
THE BULLETIN

CHURCH SERVICES IN JUNE

THE UNITARIAN CHURCH OF VANCOUVER JUNE 2008
949 West 49 Ave., Vancouver BC, V5Z 2T1 Tel:604-261-7204  Fax: 604-261-7205
Editor: Gerry Hayle  Unitarian Church Website: http://vancouver.unitarians.ca  Email:ucv@telus.net

Worship Services Committee

Our Living Tradition
Sunday, June 1, 11 am

Join us for our annual rousing
celebration of shared ministry at UCV. We
will honour all those who serve this
community, and we take a look within to
discover the many ways we contribute to
making our congregation a visionary, vital
place of worship, study, fellowship and
action.

Rebellious Gratitude
Sunday, June 8, 10:45 AM

Debra Thorne
Being thankful for what we have usually

comes up in the fall as the earth offers us
her bounty, but gratitude is also a known
spiritual practice in many religions.
Scientific studies have proven that
practising gratitude is good for your health,
both emotionally and physically. Many
religions suggest practising gratitude daily
is good for the soul. I say, practising
gratitude is also a political act, possibly
leading toward a revolution.

Please join us at 10:45 for Ingathering
Singing with Joyce Poley.

Celebrating Fathering
and

Uplifting the Masculine
Sunday, June 15, 11 AM

Kerry Burke, Mark
Pezarro, Doug Sabourin

Kerry Burke is the organizer for the
Unitarian Men's Retreat, a music therapist
working with preschoolers, and father of
two boys. M -ark Pezarro is an environ
mental consultant and father of three.
Doug Sabourin is the head of Delta Family

Services and father of three boys. All three
attend the North Shore Church and the
same men's support group.

The service salutes and celebrates father-
hood, masculine energy and looks at the
world of men and boys after thirty years of
change. We'll explore positive and negative
challenges and the difficulty men have
talking about or even recognizing these
changes.

'Meet the Monsters!
Sunday, June 22, 11 AM

A Youth Service
We feel that you adults often see youth

with bias: that we are not as capable, not as
powerful, not as experienced or
knowledgeable. Join us as we take off our
masks and show you what we are capable
of doing, our opinions and beliefs, and our
roles in the congregation. Let's take this
opportunity to shed our "monster masks"
as we celebrate the bridging between youth
and adults.

"Evolution and Evil:
Theodicy in an
Age of Science!

Sunday, June 29, 11 AM
Peter McKnight

Peter McKnight returns for the fourth
and final in his series on science and
religion. The problem of evil is perhaps the
most difficult problem for people of faith.
But thankfully, it also provides perhaps the
best opportunity to demonstrate the
complementarity, rather than the conflict,
between science and religion. Indeed,
modern science might provide us with the
only philosophically and theologically
coherent way of explaining how a good
God could create a world with so much
suffering.

UCV Pagan Committee
Speaker Series:

Geoff Gomery
Fireside Room, Hewett Centre
7:30 PM, Wednesday June 18

Inalienable Rights

&Inalienable' or 'natural' rights are now
widely considered a good thing. But where
do they come from? Is it really meaningful
to speak of a right to life, or a right to
liberty? Put another way, are there moral
limits to governments' efforts to achieve
the common good?

Notice of

June 21, 2008, 12:30 - 3 PM
Hewett Centre,

Unitarian Church
of Vancouver

Extraordinary
General Meeting

1. Appointment of lay chaplains for
2008/09
2. Ordination of Karen Frazer Gitlitz
3. Appointment of members of the
Safe Congregations Implementa-
tion Team
4. Approval of the Annual Budget
(2008/09)

Agenda: Motions to be presented on:

Registration 12 noon.

For members unable to attend the
meeting, proxy forms are available
from the Church office.
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The Bulletin
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ing the month of issue.All submissions
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the publishing world, a copy of which
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the editor.
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Summer Hiatus
for The Bulletin

The Communications Committee of
the church is undertaking a review of the
major communications vehicles of our
church, including the venerable .
The purpose of the review is to determine
how well we are communicating within
the church and with the wider public. As
we head toward our centenary year, the
Communications Committee wants to
ensure we are doing our utmost to put our
human and financial resources to the best
possible use to get our message out.

