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Sunday, March 1, 11 AM
Dr. Alan Morinis

The Jewish Spiritual
Path of Mussar

Dr. Morinis is at the forefront of the
revival of Mussar, and he will lead us
in an inquiry into the Mussar tradition
as well as the practical lessons it offers
in how to %cultivate the ways of the
soul!for the sake of your own spiritual
life as well as for the world we share.
Through the centuries, wise and
insightful Jewish spiritual leaders
have observed life in all its dimen-
sions, and have crafted a discipline of
self-development meant to help us
engage effectively and spiritually with
our world. That tradition is called
Mussar. Its purpose is to guide us in
developing our inner lives, not to get
above or beyond the fray, but to
recognize, engage with, and use the
tests we face. Mussar teaches that the
tests the path.are

Sunday, March 8, 11 AM
UCV Youth Group

Communal Explorations
of Spiritual Practice

How is youth worship spirituality
practised? We will explore ways to
express our spirituality to create
communities of sharing.

sudden premonition ... . When we read
a poem we are standing on the
precipice of experience, and the jolt in
the bottom of our stomachs tells us we
are not rooted in this world; we flit
through it like doves over pavement.!

Who Is My Neighbour?
Sunday, March 22, 11 AM
Rev. Dr. Steven Epperson
In this service, we continue our

exploration of the "Sources# of our
Unitarian tradition by looking at the
Fourth Source, which claims we are
rooted in: "Jewish and Christian
teachings which call us to respond to
God!s love by loving our neighbours as
ourselves.# That statement raises
questions about our history, divine and
human affection and duty, and who are
our neighbours. In exploring these
questions, we will also be commem-
orating our connection with our Part-
ner Church in Brassó, Romania.

Sunday, March 29, 11 AM
Rev. Dr. Steven Epperson

Now More than Ever

We continue the festivities in honour of
UCV!s 100 year anniversary with our
annual Pledge Drive worship service.
This community has achieved great
things in the face of considerable chal-
lenges because of the dedication,
service, and faith of its members. Join
us to celebrate achievement and of
what we give of ourselves to build an
enduring future for our congregation.

Sunday, March 15, 11 AM
Alex Winstanley

"Poetry comes at us like the dream
world, from an improvised angle, a

Where Does
Poetry Come From?
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Join UCV member, stand-up comic and
poet, Alex Winstanley in exploring poetry,
intimacy and spirit.

Requiem and Remembrance
Chalice Choir Spring Concert

Rutter Requiemfeaturing the and
The Vancouver Chamber Players

and a set of songs to mark UCV's 100th birthday.

Sunday, April 5, 7:30 PM
Sanctuary, Unitarian Church of Vancouver

Tickets: $15 (low income pay what you can)
Available from any choir member or at the door.

Childcare available                      Reception to follow.
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is the monthly newsletter of the
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Submission deadline is:
The fourth day of the month preceding
the month of issue. All submissions

follow standard guidelines used in
the publishing world, a copy of which
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the editor.
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Rev. Dr. Streven Epperson

#Beyond UCV: Some Recent Work!
In May, 2002, I signed a "Letter ofAgreement,# my contract

with you as the Parish Minister of the Unitarian Church of
Vancouver. In that "Letter,# there is a sub-section called
"Scope of the Work# which states that, in addition to my
primary responsibilities to the congregation, I will
"promote& liberal religion in the community,#and"work with
others in the areas of pastoral care, social and environmental
responsibility, [and] community relations&# As many of you
may not be aware of some things I!m up to beyond UCV, I
thought I!d give you two recent examples of my work"in the
community.#

First. On February 8, a coalition of DTES (DownTown East
Side) residents and social action groups (including the
Carnegie Community Action Project or CCAP) staged a
"Poverty Olympics,# an alternative Winter Olympic Games,
featuring"official mascots#: Creepy the Cockroach, Itchy the
Bedbug, and Chewy the Rat, along with competitive sports
events like "Skating Around Poverty and the Housing
Hurdles,# "Curling Away Poverty,# and "Wrestling for the
Community.# It was a creative, non-violent way, obviously, to
draw attention to the $6 billion that will be spent to host the
2010 Winter Olympics while, shamefully, our Province has the
highest rate of people living in poverty in Canada and
thousands of homeless$ plenty of political will for staging a
three-week extravaganza, next to none for tackling and ending
chronic poverty and our housing crisis.

