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CHURCH SERVICES IN JANUARY

100 Years: = UBumbleberry Sundae
Unitarians in Vancouver In celebration of #Bring-a-Friend Sunday$ and il
Sunday, January 4, 11 AM anticipation of a bright new year, please join the New
Reverend Dr. Steven Epperson Committee after service January 18 for our annu:

Today we begin a year-long celebration of the centenary ghppreciation and Welcome Bumbleberry Sundae Sunday!
the Unitarian Church of Vancouver. This service will highlight ~ We will be serving bumbleberry sundaes made wit
milestones and achievements of UCV and its members and théerries lovingly picked this past summer by the Committe
signal contributions of this congregation to the widerand friends. Celebrate our community, our friends, and ol
community. . ) ] new members by sharing bumbleberry sundaes. There v

Radical Hospitality be a sundae for everyone!
January 11, 11AM PS:Ifyouwould like to joininthe fun of picking berries in
Caroline Farley June and July, talk to Dianne Crosbie, Naomi Taylor, c

0 ioi I
Join me for a look through UCN history and our rich Karen Bartlettyowe would love to have you join us!

history of being radically hospitable. With one hundred years JR—
of social action work under our belts, the torch is now in our p

hands. What will our legacy of kindness and action in the
community be? Whatwill people say aboutusin2109?

Blue Monday I
Sunday, January 18,"11 AM
Reverend Dr. Steven Epperson

Welve learned that tomorrow is the unhappiest day of the
year. Failed New Yeds resolutions, Christmas season bills #
piling up and coming due, and winter weather add up to a gring
cocktail that send many into a downward spin. !ketlo
something about it: gather for mutual support through music g
story and fellowship. In this service Weshare and enjoy
some light, warmth and solidarity, and thus help carry us safel
through Blue Monday and beyond.

Inter-splrltuahty, 2009 marks UCV’s centenary. Throughout the year
What |S |t7 we will feature photos of UCV life over the decades.
A JEWiSh Pers ective Here the children of the church present a Christmas
Sunday, January 535 11 AM Pageant in 1966
Reverend Dr. Steven Epperson —
and Rabbi David Mivasair _ ...and inside... ,
Join me in welcoming Rabbi David Mivasair of EnvVironment... .. 4. PhilosophersCafé . . . 6
Congregation Avahat Olam for an exploration of the spirituaFOrum .. ...... .. /. Presidents Msg . ... .. 3
depths of the religious life and how we can learn about anélarolds Book. . . . . 7  Program Rec. Counc 4.

deepen our own spiritual practices and insights througMinister!'s Workshop2  Religious Exploration .3
worship and discussion with members of other faiths. MusicClub ... .... 3 Second Friday . .. ... 6.
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From the Minister!s Workshop

A Good Reason Why Wel!re Here 1told her; and that when sheis: ™ « N

Early in December, there was a knock at my officd €ady; found the right person,
door. It was 11:30 AM#Steven, there is a distraught and if she s.tlllwa_nts it, she wilgs
young woman here, and she says she needs to sp e afamily, chl_ldren_to loveg
with you. Are you available® | was, and a woman in andafull, happylife tolive.
her early twenties, eyes swollen and red from a lot of Tears .Of anguish turned N
crying, entered my office! have only ten minutes to t€ars of relief. And then | askefi==c
speak with you she said,#because | have an NET asshewas abouttolea e, o
appointment for an abortion; but | need so badly twhyd'd youcome here? Whigh
speak with a ministe$. | asked her to sit down and to didyou choose this placg?
tellme how | could help.

She told me she didnknow. #l was looking for a
Through her tears, she told me that the man who got 9" $she saidvell $I replied,# think you gotyour

her pregnant could not, should not be the father. No?'9n®

could she, at this time, be a mothéram not ready for a 'Why did you come here?

child, not at all; not emotionally, not financially!d Why did you choose this place?"

have to drop out of school, | dtrhave any support; it ) )

would ruin my life. Im seven weeks pregnant, and | After she left my office, | thought with grave, deep

have to go through with this. But | am scargshe said. 9ratitude, about how important it was that on this
#Am | going to be punished by God? Will I go to hell particular day, because we had built and staffed
for doing this % church, wéoyou and ®ocould be there for a young

In the few minutes remaining to us, | tried to be agvomanin distress who needed hope, nothell.

honest and supportive as | could. I told her | appreciatelvant to thank you for the financial support, the gooc

h iouslv. how thouahtfully. sh takinathis. Will, the good hearts you share with the Unitariar
QW seriousty, NoWougnhtiiZy, She Was taxing tis Church of Vancouver. Ddhforget, the world needs us