A key component of the review will
be a survey of congregants. The survey is
in this issue of .You will also
find a link to an electronic version on

, and
additional paper copies will be in the
order of service on June 1. Your input is
critical so please fill in the survey and
return it to a box in the office or to a box
in the foyer of the church on June 1st, 8th
and 15th. The deadline to return surveys
or fill in the online version is June 15th.

As the review period coincides with
the summer months, the publication of

will be suspended to
provide the Communications Committee
the opportunity to concentrate fully on
the review. Long-time editor Gerry
Hayle will take a well-deserved break
and maybe even get a chance to go
camping.

Bulletin

The Bulletin

The Bulletin

www.vancouver.unitarians.ca

!Kathryn Aberle, Board Liaison,
Communications Committee

Here!s a brief description of some of
the people and services in July and
August. It!ll be hard to find a Sunday
to be away.

July 6

July 13:
July 20:

July 27:

August 3:

August 10 & 17:

August 24:

August 31:

: Retired Minister Emeritus
Phillip Hewett

Our own Leslie Kemp
Amir Hussian, an associate

professor in the Department of
Theological Studies at Loyola
Marymount University (LMU). His
area of research is on the study of
Islam, specifically contemporary
Muslim societies in North America.
He is author of the book

.
Bruce Knotts, UU UN

Executive Director
Rev. David Johnson,

seasonal favour i te, comes to
Vancouver to pick blackberries instead
of visiting the rose gardens.

Rev. Dr. Steven
Epperson will return for two services

Rev. Peter Hewis,
Chaplain Emeritus, Harris Manchester
College, England

Mary Bennett, CUC

Oil and Water:
Two Faiths, One God

UBC

Summer Services

We invite you to participate in as many
of the summer services as possible to
show support for the Worship Services
Committee, who bring you the very
best in worship services.

!Nancy Woodham, Co-chair

A Family Dinner
at the Church

CIRCLE DINNERS

Please join the Circle Dinner families
when they meet for the June Circle Dinner
in Hewett Centre at 6 PM on June 20th.
Bring your favorite appetizer or salad or
entree or dessert. It is truly a potluck: no
organization required! Child care will be
provided.

We would appreciate help with setting
up and clean up in particular. Let me know.

!Joan Armstrong, 604-731-8786
joanarm@shaw.ca

Home Stay Requested:
During the summer the Worship

Services Committee will be presenting
some very exciting services that you will
not want to miss. One of these services
will be given by Bruce Knotts.

On July 27, Bruce Knotts, the
Executive Director of the Unitarian
Universalist United Nations Office, will
speak at the worship service at UCV. His
topic will be "Acting out the UU faith at
the UN%.

He and his partner Isaac will be arriving
in Vancouver on Saturday, July 26. The
Worship Committee is inquiring if there
are any members who would be willing to
offer them a home stay while they are here
in Vancouver. They will be travelling to
Victoria (Wednesday) to continue their
vacation and do a worship service.

Please contact me at 604-224-6593 if
you are able to do this.

!Nancy Woodham

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
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Chairs of all committees are scheduled to
gather for their biannual meeting on either
June 4 from 7 PM to 9:30 PM or June 7
from 9AM to 12 noon.

Consult the Council bulletin board on the
alcove north wall for additional
information.
See you there for a fun, informative time.

!Dorothy Goresky, 604-261-7022
Council Chair and Representatives.

COORDINATION COMMITTEE

Notices have gone out to all committees
with several requests:
" Have you replied as to which day you will
attend?
" Are you prepared to present information
on your fall activities?
" Are you meeting regularly, keeping
minutes and submitting them to the
Council?
" Have you updated your committee list of
members with phone numbers etc?
" Have you made all necessary church

bookings with Sarah?
" Arrive early to the meetings to pick up

refreshments.

Chairs Alert!

I am sorry to announce that Ruth McIntosh,
our Minister!s secretary, has announced
that she will be leaving us early in June, in
order to focus on her first love, the theatre.
She has been at UCV for 7 years, and we
will certainly miss her.