An emergency call went out from the Poverty Olympics
Organizing Committee for someone who spoke French and
who!d be willing to be interviewed on Radio Canada. Because
UCV has a working relationship with CCAP and no one else
stepped forward, and because of our commitment to social
justice, I offered my services. Though my French is a bit creaky,
on Thursday morning, February 5, I recorded a good interview
with Julie Charpentier of Radio Canada, and was given the
opportunity not only to speak about the Poverty Olympics, but
also to talk about our congregation and the historic, principled

ference,# sponsored by the Fraser Basin Council. Founded in
1997, the Council draws together representatives from the
four orders of Canadian government$ federal,provincial,
local and First Nations$ as well as the private sector and civil
society, to promote long-term social, economic and
environmental well-being, a healthy, sustainable future, for
the Fraser Basin and its 2.7 million residents. Several hundred
people attended the February 19-20 conference, and my task
was to draw together the many themes, challenges, and
innovative stories that arose from speeches and working group
discussions, and then make a presentation on my observations
during the second day plenary session. My intent was not only
to highlight the myriad challenges facing us in advancing
"sustainability,# but also to convey significant stories of
concrete achievement by individuals and groups in finding
solutions. The 19th century Unitarian minister Thomas Starr
King said we need to give people hope, not hell. I hope that my
remarks, while pulling no punches, also enabled people to
leave with some hope and new resolve.

Second. Thanks to UCV friend
Peter ter Weeme, I was invited to
serve as"Rapporteur#for the 2009
"State of the Fraser Basin Con-

Thanks to all of you for giving me the responsibility and
opportunities to express our values publicly in the wider
community. I to do it; it says so right there in my contract
with you.As well, and I think you know this, it!s an honour for
me to"represent#you.

need

commitment of Unitarianism to
promote " justice, equity, and
compassion in humanrelations".
Anybody hear the show? Hope my
French didn!t embarrass you.
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President!s Message
By ELISABETH GELLER

R.E.Update

#Caroline Farley

By CAROLINE FARLEY
In January, Rabbi David Mivasair

spoke to our congregation about
interspirituality, and his homily was
fascinating. Partly that was because he
gave us information that many of us
didn!t have before about Jewish
religious and cultural tradition$ but
for me, the most interesting part was
the his definition ofinterspirituality.

David (and I!m paraphrasing here) talked about a practice
that was not simply%multicultural!, in which we are all ex-
pected to %tolerate! and know something about other
religious and cultural traditions, but a practice that challen-
ges us to view our own traditions differently because we have
learned something of others. It is a practice that provides for a
great deal of richness, in that we are expected to learn about
others, and apply that learning in our faith communities and
in our own personal experience of faith and spirituality.

This led me to reflect on the future of UCV and the
conversations regarding our potential future role in the
creation of an interspiritual centre in Vancouver. Last fall the
Board created terms of reference for a Future Development
Plans Committee designed to solicit input and feedback from
the membership on precisely this issue, among others, and
make recommendations on future plans.

But, with the multiple commitments that congregation
members have, the Board has had difficultly recruiting
members to the Committee and it remains unpopulated, and
therefore unformed. If you!re interested in this work, and in
taking a role in determining what our membership wants in
its future, I encourage you to contact a member of the Board
or office staff, get a copy of the terms of reference, and ask
some questions about its work.

Welcome to spring coming later this
month! I am ready for it; I am
ready for green shoots, warmer days,
and, yes, sunshine!

soooo

In our con-
tinued quest to become a wholly
welcoming religious home for our children, youth and adults,
here are some brief considerations on dealing with individuals
with special needs. These strategies, while beneficial for all of
us, can help those with special needs toward increased success.

Very fidgety: give things to fiddle with quietly
Stay close by your child
Give simple concrete instructions once
Alternate physical and mental activities
Vary tone of voice; soft, whisper, loud

Enjoy music immensely
Need predictability and routine
Large wide open spaces can be difficult for kids with
autism to understand and will prefer well defined
smaller spaces with less visual clutter
Have issues with sequential memory so visual
schedules are effective with no more than two items
presented at a time.

Function well with a structured routine
Avoid situations that may produce sensory overload
for the individual
Provide clear expectations and rules for behaviour
May have other issues present; ADHD, obsessive
compulsive disorder, physical tics, etc.

Have issues with social interactions and relating to
others

Autism:

ADHD: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Asperger!s Syndrome:

Adult Religious Exploration

the Unitarian
Universalist United Nations Association

Our Spaghetti Dinner Nights

Socks and Sandwiches Day

classes are now underway.
See the website or our brochures available in the brochure racks
for information on classes.

Youth plans are underway to attend
spring seminar in

New York this April. They are also planning to attend the
Canadian Unitarian Council conference in May in Thunder Bay
and a few other regional trainings and conferences. Please
assist them in their fundraising endeavours.

are on the 3rd Wednesday of
each month. Come at 5 PM to help prepare and 6 PM to serve
dinner. Bring a salad or dessert item to share. Suggested
donation for dinner $5.

Our next is March 29. Donations
of socks, gloves, bread, jam, fruit, juice boxes, etc are greatly
appreciated!

