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Hanging On
and Letting Go:

Finding Resources in
Times of Change

Sunday, March 2, 10:45 AM
Karen Fraser Gitlitz

Please join us at 10:45 for ingathering
singing with Joyce Poley.

Few things can be as disconcerting as
change, even when it is the result of our
own choices. Whether the change is in a
relationship or a career, in our body or our
sense of self, change can bring up an
incredible range of emotions and
responses. This morning we!ll explore a
few of our options for those times when it
feels like the ground is shifting beneath
our feet.

A Deepening Path
Sunday, March 9, 11 AM
Debra Thorne and friends

Part of being Seekers on a Spiritual Path
is asking questions, the other part is testing
the answers. In the course,

, some of the questions we asked were,
"What are Gratitude, Compassion and
Faith?" To deepen our lives we practised
the answers through the week. Today we'll
share with you some of our discoveries.

A Deepening
Path

Ostara:
Celebrating Spring

Sunday, March 16, 11AM
UCV Pagan Committee

We invite you to share in Ostara, the
Pagan celebration of the Equinox of
Spring. This in an intergenerational service
for adults and children about the Myth of
Persephone and Demeter. The children will
be invited to participate in the re-
awakening of the Earth and our own spirits,
following the long cold sleep of winter.

Homily by Leonard George, a Vancouver
psychologist, writer, lecturer, and
occasional broadcaster.

Cycles of Death
and Renewal

Between the tragic drama of a loss and
seeing the sun rise again, is the vigil. For
Easter Sunday, we will explore the cycle of
death and resurrection in the context of the
creative process and life itself. We!ll be
treated to wonderful music, including
excerpts from Pergolesi's
sung by Lucy Smith and Beth Breisnes.

Mary Bennett is a member of our
church and the Executive Director of the
Canadian Unitarian Council.

Stabat Mater

The Landlocked
Island

Hungary and our Partner Church
Sunday, March 30, 11AM

Peter Henderson

History and ethnicity resulted in a
Hungarian society very different from our
own. Peter Henderson worked in Hungary
every fall for eleven years, and visited our
Hungarian partner church in Romania. He
will help us appreciate some of these
differences.

Sunday, March 23, 11 AM
Mary Bennett

New Office Hours
The church office is now
open Monday through

Friday, 9:30 AM to 2 PM

The Annual
Wally Cottle Memorial

Services Auction
Is Coming!

Let !s Get on Board!
Mark your calendars for

, for an evening
of fun, frivolity, and fast paced
action starting at 5:30 PM. New to
UCV? The concept is simple.
Donate a service like making a
meal, offering a music lesson, a
few hours of house cleaning, a
ride to the airport, or an item of
value like a gift basket or home
baking. There are two sections: a
silent auction and a live auction
with a charming and talented
auctioneer. Free supper, cash bar
and childcare are available. This
event is one of the major
community-building events of the
year, both on the night of the
auct ion , and through the
camaraderie and enjoyment
initiated by the many donated
services and items.

Starting the Services
Auction table will appear on
Sundays after service where you
can pick up forms to submit
services you would like to donate,
and in April we will be selling
modestly priced tickets. Or
volunteer to help and your ticket is
free! If you would like a form
emailed to you, or would like more
information, please contact

at 604-877-1070, or
at 604-732-0100

Saturday, May 3

March 2

Deb
Henry John
and Rae Smith

rd

nd
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The Bulletin
is the monthly newsletter of the
Unitarian Church of Vancouver

Submission deadline is:
The first Tuesday of the month preced-
ing the month of issue.All submissions

follow standard guidelines used in
the publishing world, a copy of which
is available in the church office or from
the editor.

must
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From the Minister!s Workshop
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The Worship Services Committee has the happy, difficult,
and consuming charge of presenting a worship service on
those Sundays when the church offers up the freedom of our
pulpit, and Reverend Epperson has an earned and well-
deserved Sunday off, or is preaching elsewhere. And this
charge continues while Reverend Epperson is on sabbatical.

The church began Reverend Epperson's sabbatical with a
wonderful Sunday service conducted by ,
the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra's Music Director and
Conductor. But, for the most part, the Worship Services
Committee relies on and continues to rely on the extraordinary
talents and willing enthusiasm of the members of our
congregation. We are constantly surprised at the abilities of,
and continually grateful for, all the people who take on with us
the task of leading a Sunday worship service. Thank you now,
thank you then, and thank you to come.

Having said that, the Worship Services Committee does
want to mention an extraordinary four-service series coming
up in the second half of Reverend Epperson's sabbatical. Once
a month, beginning in February, , the well-
known Vancouver Sun columnist, will speak at services on the
topic of . In 2007 Mr. McKnight became
the first and only Canadian named a Templeton-Cambridge
Fellow in Science and Religion at the University of
Cambridge. He was also a Knight Science Fellow at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 2004. It promises to
be a marvellous series.

Finally, don't forget that Reverend Epperson returns to the
pulpit in August this year, and not the usual September. The
Worship Services Committee looks forward to seeing
everyone come out and welcome him back. Please be aware
too that we still have a couple of opportunities for people to
lead a worship service this coming summer. Contact Nancy
Woodham ( ) or Don Eadie
( or 604-714-4965) if you are interested
in conducting one of them.