IAm | going to be punished by God? and our saving, redemptive message. Savin
Will I go to hell for doing this?" Redemptive; thas right. | am grateful that | could

And thenwent on to say that if there was a God, she halgPresent 3|/°l.J’ all of ubs, forbtr|1_e sake of thc‘?t youn
to know that this is not about hell, damnation andVoman early in December. I believe we saved a coup

punishment (she had already punished herself enougtfft Ives thatday.

it was about love. Love. That a loving God knew her g_,____ - <
heart, loved her, and wanted her to thrive. | showed her NA— W y N
a picture that is on my desk; a picture of me surrounded Rev. Dr. Streven Epperson
by my four children#Thisiswherd am coming froi§,
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President!s Message R.E.Update
By ELISABETH GELLER

_ 5 Whatever you and yours cele=$
A new year is upon us and, fol

brate this time of the year, | hope thati &

those of you who might have misse it is filled with love, wonder and <=~
( laughter. As the light returns to us

the AGM November 23, a new o |

Board is upon us as wellld liketo : this season, |& take every moment '
thank retiring Board members Bob ﬂ we can to revel in its beauty and
Schultz and Muriel Groves for thein Sp|end0ur_ With anew beginning of

hard work on the Board, and | welcome new member Masom year, | want us to look at creating a covenant of how we wi
Harris. _ , be in community together.

2009 is the UCVs centenary year with all the Here are some things to keep in mind as we begin th
appropriate celebrations it will entail. Now that e one  year. Call them guidelines, or promises that we can make
hundred years old,!# also an opportunity to look forward to each other. We need to be accepting of different styles
the next hundred years and ask ourselves what we want {Porship when we are together. Lemake the most of our
become, what we want for our congregation and for the largegiversity and work together to see how all these styles cz

community. live together. We are all born with our own talents, strength
...it"s also an opportunity andchallenges. Let us respect the inherent worth and digni

to look forward to the ofall. Letus make it our business to find out how we can hel

next hundred years... each other. Can we create space (physically, emotionally a

spiritually) for those who need to move around, perhaps tf
The Board begins the year with a strategic planningobby of the sanctuary, during worship? Our sanctuar

process to take us forward in the work of the church, bothstagéis to be kept sacred and ighao play$zone.

internally and externally. As well, the Future Development

Plans Committee will be consulting with the congregation -..we need to be accepting of

on our physical plant, and developing recommendations. If different styles of worship...

you have questions about this work, or would like to get ) ) L
involved, please contact me or any Board member. Where possible we would like to have us all remain ir

We are doing this work in”the full knowledge that our seats when in the main area of the sanctuary. Ifnust
difficult financial and environmental times lie ahead for all &k during the service, lex whisper. L& try to move out of
of us. By acknowledging this reality, we can preloarepgrcomfortzone and talk to one new person each week; ev
ourselves much better as a faith community to weather thi§JUSt t0 say#helld$. Let's show new people the love and

storm and build a better future from it caring that we have in our hearts. | would love to hear you
' suggestions for other promises that we can make to ea

MUSIC CLUB other
Music for a New Year Also, watch for our ARE new slate of programs. We

The first meeting of 2009 will be held Monday, January 26 athave avery full line up and theew brochureisout ! We had
7:30, in the sanctuary. The evening will consist of a shorthoped to have it distributed in the DecemlBrlletin  , bu
informal concert with performances by The Betty Berda,some of the logistics took a little longer to work out with the
Grupa Dunbarov, Roger Holdstock, Pam Jeffrey and Stunstructors. You can register at the church office or at ou

James, Carter Maitland, and Mikiko Shelly. registration days on January4 and11 in Hewett Centre.
The Music Club welcomes all styles of acoustic music, and

performances are arranged in advance. If you would like to ..watch for our

perform, come and we will set a date. Everyone is welcome. ARE new slate of programs.

When you come, please bring a contribution to refreshments. We have a very full line up...

Because of the church's financial difficulties, we now put We are looking for heloers in all levels of our CYRE
out a donation basket so people who do not make contri- € are looking for NEIPErs In all Ievels ot our ¢
butions to the church and are not low income can give rograms. If you would like to help out in our rotation on
contribution. unday mornings please let me know.