The Children!s and Youth Religious Education
Committee is looking for a few people to have on call
for occasional childcare jobs at the church. Childcare
is provided for church sponsored events. Those
applying should have completed the Red Cross
Babysitters! course and have first aid certification (or
be willing to obtain it). Resumés for this paid position
can be sent to Caroline Farley, Director of Lifespan
Religious Exploration at the church office.

Childcare Provider Position Available:

²

²
²

²
²

²
²
²

²

²
²
²
²
²
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The Sixth !R"

#Karl Perrin, Chair, 604-872-7326

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Research. After"Recycle, Reduce, Re-use, Repair, and
Relax# comes Research. Ask questions and be skeptical, be
immune to ads like"Double Cheeseburger $1.39#. Cheap
doesn!t mean good. And"good# comes in many styles and
colours.
Let!s try green. How does one research what!s green? About
two years ago, Dianne Crosbie, Keith Wilkinson and I sat
down to develop an Ethical Purchasing Policy for UCV, later
passed by our Board. Since we own this church, we
collectively try to set a good example for all those who use
our facilities. We are inspired by our predecessors, and work
to pass on a better church to our children. That requires
research, keeping in mind the long term. Try googling"green
buildings, conferences, homes#. Use Consumer Reports,
Frogfile, etc. Research is an ongoing investment. Today,
Shell gas is OK, but Kleenex isn!t.

But there is another level to research: motivation. For
example, I want to be vegetarian, but I fail. That!s where
some deeper research and analysis may help. I am reading
Stephanie Kaza!sMindfully Green:

"We first look at how to develop energy awareness$.
Second, we investigate the nature of desire and examine
its multiple allures for today%s consumers. In the context
of desire, Buddhist teachings are very effective in
developing inner discipline that supports the practice of
restraint while cultivating the antidote of contentment.!
(pg. xiii) "& desire& restraint& the antidote of
contentment#& gratitude. Amen.

The Environment Committee will meet Sunday, March 1st,
at 12:30 in the Board Room.All welcome.

Patrick Dubois joined our church along with his partner,
Renée Robert, about a year ago. With me, he coordinated the
Fire Communion Service for the end of 2008, which he
described as"the most exciting yet.#
Patrick says that being a Unitarian"allows me to resurrect a
spiritual life largely deadened by institutions. I used to think
of myself as "cafeterian" in that I took bits of things from a
smorgasbord of other religions, but that!s not a fully
satisfying meal. What inspires me about Unitarianism is the
freedom, the future and the family, to coin an alliteration. The
freedom to define one!s own religious path and reality, the
freedom of conscience and choice and expression. The
future, in that Unitarianism is not stuck in the past by old
stories or cultural relics, but rather is defined by principles on
which to build future realities, not cling to legends or history.

PEOPLE PROFILES
And the diversity
of community$
the family$ that
genuinely enriches
each member."Our
past has given us
our rational prin-
ciples, so nicely
laid out on our
bookmarks. but I
think our future
lies in fleshing that
out by creating a
rich, inviting non-
rational world of
Unitarianism.

We!ve got the
mind aspect down
pretty well: let!s
g e t t h e h e a r t
pumping!#

When asked what he would say to a visitor on Sunday
morning, he replied,"Welcome! We need you, and your
voice, here. Ask questions! You can do more and discover
more here than at any other church. Come back again!#
Contact Mary at if you have
suggestions for someone to profile.

unitarianmary@telus.net

Meet Patrick Dubois

#Mary Bennett

PATRICK DUBOIS

February 28, 7:30- 9:30
Hosted by the Music Committee

and the UCV Youth Group
Adults $10, Youth $5,  Children free

Youth Coffee House 2009

Proceeds from this fundraiser will help UCV Youth pay for
their excursion to the New York UUUNO Conference in
April. The young people of this congregation are talented
and they are willing$ willing to share their energy and
general fabulousness with the rest of the congregation. This
year the concert will be cabaret style for your listening
pleasure. The stars on stage are 13-18. Come out and support
them, support them with a donation if you can!t come, and
bring all small ones to hear their teenaged elders. (Child care
is available.) We offer refreshments and refreshing
entertainment. This year!s proceeds will help to send our
youth to the CUC in Ottawa. Enjoy all our teenagers have to
offer, and know that this is a concert even for tender ears.

#Jane Slemon, 604-873-2208
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The next meeting of the Unitarian
Music Club will be on Monday, March
30, at 7:30, in the sanctuary. The
evening will consist of a short informal
concert with performances by Noel
Armstrong, Zosia Brown, Pam Jeffery
and Stu James, Carter Maitland, and
JefferyWilkins.

The Music Club welcomes all styles
of acoustic music. Performances are
arranged in advance. If you would like
to perform, come and we will set a
date. Everyone is welcome. When you
come, please bring a contribution to
refreshments. Because of the church's
financial difficulties, we occasionally
put out a donation basket so people
who do not make contributions to the
church and are not low income can
make a contribution.