!Michael Aze

Oh, No! Ruth
Is Leaving us!

Is it Time to Learn
Something New?

Are You A Technophile?

Would you like to have a more hands-on
experience at Sunday Services? If you are
interested in learning how our sound
system works, and enjoy being of service
to others, then becoming one of UCV's
esteemed sound technicians is the right
thing to do!
Please contact at 604-261-
7204 or by email .

Michael Aze
michaelaze@telus.net

AV COMMITTEE

Thrift Sale Organizing Is Progressing
1. An organization to run the first part of
the Thrift Sale is shaping up. We expect to
have space so that we can

.
Please start thinking about things you no
longer use and are willing to share with
members of the congregation. Clothing
and books which have been stored in
basements or detatched garages and
electrical goods and electronics which are
not fully functional should go directly to
garbage or special recycling programs;
members of the congregation do not want
them and receiving them is a drain on the
precious time of our volunteers. Shoppers
and volunteers are all excited and grateful
to receive treasures of the kind you have
seen for sale in the past.

start receiving
items in the last ten days of June and
begin selling on the first Sunday in July

2. We are proposing the setup and big sale
to the public be moved ahead one week so
the selling would be the

. This would
give volunteers one week instead of the
hectic 7 hours to restore Hewett Centre so
that our rooms are available for our fall
activities and the Bilingual School can
start.

Thursday and
Friday evenings and Saturday morning
of the Labour Day weekend

Contact: Past Coordinator Robert
Schultz, 604-043-6419, or members of the
Thrift Sale Committee (a semi-secret
society# join us, it's fun!).

3. Can you help us
We seek

something more exciting which still has
clarity and brevity so it is suitable for signs.

find a new name to
replace "Thrift Sale"?

First Friday Friendship
This organization for singles over 30 does
two kinds of things and you can participate
in one without the other. First, we have a
large group meeting from 7:30 until 9:30
on the first Friday of each month except
September (Thrift Sale).
Second, during the month small teams
organize so that members can attend local
events in the Vancouver area during the
month and meet with other members from
our group for coffee or dinner around the
event. We enjoy meeting people who share
our interests and hobbies, knowing that the
people we are meeting are at least
somewhat interested in meeting new
people too.
This is planned as a UCV outreach
program to attract people to our Centre and
raise the profile of the Church while
returning some money to the Church. !Robert Schultz, 604-943-6419

A goal is to have at least 300 people in the
local communities on our contact list, to
see at least 30 people attending monthly
meetings, and to have several sharings
during the month. At present we are well
below "critical mass" in our numbers and
are operating as a small group of UCV
members who are enjoying the small-
group meetings with fellow church
members in an intimate way. However, the
big plan, the "singles" aspect of the group
and raising the profile of the church is not
yet functioning.
The level at which we can afford to pay for
media advertising is likely to make the
advertising ineffective. we are
asking for your help. We will design and
print small cards and ask you to carry one
or two of them and to give one to a single
friend who has not heard of us.

Important:
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BOOK CLUB

The Book Club meets in Budney at 12:30 pm on the first
Sunday of each month.We welcome all newcomers.

On , we will discuss
, by author Eckhart Tolle. This author

and spiritual teacher was born in Germany and educated at
the Universities of London and Cambridge.

At age twenty-nine, a profound inner transformation
radically changed the course of his life. The next few years
were devoted to understanding, integrating and deepening
that transformation, which marked the beginning of an
intense inward journey. He later began to work in London
with individuals and small groups as a counsellor and
spiritual teacher. In 1995 he moved toVancouver.

Eckhart Tolle is the author of the bestseller
and the highly acclaimed follow-up book
, which are widely regarded as two of the most

influential books of our time. Eckhart!s profound yet
simple teachings have already helped countless people
throughout the world to find inner peace and a greater
fulfillment in their lives. At the core of the teachings lies
the transformation of consciousness, a spiritual awakening
that he sees as the next step in human evolution.