Bramwell Tovey

Peter McKnight

Science and Religion

nwoodhamca@yahoo.ca
deadie@kelsan.com

! by Way Kent, Worship Services Committee Liaison,
Sabbatical Coordinating Committee

The ship!s stores are being loaded and the sails prepared for
our 2008-2009 voyage. Our canvass pledge drive is well under
way. Thank you to all who have pledged for the July 1, 2008 to
June 30, 2009 year. You can get updates of our progress at the
Sunday services.

If you have not pledged yet, it is not too late: send in the
pledge card you received in the canvass package or pick up a
pledge card in the church office. This is your chance to
contribute to our beautiful , your piritual ealth
nsurance lan.

For further information, please contact Eleanore Dunn, 604-
524-1943 or .

SHIP S H
I P

eleanoredunn@telus.net

The Good Ship UCV 2008 Canvass
CANVASS COMMITTEE

Canvass Committee

STAFF:

New Opportunities Seed Fund Grant
In December, the UCV Board approved the award of

$3000 to the BC Civil LibertiesAssociation. The money will
be used to revise and print the #Arrest Handbook$. This
publication is a resource for all Canadians" a guide to rights
and responsibilities when dealing with the police. Each
handbook also includes a small wallet-sized summary of
pertinent points plus three tear-outs which can be given to
others. The latter provide a very abbreviated account of what
to do and what agencies to call for assistance. The book is
printed in a number of languages including English, Arabic,
Spanish andVietnamese. !Muriel Groves

2008 Thrift Sale Meeting
The meeting to designate a coordinator and to make
plans for the 2008 Thrift Sale is scheduled to take place
Sunday, March 23, shortly after 12:30. The existence of
the Thrift Sale this year could be at risk, so interested
persons are encouraged to attend the meeting or speak
to Robert Schultz before March 23 if they are unable to
be there. !Robert Schultz, 604-943-6419
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Peter McKnightis a columnist and member of the editorial
board of the Vancouver Sun, and a legal analyst for Global
National. A former lawyer, university lecturer, parole officer and
hospital board chair, he holds an undergraduate degree in
psychology and statistics, and advanced degrees in law,
philosophy of science and journalism.

McKnight writes and speaks on a wide variety of subjects,
including law and justice issues, science, social science,
philosophy, religion and ethics. His work has appeared in most
major NorthAmerican newspapers and has been discussed during
debates in the House of Commons and the Senate of Canada.

McKnight has received numerous awards for his work and was
named 2007 Commentator of the Year by the Jack Webster
Foundation. He also received the 2007 Jack Webster award for
excellence in legal journalism and the 2006 Justicia Award for
excellence in legal journalism from the Canadian Bar
Association, the Law Foundation of Canada and the Department
of Justice, Canada.

In 2007, McKnight became the first and only Canadian named
a Templeton-Cambridge Fellow in Science and Religion at the
University of Cambridge. He was also a Knight Science Fellow at
the Massachusetts Institute ofTechnology in 2004.

A popular speaker, McKnight has lectured at numerous
conferences and many major universities, including the
universities of British Columbia, Cambridge, Toronto, Western
Ontario and Simon Fraser University.

Biography of a Man

Peter McKnight Services 2008
On Sunday, February 17, UCVs sabbatical guest speaker,

spoke at a Sunday service on#The
Relationship between Science and Religion: Historical
Perspectives.$ This was the first of four homilies to be
delivered by this well-known Vancouver Sun Columnist and
popular speaker. The first and only Canadian named a
Templeton-Cambridge Fellow in Science and Religion at the
University of Cambridge, Peter will speak on science and
religion throughout the remainder of the spring:

Peter McKnight

Remaining Dates:

May 25
Sacrificing Religion on the Altar of Science: Richard
Dawkins and New Atheism
Dawkins and the new atheists have attempted to portray
themselves as simply desiring to replace the irrationality of
religious belief with the rationality of science. Yet the new
atheists display a very limited understanding of religion,
and instead of restricting themselves to science have
adopted a quasi-religious metaphysics.

June 29
Evolution and Evil: Theodicy in an Age of Science
The problem of evil is perhaps the most difficult problem
for people of faith. But thankfully, it also provides perhaps
the best opportunity to demonstrate the complementarity,
rather than the conflict, between science and religion.
Indeed, modern science might provide us with the only
philosophically and theologically coherent way of
explaining how a good God could create a world with so
much suffering.

April 27
Sacrificing Science on the Altar of Religion: Intelligent
Design and !Theistic Science"
Creationists and Intelligent Design theorists claim that they
are not anti-science, but are merely trying counter the
atheistic and unscientific biases of modern science. But their
stated aim of replacing modern science with what they call
#theistic science$ is a thinly veiled attempt to substitute
religion for the most reliable method we have for discovering
the truth about the natural world.



Because most of our refugees are becoming self-sufficient, and
because of this congregation's incredible generosity, we are now in
a position to begin sponsoring morerefugees! We are tending
strongly to sponsoring the mother and siblings of our young
African friend. I thought I would take this opportunity to give some
background as to various forms of refugee sponsorship"none of
them easy, or, unfortunately, quick.

