acquire those
foods without perpetuating the exploitation of the farmers
who produce them. Global agribusiness traps farm workers
in Africa, Central and South America in a vicious cycle of
paying high prices for the"essential#machinery, fertilizers,
pesticides and herbicides required to produce their products,
and receiving low"world prices# for their end product.
These farmers may be lucky to receive $5 per for their
labour! Fair Trade occurs when farmers form cooperatives
and sell their produce at prices which enable them to survive
debt free, educate their children, and have access to basic
medical care%to live with dignity.

Faith-based organizations were the pioneers in retail Fair
Trade products in Canada. The Environment Committee is
happy to sell Fair Trade coffee ($13.50 and $10) and
Chocolate ($4.50) after Service on the first and third
Sundays of the month. Proceeds go to reduce the carbon
footprint of the Church (e.g. weather stripping, efficient
lighting and a super-efficient furnace).

The Environment Committee meets Sunday, April 13,
12:30 PM, in the Boardroom.

FairTrade

month
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FORUM
April 6: Bring your lunch and/or coffee to the
Fireside Room for some delicious discussion and
debate about federal politics. By the end of the hour,
we will see if we can"resolve#anything in the form
of a statement on which all can agree.

April 20: Update from Interspiritual Centre on
Property Development Plans and Presentation
April 27:

,

Are you looking for Havens in a Hectic
World? Here is the book launch of author Star Weiss'
new book

which features the UCV. The author
will sign copies.

Havens in a Hectic World: Finding
Sacred Places

April 13: TBA

FOSTERING COMMUNITY

Rayana Garen Clint Mar

Sean Nickalas Mar Garen

Phillippa Syme

Melissa

Sarah

Justin

Diana Ellis

Charlene and Gordon Gram

Patricia Startin
Doug Metcalfe

Alex

and didn't mind celebrating
Valentine!s Day one day late this year, because on Friday the
15th of February, little entered the
world. Rayana and Clint were featured in the October 2007

when they were looking forward to this
blessed event.

Congratulations to all three, and we welcome this tiny
newcomer to our community. He's currently spending most of
his time eating, growing and sleeping.

Congratulations also to , who has recently
completed work for her Masters! Degree in Canadian Studies
by correspondence, from her undergrad alma mater, Carleton
University in Ottawa. Her thesis was on partnerships that the
Museum of Anthropology has had with aboriginal communi-
ties. She looks forward to a trip to Ottawa to attend the convoca-
tion in June, accompanied by her younger daughter ,
14, in our youth group. In Ottawa, she'll also be welcomed by
older daughter and family, including a small grand-
daughter and a second grandchild due to arrive around the same
time as the convocation! Son , his wife and little boy live
in Korea and cannot make the trip. Phillippa has sung in the
choir since 1992, and more recently, is also a coordinator for our
organic produce market.

is looking forward with keen anticipation to a
long dreamed-of trip to New York, London and Paris for the
month of May. She's calling it "Diana's Great Art Tour" and
intends to spend her time soaking up art and architecture.Ahigh
point will surely be the six days spent on the "Queen Mary 2",
crossing the Atlantic from New York to Southampton. Did you
know that Diana has lifelong UCV connections, and recalls
being in the youth group when the church was at 10th Avenue.
Since rejoining in 1998, she has been very active, and is
currently chair of both the Archives and the Lay Chaplaincy
Committees.

Coincidentally, have
booked passage on the same ship as Diana. They're looking
forward to getting in great shape walking the Coast to Coast
Trail from the Lake District to Yorkshire, taking just two weeks
to walk 190 miles, after which they hope to spend some time on
the continent.

Also on the move are and her partner
. That Australian trip they were contemplating

has now become a reality. They'll be away April 22 - May 22,
and no doubt spend some quality time with Patricia's son
and his family.

Fostering Community

Yours truly has not been so fortunate and is on the hook
for a $100,000 leaky condo repair bill. Offers of casual work
such as housework or gardening would be greatly appreci-
ated.

Hasn't it been wonderful to see back at
church, and at the Music Club as well! Thanks to
and for their help in driving him.

Thanks to all who have been sending information to
. Keep that news coming!

Harold Brown
Mary Lage

Tara Bonham

Fostering Community
! Ann Foster, 604-736-2117

afos72@vcn.bc.ca

Travel, Studies
Predominate

STAYING ALIVE AND WELL
DURING THE GREAT TURNING: April 11-12

We are living in a crucial time - the time of The Great Turning
from the Industrial Growth Society to a Life Sustaining
Society. Ecophilosopher Joanna Macy says that the"biggest
danger of all is the deadening of our response# to the
condition of our world.

a. Experience your gratitude for the gift of life
b. Don!t be afraid of the dark
c. Dare to vision
d. Know yourself as interconnected with all that is
e. Link arms and know you make a difference

The 5 Spiritual Practices for the Great Turning

Friday, April 11:

Saturday, April 12:

Info:

7-9 pm. Talk and discussion (by
donation)in the Sanctuary

9am-4pm. (Workshop for 25) $50
includes lunch, Fireside Room.