Dates for the rest of the 2008-2009

More information:
Jeannie Corsi at 604-224-1040 or

David Donaldson at 604-224-6010 or

season are April 27, May 25, and June
22.

n i cho rs i@ in te r change .ubc . ca

dvdd@telus.net

Unitarian Music Club UCV Centenary Insight
Did You Know?

Congregational Polity, or, self-
government, (according to Oxford:
" condition of civil order#),is a
touchstone of Unitarian churches and
fellowships. It means we run the church
ourselves, with no Synod or Conference
to be accountable to, as have other
denominations. In a church our size, the
work of democratic decision-making
has never been left" just# to the Board.
We have a long history of holding
church-wide retreats, workshops and
planning days at which members get
together to review, problem-solve, and
plan. UCV archive records show annual
retreats taking place from 1966 through
to the present day, with attendance
ranging from 15' 90 people.

Up to the mid 90!s, the retreats took
place over a weekend, either at a camp in
Squamish, North Vancouver or, for 12
years, at a member!s home on Gambier
Island in Howe Sound.

Typically, members would sign up,

#Diana Ellis, 604-733-1058
Co-chair, Centenary Committee

di@intergate.ca

pay a fee to cover costs, bring along a
sleeping bag, and stay the weekend.A
volunteer retreat committee worked a
year in advance to arrange the agenda,
registration, food, transportation,
speakers, workshops, and enter-
tainment.

As well as a review of programs
and plans, topics included:"Our
expectations as members of a church
community,# "Principle-Centred
Leadership,# "Humour' the can-
opener to your heart,# "Large Church
Myth and Reality,# "Bridging the
Generations,# "Futures Studies and
Alternative Living.#

In recent years, an on-site day-long
"Startup Saturday# session each
autumn, hosted by UCV!s Board, has
taken the place of a longer out-of-
town retreat.

Sunday Lunch Schedule

#Doris Lowe

Here's the next batch of scheduled
lunches:

March 1: Refugee Committee
(fundraising for Farahnaz)

March 8: Refugee Committee

March 15: Campus Ministry

March 22: Youth Group

March 29: Elfert's Covenant Group

April 5: Partner Church

April 12: Refugee Committee
(fundraising for Farahnaz)

April 19: Refugee Committee

April 26: Youth Group

Winning Words
SFUC (South Fraser Unitarian Church)

is sponsoring a program open both to
members of our own South Fraser family
and to the public. The program is called
"WinningWords".

The fundamental belief is that through
intentional and skilled conversations
people can help each other bring zest, joy,
activity and achievement into their own
lives, can help them have sharp minds and
soaring spirits. The program is heavily
i n f l uenced by p r inc ip les f rom
Appreciative Inquiry. The program's
purpose is to give people skills in talking
with each other: to help each other over
rough spots, treat each other with dignity,
kindness and optimism and to create joy.

Mike Sands will be leading the program,
similar to a program that he led at the
Western Unitarian Fall Gathering. One
attendee at the fall program was Rev. Dr.
Everett Morris who wrote afterwards:

"It was good to be at your workshop and

to see the positive response to your
affirmative conversation presentation! I
think everyone got into it and has found a
new approach to deepening relationships
with their friends old and new.#

Mike knows what it is like to be in a
conversation that makes him feel tired,
inept, discouraged, humiliated$ and he also
knows what it is like to have friends who
have the skill of building him up, helping
him feel wonderful$ and he knows about
what specifically a person can do to pass
along this gift.

At this time Mike is asking for your help
in spreading the word about this program.
Forward a copy of this email to any friends,
or email groups, or blogs you belong to, with
a request that people "pass it on". Post
copies of the pamphlet in local libraries,
coffee shops, super markets and other
places. Attached is a .pdf of a poster for the
program$ feel free to print it off and post it
wherever possible.

The program runs at the Tong Louie
YMCA in Surrey at 7 PM, Wednesday,
February 18, 25, and March 4. Cost is $30.

TOFU
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DAYTIMERS

Housing Proposal

#Wanda Justice
604-327-1851

, cljlah@shaw.ca

Daytimer meetings take place the first, third and fifth Thursdays
in the Fireside Room, Hewett Centre.
. A proposal for ethics in action:
Neighbourhood Demonstration Project of Mixed Housing.
Forrester Developments, and Pottinger & Associates, Architects,
will describe theArks Vision Project at Granville and 51stAvenue.
Members and visitors are welcome to join this gathering. Please
RSVPto Marnie at 604-801-5008.
After a break for our BYOBag lunch:

Alice James will lead a discussion on the Human Brain.
, a video

presentation, thanks to Norm Hoye. The film runs over the hour, so
that the break for lunch will be a little later, and discussion arising
from the video will continue through to 2 PM. The video does an
excellent job of graphically illustrating, without editorial
comment, a conflict of values and practices between Europeans
and Indigenous NorthAmericans.