Building on the success of , Eckhart
Tolle presents readers with an honest look at the current
state of humanity in . He implores us to see
and accept that this state, which is based on an erroneous
identification with the ego-tistic mind, is one of dangerous
insanity. Tolle tells us there is good news however; there is
an alternative to this potentially dire situation. Humanity
now, perhaps more than in previous times, has an
opportunity to create a new, saner, more loving world. This
will involve a radical inner leap from the current egoistic
consciousness to an entirely new one.

Millions of people are now ready to awaken because
spiritual awakening is not an option anymore, but a
necessity if humanity and the planet are to survive.
Everything is speeding up, the madness, the collective
egotistic dysfunction, as well as the arising of the new
consciousness, the awakening. We are running out of time,
from the perspective of the ego; that!s bad news and will
give rise to fear. From a higher perspective, the running out
of time is exactly what is needed for the new consciousness
to come into this world

Eckhart Tolle has appeared on the show, and
since then millions of people around the world log on line
each week to participate in the live webcast class. Further
information can be accessed at or

.

June 1

Oprah

A New Earth, Awakening to
Your Life#s Purpose

The Power of
Now A New
Earth

The Power of Now

A New Earth

http://eckharttolle.com
http://oprah.com

!Ingrid Berg Jensen, 604-594-0170

Time Is Running Out

Unitarian Music Club
The next meeting of the Unitarian Music Club will be held in

the sanctuary on Monday, June 23, at 7:30.The evening will consist
of a short informal concert with performances by Noel Armstrong,
Gary Bluhm, Jeannie Corsi, Carter Maitland, Eva Perjes and Gavin
Grandish, and Gerard Satamian

to avoid a conflict with the
Canada Day weekend.

Performances are arranged in advance. If you would like to
perform, come and we will set a date. The Music Club welcomes all
styles of acoustic music. Everyone is welcome. When you come,
please bring a contribution to refreshments.

Because of the church's financial difficulties, we now put out a
donation basket each month so people who do not make
contributions to the church and are not low income can make a
contribution.

More information? Jeannie Corsi at 604-224-1040 or
; or David Donaldson at 604-224-

6010 or

Please note that the date is
moved up from the last Monday

nichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca
dvdd@telus.net

!David Donaldson

UCV Youth Concert!
UCV Music Committee

and Youth Group
Hewett Centre

Saturday, June 14, 7:30 PM
The young people of this congregation

are talented and they are willing! Willing to
share their energy and general fabulous-
ness with the rest of the congregation.

This year the concert will be cabaret
style for your listening pleasure: kids on
stage are 13-18. Come out and support
them, support them with a donation if you
can!t come, and bring all small ones to hear
their teenaged elders. (Child care will also
be available.) We will offer refreshments
and refreshing entertainment.

This year!s proceeds will help to send
our youth to the CUC in Ottawa. Enjoy all
that our teenagers have to offer, and know
that this is a concert even for tender ears.

Adults $10, Youth $5-10, Children free
Contact: Jane Slemon, 604-873-2208

See you there!



MUSLIM
HEATHENS!

ALLAH
AKBAR!

GET THE
POPE!

GOD IS ON
OUR SIDE!

THE JEWS

ARE RES-

PONSIBLE!

I !M SERIOUSLY
THINKING OF CONVERTING
TO BUDDHISM AND MOVING

TO A COMMUNE...
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Summer Reading
LIBRARY

By the time you see this, many of you
will have embarked on holidays or be
busy planning a summer excursion. Do
remember, before and after each Sunday
service, the UCV Library is open and
borrowing is easy. For fiction lovers, we
have a good selection of Canadian and
other fiction. As well, our sales table in
the Library always has a nice selection
of $barely bruised%paperbacks for $1-2,
just right for holiday reading and
donating to your hosts before you return
home!
NewTitles in the Library:

Mel Hurtig !s
. This prolific writer and proud

Canadian nationalist now resides in
Vancouver, but has lost none of his
Edmontonian vim and vigour. His new
title, just published and launched
recently, details the$appalling things
all Canadians should know about our
country.%He is dismayed that Canada!s
renowned reputation as a democratic
nation striving towards fairness,
equality and peace-keeping on the
international stage is being replaced by
corporate dominance and wealth,
growing wage disparities, excessive
foreign ownership and takeovers,
decentralization resulting in a weak

The Truth about
Canada

For readers who want a dose of
religion with their current events,
Pulitzer-prize winning NYTimes
journalist and Harvard Divinity School
graduate looks at the
Christian Right agenda in

He delves into the
influential theocratic sect within the
US evangelical population with its
apocalyptic, militant, sexist and
homophobic vision, which he regards
as anAmerican variant of fascism.