Karl Perrin at orperrink@shaw.ca 604-872-7326

Environmentalists!
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Philosophers%
Fireside Café

Fireside Room, Unitarian Centre,
949 West 49th Ave. (at Oak Street)

7-9 PM, third Friday of each month

PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFÉ

The evenings are as warm and the
ideas are as bright as our fireside, as
welcoming as our carpet, as comfortable as
our chairs and as interesting as the people
we attract. There is a supportive, friendly
atmo-sphere to encourage you to
participate actively and share your unique
and interesting thoughts and perspective.
Everyone welcome. Pre-registration is not
required.Admission $5.

Moderator Randall MacKinnon has a
Masters in Social Policy and Planning and
is an IDEASage for MackINNOVATION,
a service consultancy.

Friday, April 18, 7 PM-9 PM:

! Creating Climate Change Spirit
and Organization" .

Karl Perrin
Come share ideas and inspiration

with , long-time chair of a
church Environment Committee
before global warming was a hot issue.
Karl has been a local organizer of the
anti-Gateway campaign.

! Randall MacKinnon, Moderator
604-582-4651

"we dialogue therefore we are.....!

Unitarian Family Camp
at Sasamat

Weekend of June 6,7, & 8,
Sasamat Outdoor Centre

Water, kayaks, beach, trails, campfire,
companionship, worship. Catered
meals and heated cabins.All this, and a

for those so inclined. Come on your
own or with friends and family. Come
for the day or the weekend, or just for
the church service and lunch. You
won't believe the low price. Register
soon. Call DanTheal 604-420-2830,

Lunderville, 604-522-3001, or

ChoirWorkshop led byAlison Nixon

dantheal@yahoo.ca ,  or Peggy

lunder@direct.ca

Think about it. Practical visioning is
better than pipe-dreams. For more
information contact the Legacy
Committee.

Innovative Gifts: Various ways that
the Planned Giving Committee

has facilitated members
in innovative gifts

to  our church
in   the  past
three years:

1)Donation of the church organ.
2)Creation of the Croker Endowment
Fund in 2007 by an anonymous
donor.
3) Donation on three occasions by
individuals of gifts of appreciated
corporate shares.
4)Establishment of a charitable gift
annuity for a member on fixed
income, with lifetime, tax-free
annuity payments accruing to the
donor.

PLANNED GIVING ADVISORY

! Rainer Borkenhagen, 604-221-6631

FOURTH FRIDAY

$Creativity for Services%
Smorgasbord

BYOB (Bring your own Brain)
and Idea Appetite
Hewett Centre

Friday, April 25, 6 PM - 9 PM
$10 net to be contributed

to Unitarian Programs
' Do you hunger to try a variety of
creative techniques to help with
planning service organizations?
' Do you find that as the same old
methods have become more
repetitious they have become less
delicious?
' How would you like to sample and
chew on some management morsels
that are fresh and exciting?

Well, Randall MacKinnon is
preparing some tasty items from his test
kitchen especially for you. Ideas and
recipes% delicious and delectable,
fascinating and fruitful, old and new,
borrowed and true%to nibble on or to
swallow whole. Next, as the sophisticated
critic you will have become, you can
exchange critiques with other participants.
And then, what smorgasbord experience
would be complete without taking some
goodies home in a doggie bag?

Randall MacKinnon is a member of
"Generation Why# & the generation of
ideas. He has degrees in psychology,
community development, and social policy
and planning. A five year moderator of
SFU!s Philosophers! Café, he operates
M a c k I N N O VAT I O N , a s e r v i c e
consultancy, and has served and managed
service organizations earlier in his career.

Offer sug-
gestion(s) as to what would make the smor-
gasbord tasty and nutritious for you (email

Be part of the solution!

! Randall MacKinnon
(No food will actually be

harmed in the delivery of this workshop!)

philosophers_fireside_cafe@yahoo.ca
by March 31st). Three people

offering suggestions that Randall finds are
most used in fine tuning the table talk will
get to attend free.

& all references to food are
simply part of a running joke that equates
food to ideas. However, coffee and tea
be provided.

NOTE

will

Located within the UNESCO Niagara
Escarpment Biosphere Reserve,
Unicamp boasts 50 beautiful acres of
meadows, coniferous and deciduous
forests, marshes, streams, caves and
two beaches on a 5-acre spring-fed
pond. Campsites, dorms and cottages
are all lodging options; with meals
served daily at the Dining Hall.

This month's featured program is
. Join us for a week of

out-doors fun and relaxation with your
family. Separate programming offered
for children and adults in the mornings,
and combined family activities such as
soccer, capture the flag, and camp
circle in the afternoons.

Aspiring Staff: Want to work at camp
this summer? Don't wait, apply at

To register, look for the pink
newsletter, which should be available

at your congregation, or
;

41 Home Street, Guelph, Ontario,
N1H 2E4, (519) 822-6353.

Family Camp

unicampofontario.ca

unicampofontario@hotmail.com

Unicamp
April Update