March 5: 11 AM,

1 PM:
March 19, 11 AM, The Return of the G'psgolox Pole

Unitarian Family Camp 2009!
Come share in the beauty and rejuvenating spirit

of Camp Sasamat this spring!
Unitarian Family Camp 2009 will run at Camp Sasamat

June 5-7. Registrations are now being accepted with early
registration ending February 28. Set in the natural splendour
of Belcarra Regional Park, the camp offers swimming,
boating and hiking. Other activities are walks around the
lake, felting with your children, a games corner and line
dancing, just to name a few!

Due to popular demand, we again are offering an inspiring
choral workshop led byAlison Nixon!

To download a brochure, go to
The

registrar, Dan Theal, can be directly contacted at
. Cross you fingers for warmer weather

than 2008!

www.beaconunitarian.org/sasamat-brochure-09.pdf

dantheal@yahoo.ca

#Anne Merrett-hiley,
UCV Liaison for the Sasamat Camp Committee

Organ Donor Memorial Service
This will be the twelfth year the Unitarian Church of

Vancouver has jointly sponsored the Organ Donor Memorial
Service with the Spiritual Care Chaplains of the Vancouver
and UBC Hospitals and the BC Transplant Society. This
important pastoral care outreach service will occur on
Sunday, March 8 at 7 PM in our Sanctuary. A reception will
follow in Hewett Hall.

The Organ Donor Memorial Service is open to all
individuals and families in BC who have lost a loved one as
an organ donor in the past year or longer. It honours those
who donated their bodies so that others might live. Many
organ recipients attend to give thanks and acknowledgment
for the gift of life the transplant has meant to them.

Wayne Ulian, UCV Lay Chaplain, is our representative
and facilitator for the service and reception. If you can assist
by bringing snacks and/or by volunteering to help set up
refreshments before the service, serve, and clean up
afterwards (6' 9:30 PM), please contact the church office at
604-261-7204 or emailWayne at compassion8@gmail.com

Art for Sanity
#Art is a guarantee of sanity.!" - Louise Bourgeois

Stephanie Finta attended a UCV Arts Committee Meeting
recently. She is a biology student at SFU, but says art (drawing and
painting) is how she keeps her sanity$ especially around exam
time. As the young adult on the UCV Arts Committee, Stephanie,
with an assist from Mary Bennett, is curating an art show on this
topic in May. It will feature art by youth and young adults.

Send a digital photo of your work and a short artist!s
statement(100-250 words) saying how art"guarantees your
sanity# to Stephanie Finta email .
Questions or comments? Cell 778-230-6569

sfinta109@hotmail.com
.

Legacy Committee Advisory

Innovative Gifts: Various ways that the Planned Giving
Committee has facilitated members in innovative gifts to our
church in the past three years:

1) donation of the church organ.
2) creation of the Sydney Amara Morris Fund by

an anonymous donor.
3) donation on three occasions by individuals of

gifts of appreciated corporate shares.
4) establishment of a charitable gift annuity for a

member on fixed income, with lifetime, tax-free
annuity payments accruing to the donor.

5) creation of the Church Endowment Fund by an
anonymous donor.

...Think about it. Practical visioning is better than pipe-dreams. For
more information contact the Legacy Committee (Rainer
Borkenhagen, 604-221-6631).
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The next Annual Conference and Meetings of the
Canadian Unitarian Council (CUC) will be May 15-18 at
Lakehead University.

Thunder Bay is planning a giant welcome! Would you
like to participate in this national conference? We are
sending up to nine official delegates to represent the
Unitarian Church ofVancouver.

What is it like to be part of a national gathering of
Unitarians? Here are some thoughts and memories of some
of last year!s conference:
"What a nice surprise to meet and re-meet Unitarians from
across Canada.# "It was wonderful to sing our songs in a
room filled with more than 400 people; adults, youth and
kids together.#"Going to the CUC made our movement feel
like a large, connected family.#

If you would like more information about this conference
and how to become one of our official delegates, please
phone or email Jeannie Corsi. (604-224-1040)
nichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca

Thunder Bay in May!
CUC CONFERENCE

Our congregation has been invited to host the 2010
Regional Fall Gathering. This annual event is hosted each
year by a different Unitarian or Unitarian-Universalist
congregation in BC. Beacon Unitarian Church hosted the
2008 Fall Gathering at Simon Fraser University. Other BC
Regional Fall Gatherings have been in Kelowna, the North
Shore, Nanaimo andVictoria.

