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Wandering Through
Sacred Texts

Sunday, May 4 , 10:45 AM
Dolores Bate and Jon Raitt

Please join us at 10:45 for ingathering
singing with Joyce Poley.

th

Today we!ll wander, wonder, and
worship as we take a spiritual path through
the wisdom and beauty found in poetry,
stories and music. We!ll listen to the
ancient sacred texts and more modern day
offerings of our Christian, Jewish,
Buddhist and Muslim brothers and sisters.

Unconditional Love
Sunday, May 11 , 11 AMth

Come join the Refugee Committee for
the Mothers! Day/Flower Communion
worship service. We will take this time to
share stories of difficulties, hopes and
resilience from some of our refugee
mothers and daughters as well as to share
some information on the life of Sheilah
Thompson. Finally, we will be celebrating
the flower communion: this celebration is
about sharing, about our differences, in
likes and dislikes, in giving and receiving
and the unique differences in all of us.

We will collect a retiring offering at the
end of the service.

Food: Aligning Our Diets
with What We Stand For

Sunday, May 18th, 11 A M
Denise Swanson

We in the land of endless supermarkets
are awash in a sea of grocery options from
which to gain our daily sustenance.
Nowhere else are our decisions more
connected to the health of this planet of
which our bodies are a part. Let!s explore
how our food choices can help us create the
world we want.

Sacrificing Religion

Altar of Science:
Richard Dawkins

and the New Atheism
Sunday, May 25, 11 AM

Peter McKnight

on the

returns for the third
in his four-part series on Science and
Religion.

The UCV Pagan Committee Presents:

with Patrick Dubois

imPulse:
Primal Music, Embodying

Rhythm & Sound

7:30 PM, Wednesday, May 7, in the
hall of Hewett Centre. A participatory
and creative evening exploring how
(and why) the human impulse to shape
t i m e ( r h y t h m ) a n d s o u n d
(speech/music) is vital to our physical,
emotional and spiritual well-being.
Dress comfortably and be prepared to
look, sound and feel non-ordinary.
Patrick Dubois is a Juno-nominated
musician and a UCVmember.
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and inside . . .

Dawkins
and the New
Atheists have
attempted to
portray them-
s e l v e s a s
simply desir-
ing to replace
the irration-
ality of reli-

giosity with the rationality of
science. Yet the New Atheists display a
very limited understanding of religion,
and instead of restricting themselves to
science have adopted a quasi-religious
meta-physics.

Peter McNight

Bulletin by Email
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The Bulletin
is the monthly newsletter of the
Unitarian Church of Vancouver

Submission deadline is:
The first Tuesday of the month preced-
ing the month of issue.All submissions

follow standard guidelines used in
the publishing world, a copy of which
is available in the church office or from
the editor.
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By Caroline Farley, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
Well, this is the final installment of the Sabbatical

Coordinating Committee-written columns and we look forward to
the return of our beloved minister Rev. Steven Epperson. Steven
will be on holidays in June, on study leave in July and back
amongst us byAugust.

I have to say that being on the Sabbatical Coordinating
Committee has not been a difficult task. It is very heartwarming to
me to note that our church community has taken up the challenge of
a sabbatical with both hands. You have largely been taking care of
yourselves and each other throughout this time. Our worship
committee has booked and provided us with enriching and
enlightening services each week during Steven!s absence. There
are ARE classes, Daytimers, the book club, the music club and a
whole host of other social groups. We have deepened our
connections to each other by the addition of Circle dinners and our
monthly spaghetti dinner nights, and our committees are just as
active if not more so in the work of our faith. BravoUCV! My role
on the Sabbatical Coordinating Committee is as a representative
for Religious Education at the church. No surprise there. Here is a
little bit of what we in RE have been up to during Steven!s
sabbatical:

Our youth have been very active attending, hosting and
organizing attendance at a variety of regional and local
conferences. They have also hosted Sheldon Reddekop who spoke
to them on the protection of the Sacred Headwaters and are
planning on a pilgrimage to Burns Bog. A record (in a long time)
seven of our youth and Caralyn Tansey (one of our youth advisors)
are heading to the CUC conference in Ottawa this month! They
have done a great deal of fundraising this past year to get
themselves there.

Our children!s program is running along smoothly with a
%Spirit Play# program in our 3yrs to 9 yrs class and%The UU
Simpsons# for our 9yrs to 12yrs class. Our instructors this year
have been Debra Thorne, Corina Bye, Diana Ellis, Patricia Parkes,
Scott and Fiona Jackson and Caitlin Quinn. A special thank you to
you all.

At the end of April our children aged 9 to 12yrs have the
opportunity for a weekend retreat! Under the guidance of Samaya
Oakley, this co-sponsored program has been running for a number

of years. The boys will be heading out camping in the Squamish
River Valley and the girls will be heading up to a cabin on the
Sunshine Coast.

We have been running a grade 7 to 9
sexuality education program under the excellent direction of
Jessica Campbell and Caralyn Tansey. UCV will host a junior/-
senior high level instructor training this coming fall which we hope
to send a number of our own people to (hint! hint! I am looking for
volunteers to send to this one and an elementary level training
hosted by the North Shore Church).

Afull slate ofAdult Religious Exploration programs have
been run throughout Steven!s sabbatical and plans are presently
underway for the fall offerings.

Happy Spring!