Dates for the rest of the 2008-2009 season are: February 23, | hope you all have a fabulous month and look for the

March 30, April 27, May 25 and June 22. newestissue of tHeE Church Chatter coming#goon!
For more information: Jeannie Corsi at 604-224-1040 or /g-

nichorsi@interchange.ubc.c®avid Donaldson at 604-224- _
6010 odvdd @telus.net ICaroline Farley
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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

TR Report from the Program
I
Relax.After#Rec;I;ll;],eRefs!Z:tFt]edulc?e:and Repaiomes COordinating CounCiI (PPC)

#Relaxd.  Thisis the season for relaxing, opening to subtle  Eighteen chair people representing 20 committees met
lessons. One such lesson for me is the acceptance of thigher November 19th or November 21st reporting on pa
dying back, foggy slowness of winter. As | learned from theevents or future plans. One committee handed in a writte
Tao Te Ching, sometimes slowing down, or doing nothingeport. All minutes have been e-mailed to the committee
(#wu wei$) is best: humility doegimhurt, and growth comes, Gordon Gram has stepped down as chair of the Buildings a
when it comes, on its own terms. So slow d@arelax. We  Grounds; the Council Representatives, Deborah Graham &
don't need to struggle to stay connected: we are alwaySusie McCormick have resigned and Dorothy Goresky h:
connected. stepped down as chair of the PCC. This leaves the newcorr
Norah Hartman as the remaining member.

Though most members see these face-to-face meetings
being very important, it became apparent that somr

Part of connection is joy, and part is grief. We can choosgeorganization is needed. Suggestions were to set up an
avoidance of both, protecting individual ego, or acceptance .mail site to facilitate communication between meetings ar

...sometimes slowing down
lor doing nothinglis best...

Herds a quote from Joseph Campbell: ghat there be advance notification of important issues f
_ _ iscuss.
Were in a free fall into the future. We don#t know  * geyeral committees report directly to the Board so are n
where we#re going. Things are changing so fast. part of PCC responsibility.
And always when you#re going through a long This, and the fact that several committees no longer exi:
tunnel, anxiety comes along. accounts for there being 5 or 6 fewer than in previous years.

"But all you have to do to transform your hell into a

| -261-
paradise, is to turn your falling into a voluntary act. 'Dorothy Goresky, 604-261-7022

e e a4 o s "md The Bulletin Returns
everything changes.% to E|ght_Page Format
The Enviro Committee will meet at 12:30 on Sunday, By Scott JacksonChair ,
January 11inthe Board Room. Allwelcome. Communications Committee
'Karl Perrin, Chair, 604-872-7326 This summer we changethe Bulletin  format to a

. smaller version for most months, alternating with ar
... and now for Somet_hmg occasional larger issue. We did this to incorporat
completely irrelevant. . . suggestions from our member survey last spring.

Bumper stickers recently seen on cars: Well, we've tried it out, listened to feedback, and
decided it's not working. Four pages is too small to cove
church news, so we're returning to a consistent eight-pa
monthly format (with a small break over the summer).

That is not to say, however, that we're returning tc

"Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
"I love cats ... they taste just like chicken.
"l want to die in my sleep like my grandfather ... not

screaming and yelling like the passengers in hi$ car. . . . .
"I didn't fight my way to the top of the food chain to be a the status quo. We will continue to include some of the item

vegetariar. requested by members during the survey such as mc
"If we arent supposed to eat animals, why are they made of Photos, member profiles, commentary and news. Staff ar
meat? committee reports will be more concise, and luetain the

"Forget about World Peace, visualize using your turn signal. popular events calendar on the back page. We will als
"We are born naked, wet and hungry. Then things get Worse continue to promote online communications to help keep tr
"Make it idiot proof and someone will make a better itiot. ~UCV budget on track and save trees. We encourage you

"He who laughs last thinks slowést. switch to email delivery ofrhe Bulletin and use the newly
"Always remember ydue unique, just like everyone else. spruced up websitewyww.vancouver.unitarians ) which has
"Be nice to your kids. Thelf choose your nursing home. an online library ofBulletins as well as lots of info about
“There are 3 kinds of people: those who can count and thosehurch programs and upcoming events.

who cart.! o We hope this new format will suit your needs. And
"Why is"abbreviatiohsuch a long word? thank you for your feedback as we work to get the mix o

"Ever stop to think, and forget to start agin? UCV communications tools on track and on budget.
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Ministers and members photo, taken in 1930:
Front row: Rev. Ada Tonkin, H. Seymour, Jane Bury. Who Are We?