One way is the Private Sponsorship of Refugees Program
(PSR). This involves groups that commit to providing financial
settlement assistance to refugees for one year or until they can
support themselves financially, whichever comes first. This
assistance includes accommodation, clothing, and food. In special
cases the sponsorship period can be extended for up to 36 months.
Sponsors also provide emotional and significant settlement
assistance to the refugees for the duration of the sponsorship
period. Refugees must qualify for entry under Canada's
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, and must pass medical
and security screening before they are admitted to Canada. Visa
officers abroad will review the application and may interview
applicants to find out if they qualify. Our recently arrived young
Afghan family came to us under PSR. Privately sponsored refugees
can be either" named " or " unnamed " . Our youngAfghan mother
was a "named" refugee because we wanted to sponsor her and her
children and no one else. On the other hand, a sponsoring group can
contact CIC and ask tosponsor any refugee abroad that has been
approved by UNHCR and/or Canadian visa officials overseas.
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The Five Spiritual Practices
for the Great Turning

with Toni Pieroni, M.A., RCC

Experience your gratitude for the gift of life
Don!t be afraid of the dark
Dare to vision
Know yourself as interconnected with all that is
Link arms and know you make a difference

Friday, April 11, 7-9 PM, Sanctuary: Toni Pieroni will
give a talk in the Sanctuary based on Joanna Macy!s

. Toni is a well respected local Counsellor,
Eco-Psychologist, and student of the author and Deep
Ecologist Joanna Macy. (By donation)

Work
that Reconnects

Saturday, April 12, 9AM-4PM, Fireside Room: Toni
Pieroni will lead an experiential workshop using some of
Joanna Macy!s group exercises. This workshop will help us
process the difficult emotions which come with compassion,
being open to the suffering of other beings. The value of such
openness being the ability to love, act courageously, and be
hopeful without denying feelings of fear, failure, and despair.
We will learn to ground ourselves in gratitude.

Registration:

For Saturday workshop
!UCV Environment Committee"

L Cost is

Friday, just show up before 7 PM for a good seat.
, send $50 (or what you can afford)

by cheque made out to .
Mail with your name, email, address and phone number to:

imited to 25. $50 each, including
vegetarian snacks and lunch. Financial support available if
needed.

Karl Perrin, 787 Sawyer!s Lane,Vancouver, BC,V5Z 3Z8
!Karl Perrin, Chair, 604-872-7326,

perrink@shaw.ca

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A look at the origins of various currents
of New Age spirituality

in the 18th and 19th centuries,
including Swedenborgianism, Mesmerism,

Spiritualism, New Thought
and even Unitarianism!

This is an introductory presentation
and is open to all

7:30 - 9:30 Wednesday, March 12th
in the Fireside Room

PAGAN COMMITTEE

REFUGEE COMMITTEE

Ready for More Action

This would be an " unnamed " refugee. CIC would give a choice
between one "unnamed" family/individual or another.

Another way is the Joint Assistance Sponsorship program
(JAS). This enables organizations to work in partnership with
Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) to resettle refugees
with special needs. These organizations are called sponsoring
agreement holders and their constituent groups. A sponsorship
agreement holder (SAH) is an incorporated organization that has
signed a sponsorship agreement with the Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration. Several years ago, a young refugee came to us
under JAS (and is now thriving).

Refugees with special needs often require more than one year of
support to establish themselves successfully in Canada. These
special needs may be related to: trauma because of violence or
torture, medical disabilities, effects of systemic discrimination,
and gender persecution (women under the Women at Risk
Program). Before we could submit an application to CIC, for either
a JAS or PSR, we would first have to seek approval from the UCV
Board. (Continued on page 6         )

This is an introductory presentation and is open to all
7:30 - 9:30 Wednesday, March 12th

in the Fireside Room
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We have added two new books to
our library this month. The first one,

, by Ayaan Hirsie Ali, is a very
controversial book about growing up
as a Muslim female. Hirsie Ali has
garnered admirers and enemies on
both the lef t and the r ight .
The second book, , is part of
the well-loved young adult series,

, by Kenneth Oppel.
Everyone loves this series, adults as
well as teens.

We have been doing inventory in
the library and have come up with a list
of missing books, mainly children's
titles. This list is posted on the board in
Hewett Centre. If you have any of
these titles at home, please bring them
back to the library, or to the church
office (open 9:30 am to 2 pm, Monday
to Friday).

A reminder that tapes of the ser-
mons can be borrowed from the
Literature Table in the Hall after
Sunday services. We also have printed
copies of the sermons for sale ($1
each).

Thank you for bringing and buying
during our Book Bash. All money
earned is put back into the Library.
Thank you also for your suggestions
on titles you would like to see added to
our collection.

Infidel

Dark Wing

Silverwing

LIBRARY

! Lucy Stewart, Chair
604-739-7725

NewTitles
Dr. Steven Epperson stirred his

audience of Daytimers to action with his
talk on January 17th to the extent that one
of the programs scheduled for the
following meeting was set aside. It was
replaced with a round-table discussion
about municipal priorities, problems,
possible causes and what do we intend to
do about all of the above? To give missing
Daytimers and other interested church
members a chance to participate, the
Second Forum of the Daytimers'

is scheduled for the
. We haven't lost

interest in past and recent history,
meanwhile, and have three other programs
planned to touch on early emigration of
people from China, BC elections and
another church member's family history.