Our Whole Lives

Caroline Farley

Unitarian Family Camp at Sasamat
Weekend of June 6-8

at Sasamat Outdoor Centre

Water, kayaks, beach, trails, campfires, com-
panionship, worship, catered meals and heated
cabins.All this and a choir workshop led byAlison
Nixon, conductor of the NSUC choir, for the
singers of us! Come on your own or with friends
and family. Come for the day or for the weekend,
or just for the church service and lunch. You won!t
believe the low prices! Register soon!

, email
, or Peggy Lunderville (604-

522-3001), .
dantheal@yahoo.ca

lunder@direct.ca

Call Dan Theal (604-420-2830)
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Please Assist with the Thrift
Sale this Summer.

From the outside, the event might seem to be unchanged this
year, but we are changing the way we organize and plan for it.

Think of the event as being in two parts. Last year's coordinator
will assist by advising. We need a coordinator for the summer
sorting and sales and about twenty more volunteers. These people
will make the Thrift Sale possible. We think we will have these
volunteers and we can expect to raise five to six thousand dollars
for the UCV.

To have the we need about 70
people in place and we need 5 people willing to organize them as 5

end-of-summer public sale

1. We need one team of 8 sturdy people for about three hours
Tuesday evening to remove tables, racks, and shelving from
the crawl space under Hewett Centre and set them up; and on
Saturday afternoon to spend another 3 hours dismantling all
equipment and restoring it to the crawl space.
2. We need a team of 12 sorters, mostly for the final week of
set-up.
3. We would like people for about 30 sales positions for
Thursday and Friday evenings and Saturday morning, and a
coordinator for their activities.
4. We need a fresh coordinator and team of at least ten people
to show up Saturday afternoon to bag all leftover things for
transfer to local charities or thrift sales; to move these bags
and boxes to the curb for pickup; and to do a general cleanup
of Hewett Hall, about 3 to 4 hours of work.
5. We need someone to coordinate the removal of all things
from UCV property and this person may need 3 or 4 fresh
people assisting.

The public sale can be expected to bring in another five to six
thousand dollars,

We do not want to overstress
valuable volunteers. We probably can do both parts of the
sale&we'll see.These plans will limit the amount of work that each
volunteer undertakes.

but if we do not have all people in place by
mid-August we intend to cancel it.

!
!Robert Schultz, 604-943-6419

THRIFT SALEBookings Reminder for
Committees and Groups

Remember to book for any room which your
Committee or group requires in the months September!08-
June!09 to ensure that the rooms you need will be available
for you. Fill out the purple UCV Premises Form for church
groups, available in the church office, and submit to Sarah
Pickstone, OfficeAdministrator/Bookings.

now

Spiritual Experiences In Diversity (SEID) Committee

Earth Day Rite of Spring
Those of you picking up your at church mid-April

will still have time to attend the SEID Committee event Saturday,
26 April at UCV. It includes the Vancouver Faithful Fools Street
Ministry, the I AM (Interspiritual Ananda Mantra) Choir event,

.
David Embry Solest is organizing with the Environment

Committee and these groups to present a 1-5 PM labyrinth,
chanting and reflection workshop in the afternoon (for $60); and
an evening labyrinth walk and IAM Choir performance from 7:30-
9:15. If you would like to present literature on the Environment
table in the Sanctuary foyer for that event, please e-mail the text or
the URL of a .pdf version to for
UCVapproval.Thank you.

The labyrinth will be set up in the hall of Hewett Centre for
people to walk for free during the evening performance, and until
9:45 PM afterwards. The performance in the evening is $15 per
person, $25/couple and $30 for a family. Proceeds go to the
sponsoring organizations above and UCV. Foolish hats, spring
fever and costumes are encouraged!

Bulletins

Earth Day Rite of Spring

wknoxc00@mylangara. c

david@bluelotusmusic.com

bc. a

For Info./Registration, call David Embry Solest, 604-685-0551,

How Are We Doing?
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

The Membership Committee has prepared a survey
form to use to contact UCV members and friends about
what's happening at church. We'd like to know how you
learned about the Unitarian Church of Vancouver. Are you a
member? How long? What programmes have you enjoyed?
This information will help us to plan programmes and
activities to make sure that everyone who wishes to do so can
feel that they are "in the loop".

Please don't hang up. Your friendly phoner is not
congratulating you for winning a free trip to Mexico! We
really are looking for your opinion and positive suggestions.

We will conduct this survey during May and June. We
look forward to your response.

& Joan Armstrong, 604-731-8786
joanarm@shaw.ca

You Can Be a Part of the
Women!s History Project Even If You Cannot

Attend the CUC in Ottawa

Invisible Influence

CANADIAN UNITARIAN COUNCIL

We are still gathering information about the early contributions
of women across Canada. If you would be willing to send a listing
of two or three women from your history, along with a brief
paragraph describing their importance, that would be very helpful.
Just as helpful would be %pithy# quotes from these women. Please
send a picture as well. We hope to compile a small booklet that will
have at least one woman with a %quote# from each Canadian
Unitarian and Universalist Congregation. We would like to update
the website with appropriate information from each region and
congregation in Canada. Send by e-mail to: Rev. Kathy S. Sage

or mail to Rev. Kathy S. Sage
Kingston Unitarian Fellowship
214 Concession Street
Kingston, ON,  K7P 1G4.

Be sure to give  your contact information.

kufmin@kingston.net

www.canuuwomenhistory.ca
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Enjoy our talented artists!
Lorraine Calame, acrylics and pastels in
the Sanctuary. Please contact Lorraine by
phone if you wish to purchase her works
(604-267-4030).
Ongoing show in the Fireside Room,
photographs by Vasgen of Cappadocia,
Turkey.
June 8th-July6th:
Acrylics by Martha Jablonski Jones in the
sanctuary.
All are welcome to attend the next Art
Committee meeting 12:30 PM, Sunday,
April 13 in Castellio Room of Hewett
Centre. Come to share your ideas and
support to be involved in the upcoming
centenary in a creative way.