Back row: Rev. J.B. Tonkin, Arthur Peacey, E.J. Hudd, G. Boult (Tell Us Your Story...)
UCV Centenary Insight The CUC Task Force on National
D|d You KnOW') Identity is asking UUs across Canada,

"Who Are We?", as we clarify our

Thatwhen the Unitarian Fellowship provision made for an abstaining identity in reaching out to others. As
for Social Justice (FSJ) was formed at vote$in other words in order for a religious commentator Tom Harpur puts
UCV in 1956, the rule wasthat in motion for social actionto carry onthe it, Canadian UUs have "a unique
order to take action on any question, first presentation of an issue, there opportunity to fill the growing spiritual
the FSJ must have the unanimous must be no negative votes from thevacuum®. The Task Force is proposing
consent of the congregatidh As you  Church membership, but there may beSpring workshops and Sunday services
can imagine, this caused some anynumber ofabstentionsPhisisan asopportunitiesto participate.
considerable discussion. Later that early example UCV encouraging 1...Canadian UU"s have a
year, the AGM minutes noted a motion social action while recognizing that unique opportunity to fill the
"to reconsider this because of the members may have arange of opinions growing spiritual vacuum ... ."
tremendous responsibility this places about the church taking an action on Visit_http-//canadian-unitarian-
on all of us, and the need for serious everyonés behalf. Today, the Social council.pbwiki.com/our-national-
consideration before a negative vote is Justice Committee can speak abou?dentity and tell us your story about why
cast$ ' something without unanimous consentyOu love being a UU, and how you came

At an EGM even later in 1956, a of the church, but only in the name of {5 thjs spiritual home. _

further motion noted that unanimous the Committee, notthe Church per se. 'Kalvin Drake
consent was still requirétut with National Identity Task Force
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Philosophers!

Fireside Café
3rd Friday of the Month, 7 - 9 pm
Fireside Room, Unitarian Centre,
949 West 49th Ave. (at Oak Street)

The evenings are as warm anc
illuminating as our fireside, as
welcoming and wondrous as the
artwork, as comfortable as our chairs
and as interesting as the diverse
intelligent, expressive people we
attract. The supportive, friendly
atmosphere encourages folks tc
participate actively and share their
interesting thoughts and unique
perspectives. Everyone welcome. Re
gistration notrequired. Admissi@®b.

Moderator Randall MacKinnon
has a Masters in Social Policy and

Home of the Unitarian Church of Vancouver from 1913 to 1965.

LEGACY ADVISORY I Planning and is an IDEASage and
Second Frlday questmentor with MackINNOVA-
Look Out for the D|Scovery TION, aservice consultancy.
Memorial Wall!  The "First Friday Friendship" Friday, January 16th
group is morphing into "The Broken Rules, and
Second Friday Discovery" and will How To Fix Them

have its first meeting January 9 Two things often go wrong with

under the new name. Secondgovernment regulation. First, too
Friday Discovery will retain the manyregulations aretoocumbersome
goals of providing opportunities thus stifling innovation and efficiency.

for singles to meet up. Soon we will And, as with the rules that allowed the
start working to attract people from Meltdown thas wreaking havoc with

At the AGM in November, the other parts of the Greater the world economy, too many simply
membership passed a series ofvancouver Community. Now we dontworkasintended.

. i . . . Don Cayo is a Vancouver Sun
motions that allow the use of the are practising running discussion columnist who often delves into the

enclosures to the east and west of thegroups and having people CONNECtgqylatory realm, and he concludes
sanctuary to be designated walls for through dialogues for the first half that the problem often stems from
placing granite plaques "In of the evenings, followed by trying to regulate each step in a
Memoriam” of deceased Unitarians. dancing, games, and otherprocess, instead of focussing on the
This will be a signature centennial activities in the second half. When outcome. Hél lead a discussion on
project, with funding from the e attract new people to the centrehow, in many fields, things might be

Muriel Cunliffe Fund. we can hope that our activities will donebetter. |randall MacKinnon,

~ Wewillneed one extramemberto encourage them to experience our Moderator, 604-582-4651
sit on the Memorial Wall Advisory  -hurch. We will be grateful for "we dialogue therefore we are. . . . . !
Committee tc; glfli_ﬂe grpplicati?rés ?nd participation and assistance from
improvements. The Terms of Refer- : -
ence and guidelines are allin place. tég}{onnslﬁigw.bers single or in a — ¥\ T

Please contact Rainer For more information contact Robert << — ¢ _a ——

Borkenhagen, Chair, Legacy Schultzatchurchon Sunday or at 604- €2 ”

Committee, 604-221-6631. 943-6419. @ .
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Harold Is Honoured
at Book Launch

Random Recollections and Reflectiorthe book about
Harold Douglas Brown, was launched successfully o
December 7 with a celebration in words and music in hi
honour. The Reverend Dr. Steven Epperson welcomed
gathering and paid tribute to Harold and his long, genero
history in the music world, his dedication to students and h
undying gifts to our church. Dorothy Goresky, the drivin
force behind the publication of the book, welcomed Tonn
Brown, Harolds wife of 63 years and told the audience th
history thatled to the book.
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January 4: Environment Committee on a review o
Gateway (speaker TBA).