Daytimer meetings take place in the
Fireside Room, Hewett Centre, on the first
and third Thursdays of March. Each
morning program is followed by a break
for tea, coffee and a bring-your-own bag
lunch. Please join us if you have the time;
your participation will be welcome.

11 AM: Early Chinese immigration to
Canada, presented byW.P. Justice.

1 PM, Municipal Priorities for Action, a
round-group discussion.

11AM: Joan Armstrong will speak on BC
Elections.

1 PM, A Family History, presented by
Dorothy Goresky.

Priorities
for Action first
Thursday in March

March 6:

March 20:

!Wanda Justice, 604-327-1851
cljlah@shaw.ca

DAYTIMERS

Municipal Priorities

Sunday Lunches for March:
March 9:  Refugee Committee

March 16: The Chalice Choir

March 23:  Men's Group

March 30:  Burnaby Friday Evening

If your group would like to put on a
lunch, please contact me to book a
date.

Covenant Group

!Doris Lowe, 604-435-6183

!Dorothy Goresky

The UCV Book Club meets the first
Sunday of each month from 12:30 -
1:30 pm in Budney, Hewett Centre.We
welcome anyone to join the Club or
just sit in on any book discussion that
interests you.

we will discuss
by Vikram Seth, a passionate

look at classical music and musicians
with the added bonus of a CD featuring
the music described in thebook!

is our tribute to Doris
Lessing, with discussion about her
autobiography, and any of our favour-
ite novels of hers, including

, we feature the novel
by Jean-

Dominique Beauby, which has been
made into a movie that is a contender
for anAcademyAward.

,we look at by
Eckhardt Tolle. It is a fascinating non-
fiction book on being fully present in
the moment. It is being featured as a
special online seminar with Oprah
Winfrey.

March 2

April 6

May 4

June 1

An Equal
Music

The
Golden Notebook.

The
Diving Bell and the Butterfly

A New Earth

!Judy Villett, 604-215-8537

BOOK CLUB

Let#s Keep It Organized!
All committees, individuals and
groups of any sort or nature
contact Doris Lowe if they wish to
provide a luncheon. Doris is very often
in need of offers but there have been
occasions when two groups planned to
prepare luncheons on the same day and
that was disastrous!

must

Dream Community
Wednesdays 7:15 - 9:30 PM

March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Some members of our original Dream
Community will continue, leaving
space for 5 or 6 more. Join us to explore
your dream world and theirs: the
creative imaginative realm we all visit
nightly. Whether you remember a few
dreams or many, you!ll appreciate how
dreams lead to greater levels of joy and
understanding in your life.
Your $30 fee is contributed to the
church.

!Dolores Bate

FiveAlaskan UU fellowships invite you to
experience our eco-cultural program this
July in our 12 year! See the Alaska,
with UU homestays in Anchorage,
Fairbanks, Seward, Juneau, and Sitka.
UU!s host events and lead tours. We

Dave Frey, a 27-year
Alaska resident, leads the programs. Visit
our website, , email

, or phone 907-322-
4966 for a brochure. Reservation deadline
is March 15.

th Real

see
lots of wildlife like bears, moose,
caribou, whales, sea otters and bald
eagles and visit Denali and other
National Parks.

www.wuurld.org
waltonfrey@gci.net

WhaleCoast Alaska$2008

Variety
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Was Shakespeare an environmentalist? In my dreams, yes,
but in all likelihood, no. The#earth$ in this quote was Caesar!s
dead body, and post-pagan Shakespeare probably bought into
the church!s insistence that the earth was simply dead.

Since the 70!s, one can believe that the earth, including the
shifting crust, oceans, and air, is like a living organism. With
Lovelock, one can believe that the atmosphere evolved like a
cat!s fur, and is not an inert accident. I believe the ozone layer,
and the amount of oxygen in the air, evolved with life.

Likewise, I believe that life can emerge from inert molecules,
anywhere in the universe where the conditions are right. But this
is faith, based on my selective reading of friendly scientists.And
so, until I learn otherwise, I believe I am at home in a friendly
universe.

This faith helps me face some of the possible horrors of the
21 century. My life!s meaning comes from my search for truth,
and my love of service, because both keep me connected. As a
part of biological and social systems, I can part with my smaller
self and participate in my greater self. What goes around, comes
around, so service is quite practical, and often inspiring.

Therefore, when it seems so hard to prevent global warming
(to believe that the sacrifices of today are investments in
tomorrow) I remember, some difficulties are necessary. The
pain of sacrifice, of facing fears, helps me open to the love
which flows through nature. Even humans, in their warm animal
selves, are so beautiful in their living and dying. Certainly if we
can see a world in a grain of sand, how easy it can be to see
heaven in a baby!s eye.

So here we are in paradise, with problems like Gateway, and
the Tar Sands mess, (disgusting in its waste, awesome in its
power:#Party on, North America!$), and we wonder, #If this is
paradise, why is it so hard?$ Maybe it!s because our attachment
to the fruits of our labour makes it hard"the Industrial Growth
Society teaches that winning is everything. But we know that
that attitude goes against sustainability. So we do our work, and
let go. The peace of acceptance comes when we throw away the
scorecard.