Art Show
May 4-June 8

"Chris Pearce  and Caede Pungente,
Chairs, Art Committee

UNITARIAN  ARTISTS

A Remarkable Story by
a Remarkable Author

BOOK CLUB

In December 1995, Jean-Dominique
Bauby, the 43-year-old editor of
magazine suffered a massive stroke that
left him permanently paralysed, a victim
of %locked in syndrome.# Once known
for his gregariousness and wit, Bauby
was imprisoned in an inert body, able to
communicate only by blinking his left
eye.The miracle is that in doing so he was
able to compose this stunningly eloquent
memoir.

In a voice that is by turns wistful and
mischievous, angry and sardonic, Bauby
gives us a celebration of the liberating
power of consciousness: what it is like to
spend a day with his children, to imagine
lying in bed beside his wife, to conjure up
the flavour of delectable meals even as he
is fed through a tube. Most of all, this
triumphant book lets us witness an
indomitable spirit and share in the pure
joy of its own survival.

%My diving bell becomes
less oppressive, and my mind takes flight
like a butterfly. There is so much to do.
You can wander off in space or in time,
set out for Tierra del Fuego or for King
Midas's court. You can visit the woman
you love, slide down beside her and
stroke her still-sleeping face. You can
build castles in Spain, steal the Golden
Fleece, discover Atlantis, realise your
childhood dreams and adult ambitions.
Enough rambling. My main task now is to
compose the first of these bedridden
travel notes so that I shall be ready when
my publisher's emissary arrives to take
my dictation, letter by letter. In my head I
churn over every sentence 10 times,
delete a word, add an adjective, and learn
my text by heart, paragraph by
paragraph.#

has
been made into a beautifully crafted
movie. Join us for an interesting
discussion. We meet in Budney at 12:30
PM on the first Sunday of each month.
We welcome all comers.

On June 1 we discuss Eckart Tolle!s

.

Elle
,

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly

A
New Earth: Awakening to Your Life%s
Purpose

An excerpt:

"Chad Kirby, 604-271-1270

"Psychogeography!
The Girl in Saskatoon: A Meditation
on Friendship, Memory and Murder

For at least two years, Saskatchewan
writer Sharon Butala has been working on
her book about an
acquaintance who was murdered in
Saskatoon, suffering harassment and
wiretapping in the process. Her creative
nonfiction pieces like

have been award-winners and
bestsellers here and around the world. The
book was reviewed in The
Saturday, March 29:

Loss of Innocence

The Perfection of the
Morning

Vancouver Sun,

http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/w
eekendreview/story.html?id=546d1b99-9f7c-
4c92-9f0f-9592bd3edcae

"Wyndy Knox Carr

Our speaker from last year's Earth Day
has published a new book through Anansi
Press. Several prominent writers and
religious explorers reviewed it this way:
%Weyler liberates the historical Jesus in
this solid re-telling of the diversity,
politics, and mythology behind the origins
of Christianity. There is integrity and
trustworthiness in this author. Read this
book.#

%High points in readability, relevance and
insight. Weyler shows us that Jesus still has
the power to inspire, and that it is up to us to
make sure this inspiration draws out the
best in humanity, and not the worst.#

%Rex Weyler is a master journalist, who
brings us face to face with the Jesus who
walked the earth, changed western
civilization, and remains relevant to
modern readers.#

%Weyler takes his readers on a historical
tour of the ancient sources, describing the
earliest accounts of the life and message of
Jesus. Weyler has done his research and is a
great storyteller.

Rex Weyler's New Book
: The Jesus Sayings:

The Quest for His Authentic Message

&Matthew Fox, author of
and

One River,
Many Wells Original Blessing

&Steve Black,
Pacific Rim Review of Books

& Wyndy J. Knox Carr, M.F.A., M.L.I.S

&Lorenzo DiTommaso,
MontrealThe Gazette,

&John Izzo, Ph.D., author of
The Five Secrets You Must
Discover  Before You Die

Fourth Friday Focus

SPEED DATaING: (a term coined for this
workshop) is a formalized matchmaking
and discussion process whose purpose is
to encourage people to meet a large
number of new people, and share lots of
relevant and interesting information and
ideas. If you attend, you will get some
questions answered, help answer some
questions, meet other interesting people,
and enjoy snacks and beverages.

(All net funds go to Unitarian
Service Programs)

Facilitator: Randall MacKinnon,
IDEASage for mackINNOVATION

$10

Hewett Centre,
Unitarian Church, 949 W 49 Ave.

Friday May 23, 7 to 9:30 PM

th
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LIBRARY

Goodbye and Best Wishes to
Lucy and Dale Stewart
The Library Committee is sad to

announce the resignation of Chair Lucy
Stewart, who, with her husband Dale, is
moving to the Sunshine Coast. All of us on
the Committee will miss her vivacious
support and generous leadership. This past
year, Lucy took on the challenge of
continuing the good work of Nancy Lagey.
We are grateful for Lucy!s energy and good
humour through the last nine months.
Thank you so much, Lucy, and good luck
to both you and Dale!