January 11: Dr. Lotta's Legacy Lives onThrough

USC Canada. As we approach the 100 annivers
of the birth of its founder, Lotta Hitschmanova, US(
Canada owes her a huge debt of gratitude
service. Lotta was tireless in her efforts to educate
reach out to, and mobilize the Canadian publi
Times have changed, but as we reflect on her leg

much of it still resonates in what USC stands fo
today and in the work, partners and programs thgt
USC supports thanksto Dr. Lotta Hitschmanova.

q

3
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January 18: Social Justice Committee
January 25: TBA

Guest of honour Harold Douglas Brown and Dorothy
Goresky, the driving force behind the publication of
Random Recollections & Reflections.

A number of musicians including the Chalice Choir
singer/pianist Elliott Dainow, pianist Ailsa Zaenker, flautis
Ross Curran, violinist Peter Lang and soprano Carole Da
offered musical tributes during awell-received concert.

#$ tribute to Harold and his long, generous
history in the music world%

The choir sang a favourite of Hard&) Balm in Gilead,
then joined pianist Ailsa Zaenker to sing new lyrics for
Bach-Busoni chorale. The lyrics, written by choir membe
Errol McKinstry, were a song of thanks to Harold:

"Beside thy keyboard here we stand to sing
your praise in melody. You share a balm
and willing hand with gifts of chord and
harmony. Herald us all our minds and
hearts, our rhythm, voice and many parts,
with grace and skill you accompany.”

Special guests including George Zukerman, George Ro:
Barbara Whiticar, Linda Lee Thomas, Sue Eller
Griffinrepresenting her daughter Stephanie who lives i
New York, and Olof Eriksson attended the event.

The festive afternoon ended with a reception an
refreshments donated by members of the congregatic
Harold was kept busy signing books, and will continue f
sign them after future church services. Of the 200 bool
printed only 50 remain#Thank you to everyon®$,says
Dorothy Goresky#who made this event possitfe.

&Dorothy Goresky

Rae & John Smith and Jennifer Wade sold copies of
the much anticipated Random Recollections and
Reflections at its launch on December 7 ."
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The year starts with a variety of interesting and lively events at UCV. Please refer to the Church"s website

WWW.vancouver.unitarians.ca

for full details of these events, plus others that may have been scheduled since The Bulletin deadline.

Date & Time Event Location
Sun. Jan 4, noon - 2 PM Forum: Environment Committee: Gateway review Fireside Room
Sun. Jan 4, 12:30 - 2 PM UCV Bookclub:Getting to Yes (nonfiction) Roger Fisher et|aBudny

Fri. Jan 9, 7:30 - 9:30 PM

Second Friday Discovery

Fireside Room

Sat. Jan 10, 10 - 4 PM

ARE: Personality Type; Going Deeper with Mary Bennett

Fireside Room

Sun. Jan 11, noon - 2 PM

Forum: Dr. Lottds legacy lives on through USC Canada

Fireside Room

Sun. Jan 11, 12:30 PM

Environmental Committee meeting

Board Room

Mon. Jan 12, 7 - 9 PM

Sacred Circle dancing

Fireside Room

Wed. Jan 14, 7 - 9:30 PM

Pagan Committee

Fireside Room

Thurs. Jan 15, 11AM-2 PM

Daytimers:International Monetary Fund (11 AM)
Small loans banks (1 PM)

Fireside Room

Fri. Jan 16,7 -9 PM

PhilosophensCafé: Broken Rules and How to Fix Them

Fireside Room

Sun. Jan 18, noon-2 PM

Forum: TBA

Fireside Room

Mon. Jan 19, 7 - 9 PM

Sacred Circle dancing

Fireside Room

Tues. Jan 20, 6 - 9 PM Community spaghetti dinner Hewett Hall
Sun. Jan 25, noon - 2 PM Forum: Social Justice Committee (topic TBA) Fireside Room
Mon. Jan 26, 6:30 - 10 PM UCV Music Club Sanctuary

Tues. Jan 27,7 - 9 PM

ARE: Centuries of Darkness & Light, Harold Rosen (week

1Fireside Room

Wed. Jan 28, 6 - 10 PM

SJC co-sponsored event: Jeff Halper

Sanctuary & Hewett Hall

Thurs. Jan 29, 11AM-2 PM

Daytimers: Discussion with Rev. Epperson (11 AM),

Fireside Room

Stories by Daytimers (1 PM)