And I come back to Shakespeare, who must have been
prescient, dreaming of ecocide, when he wrote:

If you wish to explore emotional healing, and spiritual
health, as we grapple with the ecological problems of the 21
century, please come to the

The Environment Committee will meet in the Board Room,
March 9, at 12:30 sharp.All welcome.

st

st

"O, pardon me,
thou bleeding piece of earth,/ That I am meek and gentle with
thesebutchers!#

Toni Pieroni workshop ! Staying
Alive, Well and Connected During the Great Turning" ,
April 11-12.

Tar Sands
" O, pardon me, thou bleeding piece of earth,
That I am meek and gentle with these butchers!#

, Act 3, Sc.1Julius Caesar

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

! Karl Perrin, Chair, 604-872-7326

Our dedicated volunteers continue to make a huge
contribution to the care and maintenance of church buildings
and grounds. Lead by Patti Turner, you will see the grounds
gang out the third Saturday morning of each month. Patti also
coordinates snow removal. We have lots of shovels if you
want to come out and help.

What you probably don't see are those who pitch in every
week with building repairs, supervision of our special
community volunteers, and grounds projects. It is wonderful
that so many people have taken ownership of our UCV
buildings and grounds.

Many of you have praised our new signs and recognized
the contribution of Hans Elfert. We still have some tuning-up
to do on the Oak/49th sign, particularly using the back of the
sign. This is a very visible area if you are travelling west
through Oak Street.

Managing the B & G budget is always a challenge. There
are no major capital projects in 2008. In an effort to reduce the
UCV operating deficit, some building maintenance was
deferred from 2007. The B&G Committee will submit to the
Board a recommendation for this year's maintenance, and
also a long term capital replacement schedule.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

! Gordon D. Gram, 604-707-0020, Chair,
Buildings and Grounds Committee

(Refugee! Cont. from page 4)
Our Afghan family has finally found suitable accommodation in
a townhouse in Coquitlam and will have moved by March 1. We
continue to get offers of household furnishings and will relay as
many of these as possible to our families"we just have no
storage space!

The Refugee Committee received close to$4,000 in
donations in memory of Sean Smith, the cherished grandson of
Roberta and Chad Kirby, who was killed in an industrial accident
in Alberta on December 28, 2007. The Kirbys were moved and
want to express their gratitude for everybody's kindness. If you
wish to help the Refugee Committee, you can donate by writing
your name, address and "For Sheilah Thompson Refugee Fund"
on the envelope bearing your gift. Make cheques payable to
"Unitarian Church of Vancouver" with the memo "For Sheilah
Thompson Refugee Fund".

We are selling tickets to theApril 6 Benefit Concert given by
the Universal Gospel Choir. This amazing musical event will be
held in our sanctuary and can't bemissed! Also, we are planning
the Mother's Day/Flower Communion Service, on May 11. Our
next sponsored lunch is March 9.

For more information on us, contact either of the Co-Chairs:
Fiona Graham, 604-886-4810, or Virginia Crabill, 604-731-
9393. Meetings are held at 12:30 on the fourth Sunday of each
month in the Board Room. Our next meeting is March 23"all
are welcome!

! Virginia Crabill, Refugee/Social Justice Liaison

%Home#Maintenance
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These categories are defined in the church!s by-laws and policy.
Definitions, requirements and benefits are given below for each
category.

Are You a Member, Adherent or Contributor?

Member
Definition
*has to have signed the Member Book and been assigned a
member number
*membership continues until resignation, death or removal by
resolution of the Board

Requirements
*expected to have attended a#New U$ session or to have been a
member of another UU church
*completes an information form (after signing the Book) which is
entered into the church data base
*expected to make an annual financial contribution of record
*will be canvassed annually to determine amount of contribution

Benefits
*eligible to vote at general meetings (after 3 months as a member)
*may chair committees
*eligible for nomination to church Board and to the Board of the
CUC
*may be appointed as delegate to denominational conferences
*may participate in all church programs and services
*receives ministerial services for rites of passage free of charge
*listed as member in church directory; receives church
and publications from CUC free of charge

Bulletin

Adherent
Definition and Requirements
*not a member and will be considered an #adherent$ under the
following conditions:

*there is a record of giving at least$100.00 in the past 12
months or has been listed as adherent for at least 5 consecutive
years

current address and phone number are on record
has not advised the church that he/she wishes not to be

considered an adherent or contributor
*are enrolled on the canvass list and are approached annually to
determine what their contribution will be
*will be removed automatically from adherent list if they fail to
make an annual contribution unless they have been listed as an
adherent for at least 5 consecutive years

Benefits
*eligible to participate as members of church
committees/working groups
Note: In order to vote on motions in committee meetings a
person must be a member of the church except where
specifically approved by the Board  (Policy created by the Board
on Jan. 15, 2008)
*may participate in church programs and activities
*not eligible to vote at general meetings and do not exercise
rights and privileges of membership
*listed in church directory as adherents
*receives monthly church free of chargeBulletin