The Library Committee kindly elected
me as Chair at our March meeting. I shall
be very happy to work with the incredible
members of this team who have for so
many years made our Library a welcoming
and well-run service for our congregants.
As a college and public librarian in former
lives, I look forward to learning how the
UCV Library operates. I am lucky to be
able to rely on Lucy!s wisdom and the solid
knowledge and support of the library
members.

We are working with administration
and Noel Armstrong to renovate the
cupboard in the Castellio Room to house
the 500+ books donated by Julian Fears
when he died six years ago. This collection
of religious and philosophical works has
been stored in our Minister!s d
needs to be moved elsewhere.At this point,
the Library does not have room for this vast
collection, but we are working with the
Church on future options that may one day
bring this collection better visibility and
availability for loan.

office an

"Aphrodite Harris, Chair,
604-987-5339

Daytimers continue into spring with a
variety of programs, ranging through
several Vancouver Unitarian families!
histories, stories to tell, a description of the
"100 Mile Diet", its hazards and rewards, a
discussion of the Canadian Constitution
and a look at one of the new DVD!s created
at Simon Fraser University. As ever, you
will be welcome to join this group for the
meetings, lunches (bring your own bag
lunch; tea and coffee will be available)
conversation and companionship in the
Fireside Room of Hewett Centre at the
church on the following days:

Variety Is the Spice
DAYTIMERS

Thursday, May 1:
11 AM:

1 PM:

John Church will present a recent
history of the Daytimers.

Joyce Griffiths will share her
family's path into Canada.
Thursday, May 15:
11AM:
1 PM:

Five Stories from Five Daytimers.
Noel Armstrong and the

.
100 Mile

Diet
Thursday, May 29:
11 AM:

1 PM:

Should, or how could Canada's
Constitution be amended to recognize a
tripartite federal union? Presented by Joan
Armstrong and Joyce Griffiths.

A DVD from SFU, presented by
PatienceTowler.

& Wanda Justice, 604-327-1851
cljlah@shaw.ca

These notes come from a report
given to Daytimers in March.

Please keep them handy so you
can refer to them at later dates.

Do You Know What the SPP Is???
SPP stands for Security and Prosperity

Partnership, an agreement between
Canada, the USA and Mexico. Following
is part of the foreword:

%The goals of the SPP are cooperation
and information sharing, improving
productivity, reducing the costs of trade,
enhancing the joint stewardship of the
environment, facilitating agricultural trade
while creating a safer and more reliable
food supply, and protecting people from
disease.

The SPP is based on the belief that
prosperity is dependent on security, and
that the three nations are bound by a shared
belief in freedom, economic opportunity,
and strong democratic institutions. It is
intended to assist, rather than replace,
existing bilateral and trilateral institutions
like NAFTA, and works towards the three
North American countries working
cooperatively in the face of common risks

"

and economic competition from low cost
multi-modal transportation systems along
the International Mid-Continent Trade and
Transportation Corridor, to improve both
the trade competitiveness and quality of
life in NorthAmerica.#

The SPP agreement was signed in 2003
in Waco, Texas by Mexico!s President
Vincent Fox, President George Bush of the
United States and by Paul Martin when he
was Canada!s Prime Minister.

A Task Force was set up by the SPP
with three co-sponsors.They are:

' the Canadian Council of Chief
Executives, which is an organization of
Canada!s top 150 corporations;
' the Mexican Council on Foreign
Affairs
' the American Council on Foreign
Affairs (CFA) The latter is one of the
most influential think tanks in
Washington.

The leaders of these three countries then
set up the North American Competi-
tiveness Council to advise them. That
Council is composed of CEO!s from large
companies and key leaders of large
business organizations in the 3 countries.
Because the SPP is not a treaty like
NAFTA, the Task Force reports not to
governments but to Washington!s Council
on Foreign Affairs (CFA). Meetings are
conducted behind closed doors, by-
passing elected legislatures of all 3
countries and with no opportunity for
public consultation.

"Dorothy Goresky

The next meeting of the Unitarian
Music Club will be on May 28 at 7:30 in
the sanctuary. The evening will consist of
a shor t in formal concer t w i th
performances by David Embrey, Ann
Foster, Susan Larkin and others. The
Music Club welcomes all styles of
acoustic music and performances are
arranged in advance. If you would like to
perform, come and we will set a date.
Everyone is welcome. When you come,
please br ing a contr ibut ion to
refreshments. Because of the church's
financial difficulties, we now put out a
donation basket each month so people
who do not make contributions to the
church and are not low income can make a
contribution.

The last meeting of the 2007-2008
season will take place on June 23. The
date is moved up from the last Monday of
the month to avoid a conflict with the
Canada Day weekend.

Jeannie Corsi atMore information?
or phone

her at 604-224-1040, or David Donaldson
604-224-6010,

nichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca

dvdd@telus.net

MUSIC CLUB

More Variety
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We hope you enjoyed our Fundraising
Concert/Singalong April 6th! Our deep,
deep thanks to the Universal Gospel Choir!

We will be giving the Sunday service
on May 11th, Mothers! Day/Flower
Communion. Our theme will be "Mothers
and Others: The Interconnectedness of
Nurturing Refugees, Families and
Communities". We will be receiving the
Retiring Offering on that day.

We are offering lunch on May 18 .
Bring your friends and family and join us!
We had a lunch in March, for the family of
our young African friend. $460 was raised,
all of which was sent to her family in their
refugee camp, to buy food. This money
came to $8,000 when converted to their
currency. Well done! Further news about
her family is that in June of this year,
UNHCR is going to their refugee camp to
register potential refugees and her family
hopes to be among those interviewed. This
is the first step in reuniting our young
friend with her family, whom she hasn't
seen in 7 years!