Chris Hedges

.

American
Fascists: The Christian Right and the
War on America

And for the Unitarian in all of us,
take a look at the wonderful old
standard by

, a delightful tongue-twisting
romp for kids and parents.

celebrates
prayers that evoke the rich diversity of
worship styles of Unitarians around the
globe. We also have a circulating copy
of our new hymnal sup-plement,

Dr. Seuss,

.

Oh Say can you
Say?

One and
Universal: Prayers and Meditations
from around the World

Singing the Journey: A Supple-ment
to Singing the Living Tradition
HappyHolidays!

! Aphrodite Harris, Chair,
604-987-5339

federal government and reduced
foreign aid. Ever the optimist, he
enjoins us to take part in the political
process and reform our electoral
system.

June
Sunday Lunches:
June 1:

June 8:
June 15:
June 22:

Friday Mid-Vancouver
Covenant Group

Refugee Committee
Youth Group
Men's Group

# Doris Lowe, 604-435-6183

Lunch servers are needed for
June 29 as well as the summer
months. If your group would like to
serve a lunch please contact me to
schedule a date.

DAYTIMERS

It's your last chance, until next
September, to get involved with this
dynamic group. The meetings on the first
and third Thursdays in June will present
some of the multi-faceted interests
(research, philosophy, history and
strawberry shortcake) of the Daytimers.
Thursday, June 5:

11 A M:

1 P M:

we will meet as usual
in the Fireside Room, Hewett Centre.

John Church will present
"Canada as a Model for the World;
Mosaic versus Melting Pot." Lunch will
follow (bring your own bag lunch) with
time for relaxed conversation.

Daytimers bringing favourite
CDs, DVDs, records or tapes will share
an afternoon program of "Music in
Memory.%
Thursday, June 19:
11AM - 2 PM is the date and time for the
Daytimers' annual picnic and strawberry
shortcake extravaganza. For directions,
offers to help, ability to provide or need
for transportation, call Joan Armstrong
(604-731-8786) or Wanda Justice (604-
327-1851) if you plan to attend. Again,
bring your own bag lunch: tea, coffee
and straw-berry shortcake will be
prepared by Daytimers.

! Wanda Justice, 604-327-1851
cljlah@shaw.ca

Last Chance!
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Unitarian Family
Camp at Sasamat
Weekend of June 6,7,8

Sasamat Outdoor Centre
Water, kayaks, beach, trails, campfire,

companionship, worship. Catered meals
and heated cabins. All this, and a Choir
Workshop led byAlison Nixon for those so
inclined. Come on your own or with friends
and family. Come for the day or the
weekend, or just for the church service and
lunch. You won't believe the low price.
Register soon. Call DanTheal at 604-420-
2830, , or Peggy
Lunderville, 604-522-3001,

.

dantheal@yahoo.com

lunder@direct.ca

We hope you enjoyed our May 11th
Service as much as we enjoyed
participating in it and introducing some
members of ourAfghan family. We greatly
appreciated receiving the Retiring
Offering# immense, heartfelt thanks for
your generosity! Thanks for joining us in
our lunches, too. The next one is June 8th.
See you there!

We are in the process of determining
who our next refugees might be. We are
looking at a Karen (Myanmar) couple in
their early 20's with a 3 year old. More
details promised as we learn more.

Join us at our next meeting. We meet the
4th Sunday of every month, at 12:30 in the
Board Room. This month, it's held on June
22nd. If you wish to assist the Refugee
Committee, you may write your name and
address on the donation envelope, and
write the cheque to "Unitarian Church of
Vancouver". Please write the memo "For

! Virginia Crabill, 604-731-1730,
Refugee/Social Justice Liasion

the Sheilah Thompson Refugee
Fund"on the cheque. If you 'd like more
information about us, contact either of
the Co-chairs; Fiona Graham or
Virginia Crabill.