Contributors
Definitions and Characteristics
*the church maintains a database of persons who have contributed
financially but are not members or adherents
*a contributor may make a one-time or occasional contribution
*not usually engaged in church life; may be a visitor from other
churches; may attend church occasionally or not at all
All members, adherents and contributors who have made an
identifiable contribution receive a tax receipt. If you wish, you can
obtain a copy of the Member, Adherent and Contributor Policy by
contacting the church office.
This summary was provided by Patience Towler, Membership
Committee, Records Section. If you have questions, you can
contact Patience at 604 325-9902 or at or at
church on Sunday.

ptowler@telus.net

CUC Canadian Racism Diversity Training
Last spring, the CUC unveiled the Racial and First Nations

Equity Monitoring Group congregationally-based program at a
preconference leading up to our vote at the ACM. Wyndy Knox
Carr from UCV, and Mac Elrod and Marya Nijland from the
Vancouver Island and First Unitarian Fellowship, Victoria
congregation, attended that profound and exciting pre-
conference facilitated by Keith Kron of the UUA to lead us
#beyond categorical thinking.$

The CUC formed a racial, religious and cultural equity and
justice Monitoring Group headed by Jo-Anne Elder-Gomes
with a congregational education and input program similar to
the UUA's, but with a distinctly Canadian focus. This is#Racial,
Religious and First Nations, Metis and Inuit Justice and
Equity$in Canada.

A conference in Calgary April 30-May 2 entitled#What Is
Canadian Racism? Engaging in a Critical Analysis of this
Distinct Manifestation of Racism and How to Tackle it$ begins
by asking the following questions:
* Is there a&Canadian! form of racism?
* If so, what are the unique or particular ways in which it
manifests?
*  How does the language of multiculturalism define the
issues  of race, racism and antiracism?
* What critical actions, strategies or programs are currently
needed, or available to the public to counteract Canadian
racism?

From there, they want to gather examples of#a proven
training model that moves people from diversity awareness to
equity and critical antiracism practice$ and #a program,
practice, or initiative that has made a significant impact in your
organization or community and should be recognized.$
(see website at and

)
If you want to be part of a group to bring this congregational

education and affirmation process to UCV over the next year
and a half, including a session at UCV on June 21, National
Aboriginal Day, and CRE and ARE sessions next fall, please
email or call us.

http://www.crrf-fcrr.ca
http://www.cuc.ca/social_responsibility/diversity.htm

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

" Wyndy Knox Carr at
or talk to Jenny Podlecki, 604-737-7794

wknoxc00@mylangara.bc.ca
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RE Update
Well, our ARE (Adult Religious

Exploration) programs have begun!
Presently running are (with
me), (with Harold Rosen)
and (with Samantha
Taylor). Beginning soon are

(with Dolores Bate on March 26),
(with Debra Thorne on

April 2) and (with Harold Rosen
on April 8). You can sign up for classes by
calling the church office.

Our youth have been very busy of late
with lunch fundraisers, social action work
and conferences. Many attended the
Spirituality Development Conference
hosted by the North Shore church and
organized by the BC YAC (Youth/Adult
Council) on February 1%3. They are
raising funds through Sunday lunches to
send youth to the Canadian Unitarian
Council ACM in Ottawa in May. In
December, they worked with youth from
Temple Shalom and a Sikh youth group
from Surrey to make sandwiches and
distribute them to folks on the Downtown
Eastside. Look for more exciting events to
come!

Our children!s program is thriving
especially with the introduction this fall of
a new program called , led by
Corina Bye. Our pre-school/primary
group are learning our Unitarian
principles and parables through dramatic
enactment of stories using figures and
props. They then have the opportunity to
express the story through art or re-
enactment, thereby making the stories and
indeed their messages their own.

Our older group (grades 4 to 7) are
continuing their learning with Bart and the
rest of the Simpsons as well as learning
about other#children like me$. Some of
the topics we are covering in the class
include responsibility/commitment,
cooperation, migrant farm working
children, children soldiers and refugee
children. Look in the coming weeks for
our display of the Unitarian Utopia towns
planned and created by the class.

Avery special thank you to our RE class
teachers and helpers; Debra Thorne,
Corina Bye, Diana Ellis, Patricia Parkes,
Remona Bone, Scott and Fiona Jackson.

Spirit of Life
Women Mystics
Community Singing

Golden
Dreams
A Deepening Path

Evolution

Spirit Play

! Caroline Farley

Campus Ministry Update
A challenge with running a Campus

Ministry program at UBC is that there is
not a UU congregation on campus that
students are able to attend easily. It is
important to connect young adults and
students with their church community.
To do so simultaneously strengthens the
Campus Ministry program and the
congregation. A few questions have been
raised dur ing our most recent
discussions:

1) what prevents students (UBC
students in this case) from attending UCV
services and
2) what measures could be taken to
encourage attendance?

An answer to the first question came
to us quite easily. Many students are
living close to campus, which is quite far
from UCV, and do not own cars. It is very
time-consuming to commute by bus
across the city on a Sunday morning, and
time is something that many students
don!t have!