In addition to facilitating their
eventual arrival (a very long-term goal,
unfortunately), we are in a position to
begin sponsoring more refugees in the
more immediate future. We are reviewing
the case histories of several Karen
(Myanmar) refugees, to see who has the
greatest need. We have mingled feelings
about this: regret that we can only help a
very few at a time, but also gratitude that
we can help in any way at all. Your
donation dollars are at work!

We have a need for more people to
participate in the Refugee Committee. We
will only ask you to participate
occasionally, you don't have to be a
member of our Committee, and we
promise not to inundate you with emails.
Please feel free to come to our meetings, if
only to see us up close and ask questions.

Our next
meeting is May 25th. For more information
on us, contact either of the Co-Chairs;
Fiona Graham, 604-886-4810, or Virginia
Crabil l, 604-731-1730 (note new
number!).

Immigration and refugee advocates as
well as legal experts are closely watching
Immigration Minister Diane Finley to see
if she will overhaul Canada's immigration

th

We meet in the Board Room on
the 4th Sunday of each month.

at 12:30

REFUGEE COMMITTEE

We Are Expanding!
system through the introduction of Bill C-
50 and if she will run the changes first
through the necessary parliamentary and
public oversight. The Conservative
Government announced plans to change
the 6-year-old Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act ( IRPA) by asking Parlia-
ment to relinquish its decision-making
powers on immigration policies to a single
person: the Minister. While Finley claims
Bill C-50 is a solution to the backlog of
800,000 case files and to long waiting
times for immigration applicants to appeal
for public support, critics say they were
caught off guard by the secrecy behind the
as-yet-unknown policy changes that would
be made once the Minister is granted such
sweeping powers.

Bill C-50, which has been tucked as an
amendment deep within the Budget Imple-
mentation Bill, would allow the Minister to
discard applications from a specific
country and reject an applicant who meets
all immigration criteria. Worst of all, an
applicant couldn't even go to court to
appeal. NDP Immigration Critic Olivia
Chow has already vowed to introduce a
motion to delete the amendments.

Otherwise, the Immigration Minister
could end up responding only to lobby
groups s/he wants to listen to. This
politicizes a process of selection of
immigrants that should remain fair and
transparent. There is concern that pressure
is being put on the government to stop
recruiting immigrants from African or
Muslim countries. We will be following
this impending situation. If you are
concerned, contact your Member of
Parliament and/or voice your support to
Olivia Chow.
If you wish to support the Refugee
Committee, you can donate by writing
your name, address and%For Sheilah
Thompson Refugee Fund#on the envelope
bearing your gift. Make cheques payable to
%Unitarian Church of Vancouver#with the
memo %For Sheilah Thompson Refugee
Fund#.

"Virginia Crabill, 604-731-1730
Refugee/Social Justice Liaison

A heartfelt Thank You to all who
contributed to the work of the Partner
Church this year. The Committee
raised over $1200 following the
service March 30th! Because of this
and other generous donations from
UCV members, Steven and Diana
Epperson were able to visit our Partner
Church in Brasso, Romania, con-
tinuing a long tradition of exchanges
with that congregation. They were also
able to present a gift of much needed
financial support, all thanks to you.

For more information on the Partner
Church Committee or to get involved,
please contactAlison Pearson at:

alisonpearson1@shaw.ca

Special Thanks
PARTNER CHURCH

Unicamp has witnessed a dramatic decline
in the number of "Penny" toads that used to
frequent our island, forest and trails. We
would welcome pictures, encounters and
accounts of sightings as we go in search of
the lost penny toads. Please send
submissions to .

The CIT program this
summer will run as three separate
intensive one-week training sessions.
This is both an effort to accommodate the
growing number of potential CITs, as well
as to focus on the training aspect; with
hands on workshops, added responsibility
and other practical experience that will
help to better prepare potential future staff
members

scumbost@uoguelph.ca

Feature Program:

Shalom Cumbo-Steinmetz
Communications Chair

Unicamp of Ontario
519-767-0273

I slept and dreamt that life was joy. I awoke and saw that life
was service. I acted and behold, service was joy.

Rabindranath Tagore, philosopher, author, songwriter, painter,
educator, composer, Nobel Laureate (1861-1941).
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Biography of Gwen Dowding, April 23, 1920# March 16, 2008
Gwennie Marianne Olson was bornApril 23,1920 in Langruth,

Manitoba, a small Icelandic settlement near Lake Manitoba. Gwen
was the ninth of ten children, and first daughter, of Steini and Frida
Olson. Although raising 10 children was expensive, especially
during the depression, the Olsons somehow managed to encourage
each of their children to learn a musical
instrument. The siblings formed a family
band and, when Gwen was old enough, she
played the piano in this little group. Gwen
moved to Winnipeg in 1937 to complete her
music degree.

In Winnipeg she reconnected with
childhood friend, Gowan Gibson whose
family taught her the art of photography.
When he joined the air force and was ordered
overseas in 1941, the couple decided to
marry. Ten days later he was assigned to
NorthAfrica where he flew a transport plane.
The battle of El Alamein ended in 1942 and
Gowan!s plane was shot down in 1943, so the
family often wondered if he and his crew
were killed by friendly fire.

Gwen left her family, friends, and
memories behind her, packed up her beloved
Heintzman piano, and headed to Vancouver
in 1943. Here, Gwen began a successful
career in photography. She became the
official photographer for Theater Under the
Stars. Not long after her move to Vancouver,
Gwen met Gordon Dowding and they
married in 1945. In 1948, their eldest son,
Mark, was born, followed by Colin, and after that, their daughter,
Lisa. After Gordon graduated with a law degree in the spring of
1954, the family moved to South Burnaby, where the children
would spend their childhood.