Adults, youth and children gather for a weekend of events
and activities to network, share and connect with other
Unitarians. There's time to sing, dance, participate in
workshops and to worship together

The host congregation's work for such an event begins
with the identification of a Chairperson who coordinates the
host committee's planning for the event. Although October,
2010 may seem to be a long way off, finding the person to
lead our host committee

Please phone or email Jeannie Corsi, 604-224-1040 or
, to learn more about the Fall

Gathering and the vital role of Chairperson of the host
committee.

must be done by May, 2009.

nichorsi@interchange.ubc.ca

Hosting the Fall Gathering CANVASS 2009

Resilience in a Challenging Year
With the determination of resilient men and women, UCV

has persisted (and indeed flourished) for 100 years, through
all sorts of challenges. Our Centenary Year is something to
celebrate! However, 2009 has also brought some serious
financial challenges. Some UCV members and adherents
may be stretched just to meet their basic needs of food and
shelter. Others are in considerably more fortunate
circumstances. Just as we are a community of

, so too are we a community of
.

This year tests our social and financial resilience as a
community. Can we bring together enough pledges to sustain
UCV, and set a strong foundation for the next 100 years? Can
UCV remain a vital and unique organization in our lives, our
community, and in the wider world? Your answer to these
questions lies in your heart, head and wallet. This is the year
to seriously increase your annual financial pledge,
recognizing that there will be others who find it difficult to
maintain their last year!s pledge. Our goal for this year is
$350,000, maintaining UCV!s pledge income despite the
tough times.

Please provide your pledge following the Sunday services
on March 29 or April 5 to sustain UCV from July 1, 2009 to
June 30, 2010. And please join us for a special canvass
launch on Sunday, March 29, as we invoke the spirit of this
year!s Canvass$ .

For further information, contact Eleanore Dunn of the
Canvass Committee( )604-524-1943

diverse beliefs
and shared values diverse
incomes and shared costs

"Diverse Incomes and Shared Costs!

eleanoredunn@shaw.ca

1957: Greg and Ted Cox lend a hand
to keep the church ship-shape.

the Book about Harold Douglas Brown
!Random Recollections and Reflections",

There are only half a dozen books left. If there are requests for
more copies, we must decide whether or not they can be
obtained. Please check with Dorothy Goresky, 604-261-7022.
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Second Friday
Discovery

The"Second Friday Discovery#group
is modifying goals and its organization.
We will continue to build so that single
adults have more opportunities to meet
other singles and more people are
introduced to the UCV. The dream is
still to build something like Discovery
when I experienced it, but by then it had
more than 15 years of development. I
see a lot of work required, but the
opportunity to provide something
needed in the community should make
the effort worthwhile. We need people
who enjoy expanding their social
networks, and we need some of these
people to be willing to do a little extra
for others.

Go to and
look under community/events to see
what is planned. For more information
contact me at the church, or call 604-
943-6419.

vancouver.unitarians.ca

#Robert Schultz

Philosophers!
Fireside Café

3rd Friday of the Month, 7 PM
Fireside Room, Unitarian Centre,

949 West 49th Ave. (at Oak)
Everyone welcome. Pre-registration

is not required.Admission is $5.
The evenings are as warm as our

fireside, as welcoming as our carpet, as
comfortable as our new chairs and as
interesting as the diverse, intelligent
people we attract. The supportive,
friendly atmosphere encourages you to
participate actively and share your
unique and interesting thoughts and
perspectives.

Moderator:
has a Masters in Social Policy and Plan-
ning and is an " IDEASage#with

, a service con-
sultancy.

Randall MacKinnnon

MackINNOVATION

Next Caf : Friday, March 20 at 7 PM

Can it be envisioned?

J
$Is it possible to expect the
unexpected?%

First Friday: PlayTonics
PlayTonics ="entertaining ideas#

1) play = enjoying

2) tonics = refreshing

3) plato = philosophizing

4) platonic =being quite friendly,
through social activities.

When is PlayTonics?The First Friday
of the Month, 7 PM: (Fast Food for
Thought at 6 PM, optional, Dutch
Treat)
Where is PlayTonics?Hewett Hall,
Unitarian Church, 949W49thAve

To get information on the latest
activities:
To request a program, email
( )
or go to the website
( )

playtonics@ymail.com

www.vancouver.unitarians.ca

Next Event: March 6,7PM (Fast
Food at 6 PM)

Idea Potluck  "Looking for play in all
the right (and ethical) places" Ideas
voted best get a prize.

#Randall MacKinnon

WhaleCoast Alaska 2009
FiveAlaskan UU fellowships invite

you to experience our eco-cultural and
spiritual program this summer in our
13 year! See the realAlaska, with UU
homestays in Anchorage, Fairbanks,
Seward, Juneau, and Sitka.