In response to the second question we
posed, an answer in the form of a question
was put forward: If students were able to
get a ride to church on Sunday morning,
would they be more likely to attend? We
think the answer is yes. If you are a UCV
member who travels from the West Side
of Vancouver and might be interested in
offering a UBC student a ride, or if you
are a student or young adult who would
like to find a ride, please contact me at
sambreanne@yahoo.ca

CAMPUS MINISTRY

! Samantha Taylor, 250-539-3580
Campus Ministry Coordinator

Are We Welcoming?
We were certified as a Welcoming

Congregation in 1995 proclaiming us
as explicitly welcoming of gay and
lesbian persons. Nearly 94% of
Canadian congregations are certified
or in process:

The UUA has a second program,
called

To do it we must do some extra
education and discussion around
bisexuality and transgender issues. The
Social Justice Committee last spring set
up a Gender & Sexual Diversity
Working group and has recently
discussed diversi ty in i t iat ives
including, among other things,
recer t i f y ing as a Welcoming
Congregation after completing the

program.
All four lower mainland Unitarian

congregations have worked together to
participate in Vancouver Pride. I am, as
chair of the working group starting
work to plan for our participation in
August, 2008. Interested in helping?
Write
Let!s make that capital W for Welcom-
ing even bigger andbrighter!

http://www.cuc.ca/programs/welcoming
_congregations.htm

Living the Welcoming Congre-
gation.

Living the Welcoming Congregation

maryinvancouver@gmail.com

!Mary Bennett, SJC member,
maryinvancouver@gmail.com

CANADIAN UNITARIAN COUNCIL

The second meeting of the Unitarian Music Club in 2008 will be held on Monday,
March 31 at 7:30, in the sanctuary. The evening will consist of a short informal concert
with performances by Bergamasca, Jeannie Corsi, Harpa Voce, Brandon Heung, Carter
Maitland, and Sweetgrass. The Music Club welcomes all styles of acoustic music.
Performances are arranged in advance" if you would like to perform, come and we will
set a date.

Everyone is welcome. When you come, please bring a contribution to refreshments.
Because of the church's financial difficulties, we now put out a donation basket each
month so people who do not make contributions to the church and are not low income can
make a contribution.

Dates for the rest of the 2008 season areApril 28, May 26, and June 23.
More information: Jeannie Corsi at 604-224-1040 or , or

David Donaldson at 604-224-6010 or .
nichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca

dvdd@telus.net

MUSIC CLUB Beautiful Music

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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FOSTERING COMMUNITY

Every now and then the tragedy of untimely death occurs,
affecting someone near and dear to one of us. Such a sad
event happened during the holiday season when Roberta and
Chad Kirby's oldest grandson, Sean Smith, 27, was killed
while working in theAlberta oil fields to earn money toward
law school. Our hearts go out to Roberta, Chad, their
daughter Dorothy, her husband and two remaining children,
in Alberta. Roberta has been a stalwart on the Refugee
Committee for several years.

Congratulations also to Kelly Kent, who has recently
started her first full-time teaching position at Beaconsfield
School, with a Grade 3/4 split. She had been working as an
on-call teacher since September, having recently completed
her teaching certification at SFU. In addition, this very busy
lady has been serving as Youth Group Advisor in recent
years, and plans to continue in this job as well. Fortunately,
she gets needed support from husband Way and sons Riley,
12, and Fraser, 4. Good luck, Kelly!

We're pleased that David MacDonald is back in the saddle
again! He is once again able to ride his bike to church, an
activity he had been enjoying prior to his brush with cancer,
and surgery on October 31, a scary day! He rides from his
home near Burnaby Lake" quite an impressive
distance" and usually rides to work as well. David started
coming to UCV in July, 2006, has been a member sinceApril
2007, and not too surprisingly, has joined our Environment
Committee. Another interesting fact about David is that he
was raised as an Anglican and his wife and two sons are
Catholic. Don't worry, they all get along just fine!

Joan Armstrong reports that Sheilah Thompson, now 90
and frail, is still living very comfortably in her own home,
which she loves, and is getting excellent care. Sheilah was an
outstanding leader in many areas of church life in the late
70's, 80's, and early 90's, after which she joined the North
Shore church, much closer to her home. She also started the
Refugee Fund which bears her name.

Condolences also to Velia Laval on the recent loss of her
mother, Marie Louise Mareau, who lived to be 94.

On a brighter note, Gary and Deirdre Heatherington are
pleased and proud to announce the engagement of their
daughter Erin to Nathaniel Gordon of Ottawa. The two met
when Erin was there on a job assignment in connection with
her degree in International Relations from UBC. Nathaniel's
degree is in Political Science, and both are now working
toward their Masters. Erin has also landed a job with
Canadian Heritage, where her fluency in French and Spanish
and musical talent are strong assets. Not so many years ago,
this accomplished young lady was a student in our RE
program! The wedding date is set for September 6, an
auspicious choice because it is also the anniversary date of
Deirdre's parents.

! Ann Foster, 604-736-2117,
afos72@vcn.bc.ca

Patricia Startin reports that her friend Bill Mountain,
whom many will recall as a former active UCV member, is
recovering from a heart attack.

Mary Lage recently had an enjoyable visit with Harold
Brown, and she encourages others to do so as well. In fact,
her school is so close to Fellburn Care Centre (6050 Hastings
at Holdom, in Burnaby) that she's even willing to deliver
messsages or pick people up at the Sky Train Station. Thank
you, Mary!

Would you like to deliver a message to help Foster Com-
munity? Please don't hesitate!