Gordon!s law practice, as well as his interest in politics,
directed the path of Gwen!s life for the next 25 years. Gwen!s true
sanctuary from the stresses of motherhood and politics occurred on
Sunday mornings. She joined the Unitarian Church of Vancouver
and, for more than 50 years, she revitalized herself and gained her

many friendships in the process. She also joined and volunteered
for the Icelandic Hofn Society and its Solskein group, and the
Icelandic Canadian Club of BC.

When SFU was built in 1965, Gwen became a charter student
and pursued a passion for English Literature, the French language,

of Gowan Gibson!s grave was acquired through the Maple Leaf
Legacy Project, a service provided by Canadian volunteer
photographers who travel to war graves around the world. Gwen
was very grateful to see a photograph of her first husband!s final
resting place inAfrica.

In the fall of 2007, Gwen was diagnosed with a different
form of cancer, which was deemed untreatable. In her last months,
she loved hearing from family and friends and spent her time
reminiscing with her children and grandchildren. Gwen was brave,
intelligent, humorous, witty, loving, and peaceful until the end.

and psychology. She and several
other concerned parents began
PACE pre-school for children with
learning disabilities in Vancouver,
the first one of its kind. She was
elected to Burnaby Council in
1972 and enjoyed serving her
community in this new capacity.

When Gordon was elected
Speaker of the Legislature in 1973,
the couple moved to Victoria.
Gwen took painting lessons and
created some beautiful works of
art. However, Gwen missed her
family and her old friends, and so
not long after Gordon lost the
election and left politics in
1975,they moved back to their
Burnaby home. They then moved
to Maple Ridge where Gwen
fought and won a battle against
breast cancer in 2000. After
Gordon!s death in 2003, she
moved to Parksville to be closer to
her daughter.

Recently, a photograph

"Courtesy Lisa Stepp

Gwen Dowding

Last month!s featured an%Important
Opportunity# to hear Dr. Ilan Pappe, an Israeli Jew now teaching
history at Exeter University in the UK, speak at the Vancouver
Public Library on March 29. His talk filled the Alice MacKay
Room downstairs, with about 50 more people standing outside the
open door to hear him talk about his recent book

, answer questions and sign books as part of
his Canadian tour.
Even though his parents fled from Europe with many other Jews
after World War II, in studying the treatment of Arabs in Palestine
lands that were ceded to Israel by the British, he could not make any
other conclusion but that the Palestine lands were occupied and
confiscated, their people expelled and now living in ethical and

Bulletin

The Ethnic
Cleansing of Palestine

The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine physical prison lands. When he spoke out about the violence and
cultural oppression to his students and neighbours, they drove him
out of Israel and discouraged him from teaching.

Alliant Tech Systems, a US company that made millions of
dollars raining cluster bombs and other anti-personnel devices
down on Palestine and Gaza, has recently purchases MacDonald
Dettweiler in Richmond, BC, causing many of its employees to
resign. See Monty Bassett!s opinion piece from
Monday, February 18 ,%Sale of BC satellite company may well
speed up prospect of sky wars#at:

The Province
th

http://www.canada.com/theprovince/news/editorial/story.ht
ml?id=d6022cb0-7b91-4ce3-ad4f-fd531a6e0eb9

www.pasifik.ca
¬ The video of Dr Pappe's March 29 talk at the Vancouver
Public Library can be viewed anytime at
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Nominations for Unsung Hero/Heroine Awards for the year 2007

The Board of trustees is seeking nominations for these awards to be presented at the Recognition Sunday on June 1 / 2008. The
following should be used as a guide in making your nominations:

overall contribution of the person in advancing the work of the church
length of time over which the person has made their contribution
the award is to be given to an "unsung" volunteer, one who does not occupy a very visible role

Nominations may be made to a maximum of two for either:
one Unsung Heroine and one Unsung Hero
two Unsung Heroines
two Unsung Heroes

Please limit your nominations to two (2) members.

Nominations will be accepted for members who have received the award in the past. A list of former recipients appears at the
bottom of this page. Members of the Board of Trustees cannot be nominated.  Staff who are not members of the church are
ineligible.

Please use the form below and return it to the Coordination Council mail slot either in the church office or in Hewett Centre
no later than Sunday May 4 .

I nominate:_________________________ for Unsung Hero/Heroine  because:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________

I nominate:_________________________ for Unsung Hero/Heroine  because:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________

st

th

criteria

Note:

.
Deadline:

Date:                                   Signature: Printed name:

Past recipients

!
!
!

!
!
!

not

1985 Mavis Jemielita & Bill Harvey
1986 Julian Fears & Joyce Griffiths
1987 Ken & Kay Turner
1988 Al Warner & Gwen Dowding
1989 Fred Poole & Ingegaard Aaloe
1990 Don Capon, George Andrews,

Margaret Donald & Marke Brunke
1991 Louise Nikolaieff & Lloyd Morrill
1992 No awards given

1994 Alice Frith, Joan & Noel Armstrong,
Cicely Joynson, Margaret Jenkinson

1995 Bettina Ptolemy & Mack Roe
1996 Margaret Ennenberg, Joyce Griffiths,

John Voth
1997 Gerry Hayle & Rainer Borkenhagen
1998 Jean Barber-Grant, Karen Bartlett,

Nancy Lagey, Billl Kiborn, Bill Mountain
1999 Franci Louann & Julian Fears
2000 Marilyn Flitton & Evelyn Riley
2001 Ida Gibbard & Don Slade

1993 Barbara Beach & Tom Reiner
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FOSTERING COMMUNITY

FORUM
May 4: Discussion with the Sabbatical Coordinating
Committee and the Committee on Ministry. With Steven in
the last month of his sabbatical, here!s an opportunity for
UCV members to ask questions of SCC members regarding
its role and functions, and how church life has been
functioning while our minister is away. Come also for this
congregational invitation to%check in#with questions such
as%How are we doing as a congregation?# with members
from the COM.