UU!s host events and lead tours.
We visit Tlingit and Inupiat Native
Alaskans, see lots of wildlife like
bears, moose, caribou, whales, sea
otters and bald eagles and visit Denali
and other National Parks. Dave Frey, a
28-year Alaska resident, leads the
programs.Visit

.
Reservation deadline is March 21,

but tours usually fill early. Email
f o r

information, or call 907-322-4966.
Alaska UU!s would love to share

our awe-inspiring state with you!

th

www.whalecoastak.org

d f rey@wha lecoas tak .o rg

Is it fair to wager that 90% or more
of you are like me? That if you pick up
the Annual Report at our Annual
Meeting you give no more than a
cursory glance at it?

This time I actually read it and
discover there are major comments and
information in it with which all of us
ought to be familiar and upon which it
would be wise to act. There are still
copies of the Report in the office.
Perhaps you could drop by, pick it up,
read it and act upon it.

#An interested member

ANNUAL REPORT

Question. . .

Are you interested in learning
about the Unitarian Church of

Vancouver? Come to the

#New U in a Day!
Workshop:

Saturday, April 18

Fireside room, Hewett Centre
9:15 AM " 2:30 PM

Coffee and Muffins at 9 AM
Light lunch served at noon

Learn about what Unitarians
believe, learn about our fascinating
history, learn how to find your way
in the UCV community and learn
about your own religious and
spiritual journey. Attending a

workshop is encouraged
prior to becoming a member of
UCV but current members are also
invited to attend.

New
U in a Day

Registration forms may be
picked up at the Welcome Table or
in the church office. For additional
information, contact Dianne
Crosbie, 604-876-6543.

#Randall MacKinnon
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FORUM
FOSTERING COMMUNITY

Congratulations to two busy UCVmembers:
Mary Bennett recently retired from an eight-year stint as

Executive Director of the Canadian Unitarian Council (CUC).
Under Mary's skilled leadership, the CUC successfully
negotiated a friendly separation from the UUA, the
comparable US organization, and also entered the electronic
age with the advent of teleconferencing, a green and
inexpensive means of communication well suited to our large
country. Not one to take life easy, she is now serving as Arts
Administrator with the CommunityArts Council, and is herself
an artist. It's great to be seeing more of her at church!

Leslie Kemp of our Social Justice Committee helped to
organize, along with a broad coalition of peace and justice
groups, an extremely successful evening January 28, when Jeff
Halper of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions
(ICAD) spoke to a packed audience in our sanctuary. Mr.
Halper is an Israeli professor, author and speaker who was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for his 30 year long effort
to bring about peace in his troubled land. Leslie is grateful for
all the help she received from many UCV members, and would
especially like to thank Gerry Hayle for her many hours of
work on the sound system (on her 77th birthday, no less!) and
Dave Steele who is the new head of the Social Justice
Committee.

Marie Brown died December 29, aged 85. Her memorial
service was held on January 10. Originally from Nova Scotia,
Marie lived many years in Vancouver. She leaves behind a
brother, two sons, one daughter, six grandchildren and one
great grandchild. Marie taught special ed, and loved writing
both poetry and prose. She volunteered as an ESLand learning-
disabled tutor and wrote letters forAmnesty International. She
had a great sense of humour even when living with cancer.

Gordon McLean will be remembered by old-timers as he
was very active at UCV in the 1960's and 70's. Recently, he and
his wife Renee lived in Nanaimo, attending church there.

Pat Cassie, aged 87, died January 17. Her memorial service
was on January 24. Pat was predeceased by husband Ian, also a
UCV member and avid cyclist. She leaves behind three
daughters, one son and 12 grandchildren. A happy person, Pat
once said, "I've had a good life$ if I die tomorrow, I won't be
sad." She loved her home, family and garden, which was a
local attraction . Thanks to
family help, she was able to remain at home.

Speaking of gardening, perhaps you've been busy dividing
those clumps of spreading perennials in your own garden. If
you have extras to spare, please contact Patti Turner or Tom
Reiner.They just might find a new home in the UCVgarden!

And please let me know about those clumps of your news
worth spreading! Whether sunny or shady, your news will
help Foster our Community!

in her Burnaby neighborhood

We also bid sad adieu to some old friends:

The Latest News!

#Ann Foster, 604-736-2117

Catching Up on the
UCV Refugee#Family!

By VIRGINIA CRABILL, Refugee/Social Justice Liaison
The Refugee Committee continues a busy program of

activities in support of the church!s refugee"family#. The
Committee!s annual church service will be on May 17. The next
fundraising lunches are March 1 and 8, and the next Committee
meeting is March 22, at 12:30 in the Board Room. As well, the
Refugee Sponsorship Training Conference/Vancouver
Interfaith Refugee Committee will be on March 20 -21 at UCV.
Here!s a quick update on current and expected refugees the
Committee supports.

Our young African friend turned 21 on February 1. She is
looking for more work and new accommodations, preferably in
Burnaby. Her family has been allowed to leave their camp, but
their final country of destination is undecided as yet.

Our young Afghan mother is paying off her travel loan and
plans to train as a pharmacist's assistant and then upgrade to
pharmacy. Applications for her family in Iran are still in
process.