In September, 2007, Janet Hinshaw-
Thomas, the director and founder of a
US church- based refugee service
organiz-ation, became the first
humanitarian to be arrested and
charged with "aiding and abetting a
refugee to enter Canada". Ms Hinshaw-
Thomas, who has devoted 24 years of
her life to providing humanitarian
assistance to refugees, was arrested
while in the process of handing over a
group of 12 Haitian asylum seekers to
Canadian border officials. These
people were at risk of deportation from
the US to Haiti, where they faced
persecution, if not death. All Ms.
Hinshaw-Thomas had done was to
advise them of their right to make a
claim under Canadian law, and to drive
them up to the US/Canadian border,
where they could be interviewed to
determine whether they qualified for
consideration. (They did.)

Charges against Ms. Hinshaw-
Thomas were dropped in November,
2007, but many human-aid workers
feel intimidated by the charges being
laid in the first place. Everyone who
assists refugees could be subject to
prosecution for "aiding and abetting"
under the interpretation that was
applied to Ms. Hinshaw-Thomas!s
situation. As a result, human rights
advocates insist that the Canadian
Government develop a legislative
amendment to ensure that this kind of
charge never happens again. Pressure
must be kept up to be certain that the
tools of criminal justice are never again
turned against humanitarians! If you
feel strongly about this issue, please let
your MP know. We will be following
this concern in coming articles.

REFUGEE COMMITTEE

Thanks for your Support
Eliot Institute is a UU camp in the

Pacific Northwest for families, couples
and individuals. It!s both a conference
and a vacation; a one-of-a-kind
experience of play, community, worship
and exploration for the whole family, in a
5 or 7 day format.

In addition to the adult theme
presentation each morning, there are
concurrent children and youth programs.
The rest of the day is spent in a variety of
intergenerational activities; swimming,
games, workshops, art, musical and
performance events to name a few. Or
you can sit in a rocking chair and lazily
watch the shadows lengthen.

Your children will experience a
carefree summer life, and you will
experience the relaxation that comes
from spending quality time with your
family. Meals are provided, and all you
need to do is register and show up!
Seabeck Conference Center is located
amid tall cedar and fir trees overlooking
the majesty of the Olympic Mountains
and the ebb and flow of the waters of
Hood Canal in western Washington
State. Naramata Centre is located on a
beautiful campus within a peaceful
village on the shores of Lake Okanagan
surrounded by the natural landscape of
orchards and vineyards, country lanes,
mountains and wilderness.

Please go to the Eliot website
( ) to find out
about the details of the summer camps.
The first is June 28 to July 5 at Naramata,
featuring "Green Projects, Green Living,
Green World" with Claudia McNeill,
then on July 12 to 19 at Seabeck
Conference Center, WA: "Developing a
Spiritual Practice and Delight" with John
Tarrant, and on August 2 to 9 at Seabeck
Conference Center, WA: "Living Our
Values with an Appreciative Lens" with
Jaco and Barbara ten Hove.

If you would like to chat with an
enthusiastic participant of many years
about the experiences to be had, feel free
to call me, Diane Donaldson, at 604-224-
0933 or email me at

www.eliotinstitute.org

donaldsond@telus.net

What an Experience!

The 11th Vancouver Island UU Women's
Retreat will be held at Bethlehem Retreat
Centre in Nanaimo, BC on the weekend of
September 12 - 14. The cost for the week-
end is $175 if registration before August
1st, or $185 after this date. Space is limited.
Featured workshop: Sacred Circle
Dancing led by Besty Nuse fromVictoria.
For further information or registration
form email Janice at ,
or phone 250-390-1332.

tjhocking@shaw.ca

Women!s Retreat

Eliot Institute:
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June 1: Communications Forum:

June 8:
June 15:
Dr. Keith Ferguson

June 22:
June 29:

The UCV Communi-
cations Committee is reviewing the major communications
vehicles of the church, including . Come share
your suggestions on how to put our limited human and
financial resources to the best possible use to get our
messages out to members. You can also participate in this
dialogue by completing the communications survey at

.
Pilgrimage Walk to Burns Bog in lieu of the Forum.