May 18: After lunch, come stroll through an%Earth-
Friendly Food Facts Fair# featuring Unitarians, EarthSave
Canada, BC Association of Farmers! Markets, City Farmer,
Society for a Genetically Engineered Free BC, Vancouver
Humane Society, and many more.

May 11: TBA

May 25: Its that time again! Please join your Board
members to discuss the 2008-09 UCV budget. Provide
feedback and input, and get a better understanding of the
budgeting process as well.

What a surprise to learn that onApril 29,
moved to Sechelt!After about 30 years of being extremely active
at our church, having both served on the Board as well as
numerous committees, and in the choir where Dale has been a
fixture, ditto Lucy in the library, they'll be leaving a hole in UCV
life that will be hard to fill! But the reality is, they've found a
bright two bedroom townhouse up there, walking distance to the
library, community centre and shops. Although they'll miss us,
their wish is even stronger to be closer to , his wife
and two little daughters, 4 and 2, now living in Langdale. By the
way, Joseph inherited the family business and now runs

on Granville Island, commuting by transit
from his home, just a five minute walk from the ferry. We wish
Dale and Lucy a fond farewell and a wonderful new life, and hope
they'll be back to visit us occasionally.

Dale and Lucy Stewart

son Joseph

Blackberry Books

Elaine Jaltema

Mac
Roe

Jane Slemon

was recently one of 20 grade K-12 teachers from
around our province who were selected for the first annual
Premier'sAward for Teaching Excellence. She and husband

attended the awards ceremony held March 3 in Victoria. At
the reception they met Premier Campbell as well as the Governor
General. Elaine is currently active in our Covenant Groups,
recently having very ably co-organized, with , a
wonderful Covenant Group potluck dinner and evening of
entertainment. Elaine is a head teacher at Confederation Park
Elementary School in Burnaby, with a Grade 5-6 split plus drama
for the entire school. Mac, a skilled handy person, is happy to
lend a hand with sets and special effects for school plays. In past
years, the two have also taught in our RE program.
Congratulations, Elaine!

"First comes love, then comes marriage..."
have recently returned from India where they attended the
wedding of their son, in
Calcutta, on March 9. Both young people are industrial engineers
who met as students at Purdue University. Paro, from a
diplomatic family, speaks 8 languages! Dwayne's
was not able to make the trip due to illnesses of her two little
daughters (since recovered) but husband Jeff was glad to join the
family. John and Rae, away February 18 to March 18, both loved
visiting India and getting to know their new family!

John and Rae Smith

Dwayne and Parbati "Paro" Ray

sister Marline

"...Then comes a baby with a baby carriage!"
, who live in Vancouver, welcomed

their first child and Lily's first grandchild, , who
arrived February 21, weighing in at 6 lbs 5 oz. Lily's new passion
is babysitting, something she now does almost every day! Mark
and Miranda were married in May '06. Congratulations to all
four of you! Coincidentally, little ,
whose birth was mentioned last month, is only 6 days older than
Trevor. Since both little guys have strong Environment
Committee family connections, they're sure to be raising their
voices over environmental concerns, such as eating, sleeping and
pooping.

Lily Ha's son
Mark and his wife Miranda

Trevor Lam

Sean Nickalas Mar Garen

Calling all classical music lovers! An update on an item reported
back in February '07 regarding , our long-
distance UCVfriend in Pentiction, and her younger German friend,

, a gifted pianist. Christiane will be performing
in concert at St. James Anglican Church, 303 E. Cordova, on
Sunday May 4 at 7:30 PM. Try to attend. In addition to beautiful
music, we can look forward to greeting Margaret and her

, in town for the event.

Margaret Dietrich

Christiane Klonz

daughter
Monika
Alas, once again we must bid adieu to some dear old friends.

passed away March 14, at 98. Old-timers will
remember Jean and her late as active members
many years ago. Jean helped start the Daytimers group. Because
she had been deaf in recent years, she had not been attending
church services. Among her survivors are a

, and two granddaughters. Her memorial service was held
March 31.

Jean
Hardwick

husband Frank

daughter, Susan
Russell

We also lost on March 17, at 87. Her memorial
service will be held this month, so watch for the date. Gwen was an
incredible cook and organizer who skilfully helped to arrange
many UCV social events as well as providing the delicious
refreshments. Her late also attended UCV.
Among her survivors are a daughter and a granddaughter.

Gwen Dowding

husband Gordon

And died February 27 of a rapid form of cancer, at
69. Her memorial service was held March 22. Although not
recently a UCV member, she had been in the past, as was her
former husband, the late . She was noted for her social
and environmental activism. She leaves behind a son and a
daughter as well as grandchildren.