Our musician friend is still working and performing and
taking a counselling course at Vancouver Community College.
His young family is thriving.

The young Karen family we have been waiting for has had
its medical reports expire.These must be undertaken again.

You can assist the Refugee Committee with a financial
contribution. Cheques payable to the%Unitarian Church of
Vancouver! with a memo%For the Sheilah Thompson Refugee
Fund! can be mailed to the church or placed in the donation
plate.

To help war resisters, please contact your MP, Opposition
leaders, Jason Kenney (Minister of Immigration) and Prime
Minister Stephen Harper, requesting an end to the deportation
of war resisters to the US.

To find out more about the Refugee Committee, attend the
next meeting (March 22) or contact co-chairs Fiona Graham
(604-886-4810) orVirginia Crabill (604-731-9393).

March 1: Environment Committee: Pilgrimage to
the Bog. Last June, 50 of us joined 70 from other
faith groups for a Pilgrimage to the Bog. This year's
pilgrimage will cross the Alex Fraser Bridge to the
Delta Nature Reserve, where the bog lies. Many
rare bog species are threatened by the Gateway
truck freeway. Join us to learn more, and help plan
the pilgrimage.

March 29: Open to a Church Committee.
March 22: Social Justice Committee: TBA.
March 15: Board: TBA
March 8: Social Justice Committee: TBA
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The year continues with a variety of interesting and lively events at UCV. Please refer to the Church!s website

for full details of these events, plus others that may have been scheduled since deadline.
www.vancouver.unitarians.ca

The Bulletin
Event LocationDate & Time

Sun Mar. 1, noon-2 PM
Sun Mar. 1, 12:30-2 PM
Mon Mar. 2, 7-9 PM
Tue Mar. 3, 7-9PM
Wed Mar. 4, 7- 9 PM
Thu Mar. 5, 11AM- 2 PM
Thu Mar. 5,  7- 8:15 PM
Fri Mar. 6, 7- 10 PM
Sun Mar. 8,  noon- 2 PM

Sun Mar. 8, 7 PM
Mon Mar. 9, 7- 9 PM
Wed Mar. 11,  7- 9:30 PM
Fri Mar. 13,  7-10PM
Sun Mar. 15, 10AM- noon
Sun Mar. 15,  noon- 2 PM
Mon Mar. 16, 7- 9 PM
Wed Mar. 18, 5- 9 PM
Thu Mar 19, 11AM- 2 PM
Thu Mar. 19,  7- 10 PM
Fri Mar. 20,  6- 10 PM
Fri Mar. 20, 7-  9 PM
Sat Mar. 21, 9 AM- 6 PM
Sun Mar. 22, noon- 2 PM
Sat Mar. 28,  2- 4 PM
Sun Mar. 29, 2- 5 PM
Mon Mar. 30, 6:30- 10 PM

Sun Mar. 1, 10AM-noon Green Market (Enviro Cttee)
Forum: Environment / Arts - TBA
UCV Bookclub - , by Herman MelvilleMoby-Dick
ARE: Spirit of Life with Caroline Farley (until April 13)
ARE: Centuries/Darkness & Light; Harold Rosen (to March 10)
ARE: Power/Myth: Joseph Campbell, Bennett Mitten (to March 25)
Daytimers  11 AM Neighborhood Mixed Housing,  1 PM: The Brain
ARE: Women's Song Circle with Samantha Taylor (until April 9)
First Friday Focus  with Randall MacKinnon (topic TBA)
Forum: Social Justice Committee (topic TBA)

Organ Donor Memorial Service and Reception
Sacred Circle Dancing
Pagan Committee
Second Friday Discovery
Green Market (Enviro Cmttee)
Forum: Board  topic TBA
Sacred Circle Dancing
Community Spaghetti Dinner
Daytimers: 11 AM, Return of the G'psgolox Pole;  1 PM Discussion
World Federalists
International Refugee Event (co-sponsored by the Refugee Cttee)
Philosopher's Café
Internat!l Refugee Event, Cttee Meetings (co-spons, Refugee Cttee)
Forum: Social Justice  topic TBA
ARE: Foolish Wisdom with Rev. Laura Friedman
Westcoast Chamber Music: Concert and Reception
UCV Music Club

Fireside Room

Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Fireside Room

Fireside Room
Fireside Room

Lindsey-Priestly

Fireside Room

Fireside Room
Fireside Room

Sanctuary & Hewett Hall

Budny
Budny

Alcove

Alcove

Budny
Hewett Hall

Fireside Room
Fireside Room

Hewett Hall

Hewett Hall

Hewett Hall
Fireside Room

Fireside Room
Fireside Room
Sanctuary & Hewett Hall
Sanctuary

Sun Mar 8, 12:30-1:30 PM Arts Committee Castellio