Ecojustice's Efforts to Stop Kearl Tar Sands; with
. The Alberta Tar Sands are pumping

millions of tonnes of CO2 into the atmosphere every year,
just to produce useable oil from tarry sand. Then 75% of the
oil produced is sent to the States where it is burned to
produce even more CO2. It's insane, and very profitable.The
Enviro Committee wants UCV to divest itself of tar sands
stock. Find out why: come to the Forum.

EGM
DVD on Power Play (Save Our Rivers)

The Bulletin

www.vancouver.unitarians.ca

Invitation to a Pilgrimage
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Burns Bog, and its last original forest, are threatened. Sherwood
Forest (on Nottingham!s farm) is a magical home to eagles, owls,
hawks, deer, and endangered species. (We saw four eagles at
once.) Our pilgrimage from Deas Island Regional Park will cross
farmland to the proposed interchange of the Gateway road and
Hwy. 99, then on to the City Dump and Sherwood Forest, a sacred
site because raptors, the keystone species of this ecosystem,
require tall trees for their nests. The Gateway road would desecrate
the farm/forest/river/bog ecosystem.

Our youth are going and they need rides. So far, this multi-faith
pilgrimage includes Jews, Catholics, United Church, Burns Bog
Conservation Society, Unitarians, and we expect Anglicans,
Buddhists, and others. If you can walk 5 km. please join us.

Sunday, June 8, 2 PM. Car-pool from UCV parking lot
starting at 1 PM. Passengers must be kind to their drivers, and keep
them informed about when and where to meet for the return trip.

The Pilgrimage starts at the Deas Island parking lot.
Take 99 to the second exit after the tunnel (Hwy. 17), but instead of
going south to the ferry, go$North River Road%1.5 km past Delta
Town and Country Inn. Turn left after the sign for$Deas Island
Regional Park%.Watch for balloons.

Walking shoes for pavement. Water. Snacks. Sun
screen.

Binoculars. Band-aids. Camera. Camaraderie.
We won!t go into the Bog (very wet), but you will get a sense of

the largest wilderness area in any metropolitan region. And the
forest is beautiful. We protect what we love. I hope you will fall in
love with Burns Bog as I did on the first pilgrimage to the Bog in
!99, following in the footsteps of our own Elaine Clemons, Bog
Conservation Pioneer.

When:

Where:

Needs:

Optional:

! Karl Perrin,
Chair, Environment Committee

604-872-7326

Sacrifice
$%Paul Tillich described love as&the drive toward
the reunion of the separated#%it transcends the
conventional individualistic idea of the self as a
totally separate and autonomous entity.' The

Detached Self:

Connected Self:

Carbon Tax Rebate:

Sweat Equity:

When you give to your greater self

My mother, fromArkansas, met my German
father in Cleveland, married in Florida, and settled in Detroit.
When Detroit died, I came here, like many of you, alone.

And here, among Unitarians, I am at home.
In Vancouver, we create our families, we build our community.
When we make an offering to our community (family, eco-
system, UCV) we take our turn at home building. That!s real
sacrifice (making a sacred offering). Gandhi wrote:$Real
sacrifice lightens the mind of the doer, and gives (the doer) a
sense of peace and joy.%He also said,$Renounce and enjoy.%

I hope every adult!s June Carbon Tax
Rebate goes to$UCV%or $UCV Green Fund%to save us future
energy costs and emissions. 400 members x $100 = $40,000.
That!s enough to maintain this church (celebrated in the book

) in our centennial year.
Ann and I couldn!t always afford to make

much of a donation to UCV, but I have a good strong back.There
are many ways to enjoy building this community.$Sweat
Equity%means adding to the value of a system (i.e. UCV)
through volunteering. You build equity by the sweat of your
brow. That!s how we got here from 99 years ago: lots of sweat.
You can help with the Thrift Sale, the garden, serve coffee,
usher, beautify, mow, sing' or come to the Multi-faith
Pilgrimage to Burns Bog: our youth need rides. Please see the
Pilgrimage notice.