Isobel Kiborn

Bill Kiborn

All these friends made a difference, left the world a better place,
and will be missed! You, too, will be missed in Fostering
Community if you don't send in news!your "Ann Foster, 604-736-2117,

afos72@vcn.bc.ca

Celebrating Community
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LEGACY ADVISORY

If you don!t declare your last wishes in
your will, the Provincial Government will
have a substitute will for you. Please also
remember the Unitarian Church of
Vancouver in your will. Contact the
Legacy Committee, Rainer Borkenhagen,
604-221-6631.

The 11th Vancouver Island UU
Women's Retreat will be held at
Bethlehem Retreat Centre in Nanaimo,
BC, on the weekend of September12-14.
The cost for the weekend is $175 if
registered before August 1st, or $185 after
this date. Space is limited.

Sacred Circle Dancing led by
Besty Nuse fromVictoria.

Featured
workshop:

For further information or a registration
form, email Janice at:
or phone her at 250-390-1332.

tjhocking@shaw.ca

!Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold"#

Pilgrimage
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

$W.B. Yeats,%The Second Coming#

We need connection with our world.We
need gratitude for our rightful place in this
world. We need to%walk the talk#, literally.
The%Pilgrimage to the Bog#, Sunday, June
8, will be a spiritual/political act.
Unitarians are good at that. Following
Quakers, we fought slavery. Following M.
L. King, we fought segregation. Following
Bertrand Russell and Greenpeace, we
fought nuclear war. There is reason to hope
that a climate crisis can be averted, and the
place to do it is here, in this valley. The way
to do it is through peaceful non-violent
direct action: to walk and to witness.

In 1999, a multifaith
group of 40 called%Visions for the Earth#,
walked from Deas Island Regional Park to
the City Dump and into Burns Bog.
Amazingly, this first pilgrimage helped
save the Bog from becoming a new PNE.
Gordon Campbell helped buy most of the
Bog, and four levels of government signed
a Conservation Covenant to restore the
Bog to health, as a sphagnum bog,%in
perpetuity#. But the Bog is endangered
once again, this time by Gateway.

So in this second%Pilgrimage to the
Bog#, we will retrace the 1999 route, but
this time we will go up to the Bog, but not
into it. The sacred destination is
%Sherwood Forest#on Nottingham!s farm,
the last forest on the last bit of lagg,
borderland essential to a healthy bog.

Kevin Falcon,
Minister of Transportation, replied to my
August, 2007 letter saying that the
proposed alignment of Gateway!s South
Fraser Perimeter Road (SFPR) had been
moved away from the Bog. The movement
was minimal, and according to the Bog!s
Scientific Advisory Panel, (confirmed by
the Technical Appendices to two letters
from Environment Canada) the movement
(and other mitigation proposals) would not
prevent the SFPR from killing Sherwood
Forest. The calcium and nitrogen blowing
into the bog would change the pH, drying
out the Bog. A dry bog is a carbon source,
not a sink, thus my climate concern.

This mid-height

From/To Where?

What!s Wrong?

Sherwood Forest:
forest between dump and farm, is a virtual

rookery for eagles, owls, hawks, falcons,
and is significant to cranes, swans, ducks,
gulls and endangered species. With 315
eagles it is second only to Squamish in
peak population, yet this forest sits on a
few acres. The peregrine falcon doesn!t
miss out on the ducks and voles here. And
the words%peregrine# and%peregrinate#
(to travel, especially by foot) are related
( through, + fields) to the word
%pilgrim#. So I propose that we witness
how the peregrine falcon, like a pilgrim,
circles and connects: the empty centre (for
us, the Bog) is sacred. We discover that by
walking and witnessing.

In 1999, the 40 of us were
Catholics, Protestants, Unitarians, Jews,
and Buddhists. I have asked Sister Cecelia
Hudec to co-chair with me, and Eliza
Olsen (Burns Bog Conservation Society)
to help, and they have agreed. This
pilgrimage will be even more diverse than
the last. Our guests will be ethical
environmentalists, and hopefully, a choir.
We will sing and pray to the forest, our
backs to the Dump. We will stop at the site
of the proposed SFPR, and pray for the
health of the Bog. We will start at beautiful
Deas Island Regional Park above the
tunnel in the river.

We will car-pool from the UCV
parking lot at 12:30 on Sunday, June 8.
Each car pool will take care that all its
members return. The pilgrimage starts at 2
PM in the parking lot of Deas Island
Regional Park.

The Environment Committee will
meet in the Board Room on Sunday, May
11, at 12:30. All are welcome.

per-, agros,

!Come, come, whoever
you are#$

Who?

When?

"Karl Perrin, 604-872-7326,
Chair, Environment Committee

A Modest Proposal
How do you plan to spend the Carbon
Tax Rebate from our Provincial
Government? Your Environment
Committee of UCV has some great
ideas to help reduce the carbon footprint
of our premises. We would like to study
the feasibility of installing solar
collectors for preheating the domestic
hot water. We have the engineering
expertise within our community to do
this. We also think it is very important to
continue to draught-proof our buildings,
such as retrofitting the windows in
H e w e t t C e n t r e a n d i n t h e
Administration Building. And we invite
you to submit your ideas to help us meet
our goal to reduce our carbon footprint.
So here's our modest proposal. We are
asking all friends of the environment at
UCV to donate their $100 carbon tax
rebate to the Green Fund of the
Environment Committee. In return, you
will get an official tax receipt and the
great satisfaction of helping the planet
which now has a serious "fever" and
needs our love and compassion. We
would appreciate your generous
response.
For further information contact: Dave
Macdonald,
604-777-2857;

monicaanddave@shaw.ca

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

"Joan Armstrong, 604-731-8786
joanarm@shaw.ca

Women!s Retreat