Celebrate Our Lives
March 16 at 12:45 in Lindsey-Priestley

As previously announced at a meeting on May 10
Future

meetings and places will be decided at this time. All
ages welcome. The format of these meetings will be
designed according to a handbook used for starting
other women!s groups.

Please direct questions to Dorothy Goresky,
604-261-7022, or Mary Murray, 604-733-6873.

th,
we are ing a group for women.organiz

FORUM
March 2: Judy Graves and Dan Garrison of the City of
Vancouver Housing Centre will make a presentation and
lead us in a discussion about .
This topic has been identified as a priority issue in the
UCV Action Plan for 2008 and was the subject of Rev.
Steven Eppersen's sermon on December 23, 2007.

Homelessness in Vancouver

M Several members of the UCV Social Justice
Committee will facilitate a Forum the Sunday after
International Women's Day (March 8) to raise awareness
of women's issues in Canada and worldwide. Wilson
M oz will continue to collect participants and
suggestions for the Invisible Influence Canadian
Unitarian and Universalist Women's History Project to be
presented before the CUC this year and published next
year; Karen Hobbes will inform us on topics of women's
rights in Asia and Burma; and Wilson Múñoz offered to
speak on women's rights issues in South and Central
America and worldwide. There may be a local presenter
on MissingWomen of the Downtown East Side as well.

arch 9:

dZ

M TBAarch 16:
M Easter Sunday. No Forum.arch 23:
M TBAarch 30:

Busy Lives
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LEGACY ADVISORY
Think about it:

practical visioning
is better than

pipe-dreams

Innovative Gifts:
Various ways that the Planned Giving
Committee has facilitated members in
innovative gifts to our church in the past
three years:
1) Donation of the church organ.
2) Creation of the Sydney Amara Morris
Fund by an anonymous donor.
3) Donation on three occasions by
individuals of gifts of appreciated
corporate shares.
4) Establishment of a charitable gift
annuity for a member on fixed income,
with lifetime, tax-free annuity payments
accruing to the donor.
5) Creation of the Church Endowment
Fund by an anonymous donor.
For more information contact the
Legacy Committee:

! Rainer Borkenhagen,
604-221-6631

PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFÉ

7 - 9 PM, third Friday of each month.
Unitarian Centre, 949 West 49th Ave. (at Oak Street)

Everyone welcome. Pre-registration is not required. Admission$5. The evenings
are as warm, welcoming and comfortable as the interesting people we attract.
There is a supportive, friendly atmosphere to encourage you to participate actively
and share your unique and interesting thoughts and perspective.

Randall MacKinnon has a Masters in Social Policy and Planning and
is an IDEASage with MackINNOVATION, a service consultancy.

! Most of us won!t make it to the twenty-second
century. What message or post card would we like to send to the people of 2108? If
we could put items into a time capsule or load a website to be opened in 2108, how
would we choose to sum up the essence and character of our age?

Moderator:

Friday March 21, 7 PM

Let's Send a Message to 2108

! Randall MacKinnon, Moderator, 604-582-4651

"we dialogue therefore we are......."

A Century Time Capsule?

Organ Donor
Memorial Service

The Organ Donor Memorial
Service is hosted jointly by the
Spiritual Care Chaplains of the
Vancouver and UBC Hospitals, the BC
Transplant Society, and our Unitarian
Church of Vancouver. This beautiful
service will be held Sunday, March 2
at 2:30 PM, in the Sanctuary of the
Unitarian Church.

This is the twelfth year of our
involvement in this very important
pastoral care outreach. The Memorial
Service is open to all individuals and
families in British Columbia who have
lost an organ donor in the past year. It
honours their loved ones who donated
their bodies, so that others might live.

We!ll need five volunteers to help
set up refreshments before the service,
serve and clean up afterwards (from 2
to 5 PM). If you can help by bringing
snacks, help serve or clean up, please
contact Lay Chaplain Wayne Ulian
through the church office (604-261-
7204) or directly by email:

.

nd

wulian@vsb.bc.ca

Ever since Rev. Steven Epperson
joined this church as parish minister, it
has been the wish of the Partner
Church Committee to send him to visit
our partner church in Brassó,
Romania. Now, during his sabbatical,
we are able to do so and Steven is eager
to go. Plans are being made for him and
his wife Diana to go in April, spending
at least a week in Brassó where he will
no doubt be asked to preach one
Sunday. They will also visit Cluj-
Napoca the centre of Unitarianism in
Transylvania and some of the other
historical sites.

The official opening of the new
building on the Brassó grounds occurs in
July. We hope to send a cheque with Steven
to help with ongoing funding.

PARTNER CHURCH

Steven and Diana
are going to

Transylvania!

! Alison Pearson, 604-541-2302
Chair, Partner Church Committee

Still Room for More:
An Evening of Balkan Folk Dancing
& Music

Musiki Parea.
with Erika and Kate Gerson,

and their band
This year!s event will have a Greek
emphasis.

Saturday, March 22
7:30-10 in Hewett Centre.
$15 perperson

As offered at last year!s Services
Auction. There is still room for more
participants. Support the church and
have a wonderful evening of learning
simple line dances to live music. No
experience necessary. No partner
required, but bring a friend, and put on
your dancing shoes! Refreshments will
be provided.

For more information, and to reserve
your space, call Kate at 604-734-4979 or
Erika at 604-736-7873.