, creating your home, the
joy of building a sacred site lightens the load. We are a garden
for budding souls, and we are the gardeners.

Havens in a Hectic World

! Karl Perrin, 604-872-7326
Chair, Environment Committee

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

FORUM

'The Biggest Environ-
mental Crime in History!

$. . .producing crude oil from the tar sands a heavy mixture of
bitumen, water, sand and clay found beneath more than
54,000 square miles of prime forest in northern Alberta an
area the size of England and Wales combined generates up to
four times more carbon dioxide, the principal global
warming gas, than conventional drilling. The booming oil
sands industry will produce 100 million tonnes of CO2
(equivalent to a fifth of the UK's entire annual emissions) a
year by 2012, ensuring that Canada will miss its emission
targets under the Kyoto treaty, according to environmentalist
activists.'% By Cahal Milmo
Monday, 10 December, 2007 in (UK)

,
The Independent
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Homelessness
Letter-Writing

Campaign

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

Homelessness in our city and region is a
major concern for all of us. It surely is
unacceptable that, in the midst of our
affluence and booming economy, so many
continue to barely exist# without homes,
sufficient income, or support services for
their health issues.

Over the next year, the Social Justice
Committee will be engaging our
congregation in a letter-writing campaign
on the topic of homelessness in Vancouver.
With municipal, provincial, and federal
elections all scheduled or likely in the next
year, we will target our campaign at all
three levels of government. Letters will be
sent to the Mayor and City Councillors, as
well as to local MLA!s and MP!s.

We invite UCV members to join us in
Hewett Centre after service on Sunday,
June 8 to write a letter about your concern
to an elected official. We will provide
sample letters, mailing labels, and
envelopes.

Over the next several months we intend
to organize letter-writing sessions at
regular intervals. The time is right to
strengthen the political will to address
homelessness in our city and region.
Wouldn!t it be wonderful if every member
of our congregation wrote at least one letter
urging action on homelessness to their
elected officials?

! John McVicar, 778-737-1897
Leslie Kemp, 604-877-1720

Social Justice
Committee

Takes a Stand
Have you noticed in your travels

around the city on Saturday afternoons
that a growing number of intersections
are sprouting Stands. Not lemonade
stands. These are people wearing blue
scarves, holding signs that say
$Housing forAll%.

The Social Justice Committee and
its Homeless Action Group is
participating, along with a growing
number of community organizations,
faith groups and individuals, in this
campaign to bring visibility to the need
for affordable housing in this city and
province. We are standing at the corner
of Oak and 49th Avenue on Saturdays
from 1-2 pm and we invite you to join
us!

Please contact John McVicar, 778-
737-1897, or Leslie Kemp, 604-877-
1720, to find out how you, too, can take
a stand.

LEGACY ADVISORY

In Memoriam: You can ask friends
and relatives to make gifts in memory
of loved ones that have received their
spiritual nurture from our Church, by
asking them to give to the endowment
fund of the Unitarian Church of
Vancouver in lieu of flowers. A special
Offertory Box is available now at both
exits of the sanctuary.

Coming up in 2009 as a special
centenary project:Amemorial wall!

" Rainer Borkenhagen, 604-221-6631

Planned Giving Advisory

What work/service goals or challenges
of yours are unresolved? What could you
use a fresh look at? Well, come as you are
and look forward to an enjoyable time
"entertaining" some new questions that
may just help you see your situation in a
new way. Randall MacKinnon of
mackINNOVATION has collected and
developed thousands of questions over the
past five years and he will give you the
opportunity to select some that you can use
to "entertain" things in a new light.You can
work with help from other participants, or,
if you prefer, you may work alone. In any
case, you have the opportunity to see
challenges and solutions with new eyes.

! R. MacKinnon

(All proceeds go to support
the programs of the Church.)

Fourth Friday Focus:

Hewett Centre

June 27 , 7 pm - 9 pm

"Entertaining Questions!

th

$ 5

People Power


